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Isaiah 53:3 and various texts 

Merry Christmas! Thank you for joining us this morning for this 
wonderful celebration and our special thanks to the Wissmann family for 
leading us. I know that many churches wrestled with how to handle Christmas 
on a Sunday, and we have chosen to celebrate it, knowing it won’t fit into plans 
for some, but it surely will for many others. So, welcome! 

Again, my part is to bring you the Word of God, or a fresh perspective on 
one particular aspect of this most familiar of stories. Our theme for this year’s 
Christmas messages has been the Great Exchange, focusing on what Jesus gave 
up and took on as part of His incarnation. As Paul puts it in Phil. 2:7, “He 
emptied Himself…” This is our focus, different aspects of this emptying. And 
each step of the way, we are noticing that we are the beneficiaries of this 
emptying. He has come to serve us, bring us the riches of His storehouse, bring 
us honor, power, light and life. His sacrifice has greatly benefited us! 

And so it is today. Our focus is that when Jesus came to earth, He 
emptied Himself of joy and took on sorrow. He became a man of sorrow, as 
we’ll see in just a minute. He went from enjoying the limitless and boundless 
joys of heaven to taking on the sorrows of this world, and to a greater extent 
than any person who has ever lived. He literally carried the weight of the sin of 
the world on His shoulders. But, as we have come to expect, He did this so we 
might experience joy, real joy, lasting joy. As the angel told the shepherds that 
night (Luke 2:10-11), “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” Are you catching this? His coming was so “all the people” 
might experience great joy. His sorrow was so that we might experience true joy. 
It certainly fits the pattern! 



I’d like to begin our trek through Scripture by rereading Isaiah 52:13-
53:12. As I do so, focus your attention on that which the Messiah would endure 
and for what purpose. READ. 

  

Main point: Jesus experienced the greatest of sorrow so we might experience the 
greatest of joy. 

  

        He came to this earth fully aware of the suffering that it would entail. It is 
not that He came expecting one thing and then something quite different 
happened. No, He had complete knowledge of what He was in for. He came as 
the Messiah, the Savior, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 52-53. He came 
knowing this is what a Savior does, He sacrifices so the people He saves might 
experience joy. 

        I trust you understand where I am heading this morning. I am not trying to 
ruin Christmas by introducing great sorrow into it. In fact, I am trying to do the 
opposite. I am reminding God’s people that His coming to earth was a great 
sacrifice for Him, a taking on of heavy burdens, our burdens. And He did this 
so we might experience true, everlasting joy. Indeed, it was good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people! And when we find it, it brings Him great joy. 
I remind you of Hebrews 12:2, “looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” He endured so 
that joy might increase…and multiply! (2 parts) 

 
 

  

I.  As sinners, our deserved natural state is sorrow, mourning. Jesus’ natural state 
is unlimited joy. 



  

         In this sin scarred and messed up world, as sinners our natural state is 
sorrow, mourning even. We all know this is true, even those who do not know 
Jesus instinctively know this is true. Why else would people go to such great 
lengths to do good things, make up for bad things, if not that they know in their 
hearts that they are not what they ought to be? 

        As I contemplate Jesus’ coming to earth to be the man of sorrows of Isaiah 
53, I cannot help but see the odd juxtaposition between what Jesus had been 
experiencing and what sinners on earth naturally experience. 

        We all know that things in heaven are perfect, peaceful, calm, jubilant. 
There is constant worship, day and night, with singing, with joy. The people of 
God, the angelic beings are gathered around the throne of God praising God, 
honoring Him, expressing their heart’s deepest passions toward Him. 

        Pause: I made the mistake once when I was a Jr. High pastor of trying to 
teach suburban teenagers about heaven. I was so young and naïve. I thought it 
would be inspirational to them. As I described it with the emphasis on worship, 
one of them stopped me and said, “You mean it will be like going to church 
every day? Oh, ick!!!” I trust they have grown up since then. I can think of 
nothing more wonderful than joining huge groups of saints, of angelic beings 
praising God without restraint. 

