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1 Timothy 6:11-21 

        This morning, we finish our study of 1 Timothy. Next week, I take on the 
first of two lessons from 2 Timothy. And as we finish the book today, I want 
you to know that we have taken on more text than we can really handle 
adequately. I am going to leave a bunch of truths for some later person to deal 
with. There are really several distinct points in this last section, each enough on 
its own to fill a sermon. But I see here a final emphasis by Paul in challenging 
Timothy and his church to press into what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 

        And to this end, it might be just a bit concerning to some of us the strong 
stand that he takes. He uses fighting terms, battle terms, war terms in describing 
what it means to push forward in living the Christian life, particularly against 
sin. This might make some of us squirm. But there is so much truth here! We 
must not be passive in our battle against sin. We must be active, diligent, 
pressing forward every day. Yes, it is a battle, a spiritual battle. In Ephesians 6, 
Paul uses the same word picture to describe the same issue, in that case going 
through the pieces of armor that the Christian is expected to utilize to overcome 
satan’s efforts to bring us down. Yes, it is a battle. Yes, we must take up 
weapons. Yes, we must use those weapons lest we be overtaken by the enemy. 
So, one of the final messages Paul has for his pastor friend Timothy is to “fight 
the good fight.” I echo his sentiments here. 

        Ponder these words as I read them from 1 Timothy 6:11-12. READ 

Main point: Christians must fight the good fight in order to maintain and grow 
their faith. 

        There is no such thing as coasting in our spiritual lives. There is an enemy, 
who seeks to destroy, devour, and thwart the followers of Jesus. He must be 
resisted and pushed out. On this issues, we have an active role, not a passive one. 
God expects His people to fight the good fight. (3 parts) 



I. Our Lord calls us to actively grow in our faith. vv. 11-16 

        He calls us to pursue some things and resist other things, do battle against 
the one who seeks to bring us down. Yes, it is sometimes very hard work. 

 

        v.11- But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.   

 

        The follower of Christ is expected to fight hard against sin and for 
godliness in his or her life.  Paul wants his young pastor (and all his 
parishioners) to be fully engaged in this war. 

        v.11- “flee these things” --what things?  The false teaching and love of 
money from the verses above.  Could have been other sins as well, but here it is 
false teaching and materialism or greed.  Notice the term used “flee.”  It 
presupposes that something represents a real and present threat to you, as if 
chasing after you.  Run faster than sin.  Get away from the love of money as 
quickly as you can.  Escape the grasp of false teaching.  Run for your lives! 

        Can you see that Paul’s thinking is active.  Sin is not some inanimate blob, 
philosophical construct, or ancient myth.  Sin is active, something to be fought, 
resisted with all one’s strength.  To the Christian, sin is the prowling enemy, 
waiting to devour everyone and everything in its path. 

There must be a battle mentality toward sin in our lives, an attitude I am 
afraid we too often lack.  You see, we like to ride the fence with sin.  We like to 
see how close we can come to it without getting sucked into its grasp.  I will just 
peek in, just taste, just be around this sin.  After all, if as long as I don't do 
______, then I really have not sinned, have I? 

        It is not to be so with the men and women of God.  They are to take great 
risks to escape the death trap of sin.  “Flee from these things, O man of God.” 



        “O man of God” This is a title used of the prophets in the OT, but 
probably used more broadly here, reminding us who we are serving and 
representing. Just think, how different would you view your sin if every time you 
thought about sin you said “I am a man or woman of God.”  Kind of hard to 
sin when you remember that you are God's man or woman. 

        “pursue righteousness...” --opposite of fleeing.  With one, you are being 
chased, with the other you are chasing after.  Again, notice how foreign this 
often is to our thinking.  We think of these good things as things you are, or 
gifts you are given, or a result of something else.  Paul thinks of them as things 
you chase after, pursue with abandon.  

        Can you see how opposite this is to riding the fence, seeing how close we 
can come to sin without sinning?  O if we would only be this active in our 
pursuit of the things of God!  This is a war.  We are to actively defend ourselves 
from sin and seek after godly character.   Are you involved in the fray? 

 

        12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses.     

