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        Merry Christmas! Thank you for taking time out of your family’s 
celebrations to come and spend this time with us. I know for me, it is one of my 
most favorite services of the year. Yes, there is a sense of familiar routine that we 
otherwise try to avoid, but on this occasion, it seems that familiar routine is 
good, cherished. 

        My part for this evening is to bring to you the Word of God, or perhaps a 
particular insight from the Word of God about a VERY familiar subject 
matter. What is there left to be said about the coming of Jesus that you have not 
already heard, contemplated, heard dozens of times before? This is my challenge. 

        As many of you know, our theme for this Christmas season is the Great 
Exchange, that which Jesus gave up and that which He took on. And in addition 
to that, we are discovering that each thing He gave up and each thing He took 
on cost Him and He did it for us, for our sake. We benefit from that which He 
gave up. In essence, these are all really one sermon dissected into 6 parts. What 
does it mean that Jesus took on flesh, emptied Himself as Paul puts it in 
Philippians 2? That is the perspective we are focused on this season. 

        Tonight, it is a bit of a stretch, but it fits because this is Christmas Eve! He 
gave up light and took on darkness. And yes, it is a play on words, because there 
is physical light and darkness, and spiritual light and darkness…and it is a bit of 
both. 

        I want to remind you of a few things as we begin. First of all, these may be 
the shortest days and longest nights of the year, but in the southern hemisphere, 
it is the opposite. They are experiencing the longest days and the shortest nights. 
So, what fits here does not necessarily fit elsewhere. Half the world is hearing 
songs about cold and snow at Christmas and thinking, “Huh???” Secondly, we 
do not know for sure the time of year when Jesus was born. I doubt it was 



December 25. So, all of the songs that associate the birth of Jesus with cold, 
snow, winter, long dark winter nights, and little drummer boys are just us 
projecting our experience onto others. 

        And yet, and yet, there is an element of truth in the light/darkness theme 
that is both physical and symbolic. That is what this sermon is about. As we all 
know, the shepherds were out in their fields at night watching their flocks when 
an angel of the Lord appeared “and the glory of the Lord shone around them.” 
This is real, this is true, this has meaning. Yes, it was just one incident for one 
group of people that night, but it was recorded in Scripture because it meant 
something. There is truth here that we need to see and understand. The truth is 
that when Jesus came to earth, He entered a very dark world and brought light 
with Him, His glory. Indeed, it is important that He Himself is light, the light 
of the world. 

        Once more, we begin this evening by reading John’s account of where the 
story of Jesus begins. John presents the coming of Jesus in full glory. Notice the 
focus on light. READ John 1:1-18. 

  

Main point: Jesus came to bring the brightest of lights to the darkest of worlds 
so many might find their way to life. 

  

        The purpose of Jesus coming was to bring real, lasting light into this dark 
world. As we have seen throughout this series, He did it for us, for our sake. He 
sacrificed so that WE might benefit. 

The imagery of light and darkness is one of the most common in 
Scripture, too much for us to take on in its entirety. But I would like to give a 
brief overview of the subject. It fits the occasion and is reinforced by the setting 
here tonight, with darkness outside and only the barest of lights here in the 
sanctuary. It is my goal that you will leave here with a better appreciation for the 
truth about Jesus behind the imagery of Him being light of lights. (2 parts) 



I. Biblical worldview: this world is engulfed by darkness, with God being our 
true source of light. 

        This imagery of light/darkness permeates Scripture, from the first verses of 
the very beginning to the last verses of the very end. All of human history is cast 
into this light/dark imagery. And it is oh so much more than a scientific, physical, 
literal light that God has in mind. Yes, it includes the scientific, but that is almost 
peripheral to the purpose. 

        How does the story of Scripture begin? We see in the first verses of Genesis 
1:1-2, 

  

        In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

  

         It is no incidental detail that the earth is described as encased in darkness. 
Human history on this earth begins with darkness. Again, this is both literal and 
figurative. As we know from other texts, the satan has been cast out of heaven 
along with his rebellious other angels, and cast to earth. The earth is a mess! It is 
not fit for mankind. It has to be shaped and prepared for man. But the first 
picture of this mess includes the Spirit of God hovering over this chaotic mess, 
ready and waiting to enter, eager perhaps to enter into it. 

        And what is the first thing God does? Gen. 1:3 tells us God speaks, “Let 
there be light!” And there was light! The darkness has been illumined with light. 
Now, it is noteworthy that the sun, moon, and stars are not created until day 4. 
So, this light on day one does not come from sources within creation. We are 
not actually told the source of the light. We are left to piece things together or 
sit in wonder. All we know is that the first act of God in Genesis 1 is to bring 
light into a totally dark world, and to do so through His own means. 



        To complete this thought, I take you to the last scene presented in 
Scripture, that of the new heaven and the new earth. What we see there is that 
some of the features of the old heaven and old earth are no longer needed. They 
were only temporary substitutes for the real and true and lasting. In Rev. 21:22-
24 we read the following, 

        And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will 
the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,   

        The eternal light is the shekinah glory of God, and its lamp is the Lamb, 
Jesus Himself. As long as we have Jesus, we have all the light needed to see our 
way. All other sources are limited, temporary, artificial. It seems to me that this 
same imagery might be behind the wording of Genesis 1, that God Himself 
provided the light for this dark world on day one, and that the sun, moon, and 
stars are only temporary stand ins for the real thing. They certainly are not to be 
worshipped as the true source of light and heat. God is the source and only one 
deserving honor and worship. It was not that He created this light on day one 
but that He caused this light to shine on this dark, foreboding world. 