        There will be no “back to the real world” with pain, heartache, hardship, 
difficult relationships, tensions. You know the stuff you have when you are a 
sinner among sinners living in a fallen world. There is none of that in heaven. 
Heaven is as it should be. This is what we have been created to do: worship 
God. And Jesus has always been at the center of that worship. I think of the 
scenes presented in the book of Revelation with the people gathered like a sea of 
glass, with group after group taking their places to worship the Father and the 
Son, the Lamb. Now, I don’t know of a text that explicitly mentions joy in that 
context, but I know there will be no sorrow or pain…and Jesus will be at the 
center of it all. 



        Remember, we read from Colossians 1 that Jesus created all things and 
that all things were created FOR HIM, to bring Him honor and glory (more on 
the glory aspect next Sunday). But clearly, the image presented throughout 
Scripture is that heaven is the best of places, the perfect place, with joyous 
people expressing their adoration to the One seated on the throne. Yes, heaven 
is a joy filled place with Jesus at the center of it all. This is what Jesus gave up. 

        Meanwhile, here on earth, things are messed up, always messed up. Sinful 
people continually do things to demonstrate that they are sinners. You know its 
true. You know it about yourself. I think of the Beatitudes at the start of the 
Sermon on the Mount: blessed are the poor in spirit and blessed are those who 
mourn. The first step in becoming a believer is to know that you have no 
spiritual assets, and it makes you grieve. It fills you with sorrow to recognize 
that you have done plenty of things to offend God and nothing to get rid of 
that sin. As Paul writes in Romans 3, quoting various Psalms, 

  

        v.10- as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one;  11 no one 
understands; no one seeks for God.  12 All have turned aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  13 “Their throat is an 
open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under 
their lips.”  14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”  15 “Their feet 
are swift to shed blood;  16 in their paths are ruin and misery,  17 and the way 
of peace they have not known.”  18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

        

This is the sad reality of the human state. Not one of us is good, we all do 
things we shouldn’t and don’t do things we should. We are all left in this state 
of sorrow, wondering what we might do to fix this natural human problem. 

Many people try to solve it by doing good things. We somehow convince 
ourselves that we can overcome all of our bad by doing good. Doing good 
makes us happy. We think and hope that God will be pleased enough in us to 
overlook all of the bad things. But we never know if we have done enough good. 



How much good do you have to do to make up for all the wrong we have done? 
The truth is there will never be enough good we can do. There will never be 
enough religious things we can do to make up for all of our bad stuff. Ad, we 
add to the bad stuff daily. In fact, the Scriptures teach the best we can do is like 
filthy rags. We are trying hard but getting nowhere. We will all fall short and 
this too brings us grief. 

Others seek to solve their sin problem by blocking all the bad things out 
of their minds. They come up with an alternative reality where they are the 
heroes simply out defeating the bad guys. I know plenty of kids who live their 
lives through on screen characters they create and control. 

Others simply numb themselves to their problems. They try to drown 
their sorrows or take drugs to ease the pain. I ask you, how big of a problem is 
drug use today? Why do so many people pop pills, smoke ____, drink way too 
much? Do you think they might be trying to escape the reality of the human 
condition? I remember asking a troubled teenage girl some years ago what it was 
like now that she was clean and sober. Her answer shocked me. “I hate it!” she 
said. “Why?” I asked. “Because now I have to face my problems.” There it is! 
The substances made it so she didn’t have to face her problems. Being sober 
revealed the sorrow and pain inside of her. That is the natural human state. 

Some seek to solve their problems through distractions. As a guy, sports 
comes to mind. We escape our problems by getting all excited about some team 
beating some other team in a game. How does that work out? Does it bring real, 
lasting joy? Not too well. After every such game half the people experience joy 
while the other half leave in worse shape than they came. They came in hopeful, 
they left angry and probably blaming the coaches and referees. Right? No, the 
joy of entertainment is fleeting and superficial. The problems are still there after 
the rush of victory subsides and is replaced by the despair of defeat. 

No, we live in a world that is naturally filled with sorrow, desperately 
trying to fix it with no real, lasting solutions. We see it all around us every day. 
We spend our time trying to bring real joy to situations filled with sorrow. 
 



II.   Jesus flipped the script, taking our sorrow and bringing us joy. 

This is where the coming of Jesus changes everything. He came into this 
world to take on our burdens, take our problems upon Himself, allowing us to 
live with joy, real joy, everlasting joy no matter what might be going on right 
now. 