 

        “fight the good fight” The term seen both in the noun and the verb means 
a disciplined and determined struggle, either like war, or athletics.  Fight this 
fight hard.  Give it all you have.  Don’t give up.  The cause is worth the price. 

        “Take hold of eternal life” Notice it assumes it is something you can 
grasp.  Not an “iffy, squishy” sort of thing, but a sure thing, something tangible 
that you can grasp and cling to. Allow the promise of eternal life to permeate all 
of your actions, words, thoughts. You are headed to an eternal life of godliness. 

        Again, notice the verbs, FLEE, PURSUE, FIGHT, and TAKE 
HOLD.  All active words.  All battle terms. 



        “you made the good confession” when Timothy professed his faith in 
Christ.  When he proclaimed Jesus to be his Lord and Savior. 

        “presence of many witnesses” Timothy made a public confession of his 
faith. This reminds us of the weight our words have when we commit ourselves 
to Christ.  God hears us and expects us to carry through.  Our Christian family 
hears us and expects us to carry through. That is why I ask people at their 
baptism if they intend to live for Jesus all of their lives. There is a great deal of 
responsibility associated with a confession of Christ.  We dare not downplay the 
seriousness of our declaration. 

 

        13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of 
Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession 

 

        v.13- “I charge you”--There's Paul, preaching again.  Doesn’t get to the 
charge until the next verse. Before that, he adds weight to his words. 

        “presence of God” reminds Timothy that God hears him. He invokes God 
all seeing eye and all hearing ear to the seriousness of the charge. Can you see 
how important it is? 

        “God who gives life to all things”—You owe your very existence to this 
God, and He is hearing what I am charging you. You cannot claim you never 
heard it.                

        “And of Christ Jesus, who in His testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 
good confession. Jesus, as One who made a similar confession and kept it, even 
though it cost Him His life.  Both the Father and the Son are watching and 
waiting to see how we will do. 

 



        14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

        v.14- “to keep the commandment"--not a request, but a solemn charge to 
fulfill the charge.  IOW- If you are a man or woman of God, I solemnly charge 
you before God to fulfill the commitment you made to Christ when you 
confessed Him as Lord.   If He is your Lord, then your life should reflect 
it.  This is powerful stuff!! 

 

        “free from reproach” There shouldn’t be anyone who is able to say, “and 
they call themselves Christians!”  Your life should match your confession. 

        “until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,” Continuously, for the rest 
of your life, to the very end.  Notice he ties it into eschatological events.   What 
happens when Christ returns?  Judgment.  Keep your commitment until the 
judge returns to set up His court.  Get the picture? 

 

        15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has 
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or 
can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.   

 

        Paul then goes into his familiar routine.  He has mentioned Jesus and goes 
off on a rabbit trail and just cannot stop.  Once he starts praising God, he loses 
track of where he is. 

        Notice here the emphasis on God’s attributes: sovereignty, kingship, 
immortality, purity, Spirit nature, deserving of all honor. This is the One we 
serve. This is the One who has heard our confessions of Him. Remember, He 



knows. Again, all this is in the context of keeping our commitment to follow 
Christ, to be actively engaged in the war against sin.  This is how important that 
war is. 

Well, man or woman of God, are you ready to fight against sin with all 
the weapons God has given you?  Are you ready to pursue godliness with total 
abandon?  Are you ready to test that commitment you made to Jesus?  Do you 
remember whom it is that you serve, the King of kings, and Lord of lords? 

        Let us commit ourselves today to fighting the good fight against sin, and 
for godly attributes, O people of God! 

II.  A final word to the wealthy: be generous, not haughty with the things God 
has given you. Remember, none of this lasts. vv. 17-19 

        As I stated at the outset, there are several themes in this text. Here Paul 
returns to the subject of wealth, this time addressing those who already have 
such wealth. 

  

         17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor 
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides 
us with everything to enjoy.   

 

        “As for the rich in this present age” He knows that Timothy has wealthy 
people in his church. There are wealthy people in every church. There are people 
who have made it in life (although they too often will not identify themselves as 
such).  