        Elsewhere, the Scriptures point to the Word as being our source of light, 
(Psalm 119:105) 

  

        Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

  

        But even here, is it a coincidence that John picks up the imagery of Jesus 
being the Word, the Word made flesh? I think not, especially since the next 
phrase after declaring the Word was made flesh is that “we beheld His glory.” 
Declaring the Word became flesh is associated with bring the light of His glory 
with Him when He came. Or how about the song of Simeon in Luke 2? There, 
with the newborn Jesus in his arms he declares, 



        Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 
word;  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation  31 that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples,  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 
your people Israel. 

  

Did you catch that? Simeon can now SEE God’s salvation. Even the 
Gentiles can now see, and the light of God’s glory will shine forever upon God’s 
people, Israel. 

So, the Scriptures are clear from beginning to end that God is the true 
source of light, that Jesus Himself is that light, that radiance of God’s glory as 
Hebrews 1 puts it. 

        Just as clear is the thought that we as failed, flawed human beings are living 
in darkness. Our human condition is one of darkness, of stumbling about in the 
darkness. Clearly, in this context, darkness represents the effects of sin, living in 
a sin filled world, being unable to see clearly because of the darkness. 

        I think of Isaiah 9, that great chapter where the prophet announces the 
coming Messiah: Wonderful, Counselor, Prince of Peace and all of the rest. But 
just before that in v. 2 (Is. 9:2) we read these words, 

 

        The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

 

        Notice their natural state was walking in darkness, but God was sending 
light. We see the same thought in Is. 60:1-3 

  

        Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you.  2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 



peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon 
you.  3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising. 

  

        Living in darkness means we are in a mess of trouble and can’t find our 
way out. We stumble, wander, without hope. We need light! But the good news 
is that some day, God would send His light. His glory, the light of His glory 
would shine through and show us the way. Mankind’s hope for overcoming the 
darkness would be the light God would send. 
 

II. Jesus came to bring permanent, piercing light into this dark world. 

  

         As we read to start this sermon, Jesus came to shine His light in the 
darkness. The text tells us this light, this true light (John 1:9) gives light to 
everyone. There would no longer be any excuse for sinners about seeing in the 
darkness. Jesus came as the light of the world, shining His light, His shekinah 
glory light for all to see. Now we know how to navigate in the darkness! We no 
longer are destined to stumble about, tripping over things in the dark. We no 
longer have to be afraid of the dark. We have the light of Christ shining in this 
dark world. 

        Jesus declared Himself to be that light in John 8:12, 

  

        I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life. 

  

        This is a powerful declaration! Do you see that? He IS the light that leads 
to life. We can see the way, find the way, follow the way that leads to life…as 



long as we follow Jesus as that light. Just as the children of Israel in Moses’ day, 
who had the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night to guide them, 
so we have this light come from God to show us the path to life, and in this case 
eternal life. Follow Him and you will find the way to eternal life. 

        Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 4:5-6, 

  

        For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

  

        We who choose to live in light rather than darkness can see and know 
God, having His glory as our light. Again He writes in Colossians 1:13-14, 

  

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 

        Yes, it fits precisely that the birth of Jesus is depicted as happening at 
night and that with His birth came the announcement to the people who were 
awake that night, the shepherds tending their flocks. Yes, they were shocked by 
the great light. But what do you expect when your eyes have become accustomed 
to the darkness? Bright lights in total darkness can overwhelm us. Light has 
come into the darkness! And yes, it is directly related that the earth was plunged 
into darkness when Jesus was hanging on the cross. He came as pure light, and 
yet He lived in this very dark world. 

  



        But there is a problem. Scripture declares that the people of God, the Jews 
in particular in Jesus’ day, did not receive Him as their light. Now to be sure, 
those who did receive Him were granted by Him the title of “children of God.” 
He granted them light and life. But far too many preferred the darkness over the 
light. John writes this in John 3:19-21 

  

        And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  20 For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever does what is true comes to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in 
God.” 

  

        The sad truth is that many people prefer darkness over light, always have. 
The problem is that the light that shows the way to life also shine on deeds 
done in darkness. It reveals what has been going on. While living in darkness, we 
might be able to pretend that such evil deeds do not exist, but when the Light 
comes and exposes things for what they are, we cannot pretend any longer. 

        So, even though bringing the light is a really, really good thing meant to 
help everyone, not everyone saw or sees it as such. Too many would just rather 
live in darkness. 

        And so you don’t think of this as a problem for those people back then, I 
point you to some words from John, this time His first epistle, chapter 1. (1 
John 1:5-7) 

 

        This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say we have fellowship 
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  7 But 



if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

  

        Again in ch.2, John writes, 

  

        At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, 
which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the 
true light is already shining.  9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his 
brother is still in darkness.  10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, 
and in him there is no cause for stumbling.  11 But whoever hates his brother is 
in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, 
because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 

  

        So, this Christmas season, I urge you to see the light in this dark world, 
take advantage of the light, walk by the light, stay close to the lamp, the Lamb. 
This is why Jesus came into the world: to bring His light so we might see and 
live! 

 