We read this very thing in Isaiah 53:4, “Surely He has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows.” He didn’t have to, but He did. He came in knowing 
this was His mission. 

I think of the picture painted of Jesus in the gospels. He was a serious 
guy. Yes, His disciples may have had a reputation of partying a bit more than 
John the Baptist’s disciples (Luke 5:33), but in general Jesus is presented in the 
gospels as being laser focused on His mission, to the point of exhaustion. He 
would work all day, and then get in the boat while the disciples rowed Him to 
the next place, even sleeping while the boat filled up with water from a storm. 

He had to fight off a growing contingency of people seeking to kill Him, 
confronting them for their sin and pompous attitudes, slipping through the 
crowds to escape them. He had throngs of people following Him wherever He 
went. He stayed up all night to recharge and reconnect with His heavenly 
Father. 

And along the way, He had to keep reminding His disciples that He was 
on a mission, a journey that would end up in Jerusalem when His enemies 
would deliver Him over to godless rulers to be killed a most gruesome death. 
He had to rebuke His disciples who vowed not to let that happen. No, He was 
on a mission filled with sorrow, with grief, with pain. By the time of His arrest 
in the Garden, He was spent. Emotionally, He was overwhelmed, pleading with 
His heavenly Father for some other way, knowing there was no other way, 
committed to carrying out His mission. His mission was to carry the weight of 
this world’s sin on His shoulders…and He did! 

He felt alone, abandoned by both His friends and His Father. Because of 
the burden He was carrying, His Father had to turn His back on Him, hold 



back from rescuing Him from that cross, allow the full weight of sin to fall on 
Him, causing Him to cry out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” 
Yes, “the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” (Is. 53:6). It was the 
LORD’s will to crush Him, put Him to grief.( Is. 53:10) That’s what had to 
happen in order for our problem to be solved. The only way any of us could 
ever experience real, lasting joy would be for Jesus to suffer for us. He came as 
our Savior, a Lamb to be slaughtered for the benefit of His own. He did it for 
us! 

And so, for us this changes everything. Solving our sin problem changes 
our whole perspective about life, about death, about the problems and cares of 
this world. Knowing all of our sins are forgiven, past present and future means 
we can start living. He tells us He came that we might have life, abundant life, 
joy filled life, joy that cannot be squashed by current events or unsolved 
problems. 

He invites us to come to Him, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt.11:28) He promises to walk through this 
life with us, never leaving us or abandoning us, carrying our burdens and not 
complaining about it. He is gentle with us, lowly. He tells us that we do not 
need to worry about this life, about the things of this life, that He will take care 
of us, He invites us to ask. He promises to hear our prayers and answer them in 
our best interest. He assures us that our heavenly Father is a good, good Father 
who knows how to give good gifts to His children. He promises to speak with 
our Father as our high priest, advocating for us, taking the penalty due us for 
our failures upon Himself. When we don’t know what to say to God, He says 
He will speak for us, passionately, with groanings to deep for words. 

He promises to fight for us and empower us to fight with His strength, 
His weapons against our most powerful spiritual foes. Indeed, He assures us 
that He is greater than any foe we might encounter, that there is NOTHING in 
all of creation that can separate us from the love of God that is in Him. He tells 
us we no longer need to worry about the future, even about death itself. He 
assures us that if we are His, we will live even if we die. Death has lost its sting, 
He declares. Yes, He tells us we do not grieve as do those who have no hope, 
that to die in this life means only we wake up to a new and better life, with Him 



in glory, where life is as it should be. In fact, this promise about life and death 
puts us in the unbelievable position of being torn between going on living or 
dying. Both are good options, Paul declares. “To live is Christ, to die is gain,” 
he said. 

Yes, bearing our burden, carrying our sorrows has changed everything 
about this life. Knowing it is finished, completed, promised on His life changes 
how we live today. We can pursue the things of God with abandon, not 
worrying that we have fallen short. We can face tomorrow, knowing beyond 
tomorrow is assured. We can come together as a people to sing a new song, not 
a lamentation about our woeful estate, not a regret about our latest failure or 
most regrettable sin, not an appeal to please, please overlook our sin. No, we can 
sing songs of praise to our Savior who saved us, gave us life, promised us a hope 
filled future. He came to die that we might live forever! What an exchange! 

 