There are several important, often overlooked principles here. The first is 
that Christianity and wealth are not necessarily incompatible.  Some people 
incorrectly think that one cannot be a Christian and have wealth.  Such is not 
the case.  Paul does not order Timothy to kick wealthy people out of his church 
or demand they turn over their assets to the church.  In fact, he goes on to claim 



that God Himself provides riches for our enjoyment.  Even Jesus accepted 
support from wealthy women (Luke 8:1-3) without condemnation. 

        The second principle is that being a Christian affects not only one’s 
spiritual position, but one’s financial position as well.  Our financial affairs are 
now subject to God when we become believers.  God cares what we do with our 
money.  There are too many people are on either extreme in this regard.  Some 
claim you cannot be a Christian and have wealth.  Others claim God has no 
interest in their finances (as long as they give their 10%).  Both are wrong. 

        “not to be haughty” 1st in series of instructions, this one meaning high 
minded, proud, conceited.  The problem Paul sees with wealthy people is when 
they think they are better than everyone else.  You have all experienced such 
thinking. 

        “nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches” Such people have 
as their anchor in life their bank balance.  If you trust in riches, you will end up 
getting burned.  Riches are not permanent. 

        Isn’t it so true that riches are uncertain?  You have all heard stories of 
lottery winners or athletes who have had incredible amounts of money and later 
declared bankruptcy.  They seemingly had it all and watched it disappear. 

        “but on God”- God IS our sure anchor, our hope in life. Trust Him, not 
things.  God is a firm, rock solid anchor. In truth, hoping in riches is 
worshipping the created rather than the Creator.  Riches are fleeting, God is 
faithful.  Riches have a shelf-life, God is eternal.  Yet too often, we say our hope 
is in God, but it really is in riches.  As we will see in the next verse, the test 
comes when we are faced with the opportunity give them away. 

        “who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.”- The truth is that our 
money is all his.  Gold is all his.  Do you see the implication of this 
phrase?  Everything is His and He is the One who gives it to us.  And He does 
it richly.  And He gives us ALL things.  And He does it for our enjoyment.  Can 
you see how good God is?  God wants us to enjoy life. 



        When we have a God like that, why do we put our hope in things?  Why 
do we see our self-worth in terms of property and bank accounts?  Don't say 
that we don't, because we do.  Our society is consumed with finances.  Making 
more, multiplying what we have, making good investments.  We love our 
money.  Is our hope in our riches or in God?  

 

        18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
ready to share,  19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.  

 

        The wealthy are to “do good” with the riches that God has given to them. 
Instead of taking advantage of people to gain even more wealth, a Christian 
must concentrate on doing good.  I like how he repeats and rephrases it “rich in 
good works.” Use your materials to become rich in good works.  Instead of 
laying awake thinking about your riches, how about laying awake thinking about 
all the good works you can do with those riches.  Yes, that is to be the mark of 
the Christian! 

        “be generous and ready to share” Can you see?  The Christian is to be 
generous with what he has. He understands that it is not his.  It is God’s, who 
richly supplied it for enjoyment.  Thus for the Christian who understands God’s 
financial plan, giving is not painful, it is fun.  Christians enjoy giving and are not 
stingy. 

        “thus storing up treasures for themselves as a good foundation for the 
future” How ironic is his choice of terms!  “Storing up,” “treasure,” “good 
foundation.”  All these are terms we use for the prudent use of money.  Paul 
uses them to describe good works, generosity, giving riches away.  It is these 
which he views as storing up a treasure of a good foundation. Being generous 
with wealth makes good business sense to Paul and to God.  It lays up treasure 
in heaven. 



        “they may take hold of that which is truly life” Our attitude toward riches 
is indicative of our attitude toward God.  We can grab onto our money, or we 
can grab onto the life He gives.  If we understand the life to which God has 
called us, our fingers will not grasp onto our money nearly so tightly.  We will 
grab loosely our riches and tightly eternal life.  Such is the mark of the 
Christian.  How we handle our finances is important to God.  A grasp of life is 
the reward to those who are generous. 

III.  Stick with the plan. vv. 20-21 

        Stick with the course set out for you when you started following Jesus. He 
has placed something in you of great value, use it to carry out His plans. Some 
will not! 

 

        20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent 
babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,”  21 for by 
professing it some have swerved from the faith. Grace be with you. 

 

        “O Timothy” His final admonition.  I can sense the emphatic pitch of his 
voice as he says it. 

        “guard the deposit entrusted to you” Notice he picks up the financial 
language of the previous section. What is it that has been entrusted?  Not 
specifically mentioned, but seems to be the entirety of Timothy's faith, “the 
revelation of Jesus Christ in all its fullness” (as one commentator put it).  This 
body of knowledge, this whole way of life, this gospel that Timothy had been 
set aside to preach, this life to which he was calling others, this was to be 
considered as a trust. It is not something to give the slightest disregard, but a 
sacred trust.  It does not belong to us, it has only been entrusted to us. 

        Notice his admonition: guard or protect.  The image is that of a watchman 
sleeplessly guarding the city.  What a powerful word!  Stand guard over that 



which you have been given.  Stand guard over your faith.  Don't let anything 
happen to it.  Protect it with all your might, your life if necessary. 

        “Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called 
“knowledge,”  There will be a temptation to get caught up in thinking which 
does not come from God, which leads one away from God.  Paul here instructs 
Timothy to stay away from such thinking.  It is fruitless to engage in such 
conversation, it is unholy and worthless chattering. Avoid arguing with the false 
teachers. 

        He then describes it another way, “what is falsely called ‘knowledge’” 
Others call it knowledge, but it is not knowledge if it does not agree with 
Scripture. Call it what it is, not truth or enlightened thought, but words of the 
opposition.  Some things stand in opposition to the gospel.  Experts give it the 
false name or pseudonym of “knowledge,” but in fact it is not knowledge at all. 

        What is Paul talking about?   Arising during Paul's day was a thinking 
called Gnosticism, a belief that the intellectually superior had special knowledge 
the rest of us lacked but needed.  It was not found in Scripture, but in special 
revelations to the spiritually enlightened.  Oh, how similar to today! 

        I want to be clear about one thing.  We evangelicals have a good motto 
which says, "All truth is God's truth."  If it is true, then it matters not its 
apparent source, it comes from God.  Two plus two is a truth of God no matter 
who speaks it.  And yet, not everything that people claim to be true is actually 
true 

Folks, don't fall for their rhetoric.  Our society’s elite may sound high and 
mighty, but if what they teach conflicts with God's word then it is to be rejected 
as pseudo-truth.  It is false.  “Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of 
what is falsely called “knowledge.” 

        “for by professing it some have swerved from the faith.” It is dangerous to 
pursue Pseudo-knowledge.  The pursuit of such knowledge can actually lead you 
away from true knowledge.  Many a student has left home to pursue higher 
education and in the process become skeptical of everything we have 



taught.  What happened?  The pursuit of knowledge resulted in the loss of 
faith.  

        You all know of people who think they have "outgrown" Christianity, 
embracing some radical or atheistic philosophy.  They've gotten so smart they 
do not need God anymore.  You thought you knew them well, but now you 
seem to have nothing in common.  Or perhaps they have not given up 
Christianity, but only attempted to synthesize it with other "enlightened" ideas, 
the result of which is a mosaic of mental mush.  It is the cafeteria approach, a 
little of this, none of that, a whole lot of this other and there you have it.  Judge 
not?  Yes.  Keep from sexual sin?  Mind your own business! 

        You see the problem is that too many have it all backwards.  Too many 
think that if we get “smart enough,” we can unlock the secrets of God.  That is 
the essence of gnosticism, but it is all wrong.  The gospel is incredibly simple.  It 
is so simple even children can understand and believe it.  But this does not mean 
it is simplistic.  Indeed, the gospel is incredibly deep.  We dare not check our 
brains at the door.  

        Instead of trying to get “smart enough” to unlock the secrets of God, we 
have another phrase which is helpful in describing us: “Faith seeking 
understanding.”  We believe and yet we seek to understand more deeply that 
which we believe.  This is the key.  Believe and seek to deepen your 
understanding of that belief.  That is what Paul implored Timothy to do.  It is 
no different for us. Heed the lessons of 1 Timothy! 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

        1) We will guard the good work that God has begun in us. 

        2) We will fight the good fight against sin. 

        3) We will use the good gifts God has given us for good works. 

        4) We will stick with the Good Book, and reject the latest “deep 
thinking.” 


