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Wealth for Poverty 
December 4, 2022 
2 Cor. 8:9 
 As I’m sure most of you know, for our advent series this year, we 
are calling it “The Great Exchange,” looking at the incarnation, the 
coming of Jesus from the perspective of what He gave up and what He 
took on. Last week, Pastor Kyle began the series by looking at Philippians 
2 and the fact that when Jesus became a human being, He gave up royalty 
with all of its trappings and took on servanthood with all that comes with 
it. As Jesus himself put it in Mark 10:45 about Himself, “For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many.” He came as royalty, yes, but He came as a servant and 
lived life as a servant. He came to serve. 
 And, as you might expect, all of these things that Jesus exchanged 
when He took on flesh have implications for us as well. It is not just a 
fact that it happened, but an important truth that ought to shape our 
perspective on Jesus, increase our awe of Him, inspire us to take on the 
very qualities that He displayed as the text made clear last week, and 
thank Him for what He did for us. That is the thought behind the series 
we are preaching this year. How ought a proper understanding of the 
incarnation of Jesus shape our thinking and attitude. Last week, it was 
royalty for servanthood. 
 This week, we look at the same event through the lens of 
prosperity. As you can see from the title, He exchanged wealth for 
poverty. When Jesus came down from His position of highest honor in 
heaven to be born as a man, He gave up wealth with all that it brings with 
it in exchange for poverty with all that it brings with it. And He did it for 
us, for our benefit. 
 We are using as our base text for this sermon a perhaps unlikely 
verse, 2 Corinthians 8:9, just one verse. Let me read it for you as we 
begin. READ 2 Cor. 8:9,  
 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty 
might become rich.”  
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There it is. He exchanged wealth for poverty, and His purpose in 
doing so is made clear, so that we might become rich. I am going to spend 
the bulk of my time this morning unpacking this great truth, what it 
means that Jesus gave up wealth for poverty so we might become rich. 
 
Main point: Jesus came in the humble way He did so we might share in 
His wealth. 
 
 The manner of His coming, the details of His coming were to 
demonstrate a deeper, richer truth about Him. It speaks to His purpose in 
coming. It was not just to check in on us, to hang out with us, to set an 
example for us. It was to share His wealth with us, a wealth that is beyond 
measure, infinitely precious and crucial for our survival. We must have 
what He came to bring us. (2 parts) 
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I.  Jesus gave up His wealth, both tangibly and intangibly.  
 
 It is almost inescapable to be confronted with the image of Jesus’ 
birth and the humility that it represents. How many manger scenes will you 
see during any Christmas season? Literally hundreds, perhaps thousands. 
How many do you have in your house? We have dozens. They may not all 
be on display every year, but I assure you, we have them! They are precious 
to us, reminders of the scene of Jesus’ birth, with the inescapable, breath 
taking truth that He was born in the most humble of circumstances, more 
humble I believe than the birth of any of us here, or anyone we know. He 
was born in a place designed for animals, with the animals’ utensils His 
furniture and shelter.  
 Could He have afforded more? Of course, don’t be silly. Ought we 
expect more from such a royal birth, the most royal birth in human history? 
Without a doubt. But that was not the plan. The plan was to have Jesus 
born in the most humble of circumstances, humble even in comparison with 
other births of the day and culture. It was noteworthy humility. Why? Why 
would God plan such a jolting entry of His one and only Son into the 
human realm? To demonstrate the truth before us this morning: in coming 
to earth, Jesus became poor so that by His poverty, we might become rich. 
 The verse before us is 2 Corinthians 8:9. It is in the context of Paul 
persuading the Corinthian church to be generous in their offering to help 
the struggling church in Jerusalem. As he traveled in the region, Paul was 
collecting an offering to be given to the mother church, the Jerusalem 
church. But why should these churches in Macedonia and elsewhere give to 
such a cause? Why should they care? Why shouldn’t they just focus on 
helping themselves and their own. I mean, they were not rich! 
 In answer to such unstated objections, Paul points to this truth about 
poverty and wealth from Jesus. Jesus, their Savior and Lord, shared His 
wealth, He actually became poor so they might be rich, they might receive 
riches by His grace. That is the point being made in this verse. But the truth 
of this verse goes way beyond the collection of an offering from the various 
churches of the Roman empire in the first century. There is truth here that 
ought to change our lives and how we live them today. 
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 I’d like to first focus on what it is that Jesus gave up, and I’d like to 
think about it in two categories: tangible and intangible. Let’s do the 
tangible first. Jesus became poor. If He became poor, it is clear that He was 
not poor before this. Indeed, He owns all there is. He has a first claim on 
everything. The streets of His kingdom are paved with pure gold. The 
precious jewels in His kingdom are beyond measure and imagination. Who 
could imagine a city gate made out of one pearl! This is the type of wealth 
that Jesus had at His disposal and gave up to become a man. And if He 
needed more of any precious objects, more wealth, He could just speak the 
word and it would be created. We know this because the Scriptures are 
clear that He Himself created everything that is. He made it. It is His, He 
has a first claim on it. He lacks nothing. 
 And yet, with all of those resources at His disposal, He chose to live 
a particularly meager and Spartan life, even by the standards of His day. 
What was His house like? He had none. The text tells us that unlike even 
the animals, “the Son of Man had nowhere to lay His head.” What was His 
chosen means of transportation? Car, jet, camel caravan? No, walking or 
occasionally a donkey. How about His line of work? He worked with His 
hands, He built furniture for others with His Father. Did He have the latest 
and best in fashion? Actually, here He had one garment that was desirable 
when He died. They cast lots to see who would get His coat. There, that’s 
it! He had everything, and He lived like someone with nothing. He ate what 
people put in front of Him, He stayed in their homes, He lived a meager 
life. He didn’t have to but He did. I doubt any among us would willingly 
live at the level of poverty that Jesus lived. Am I correct? 
 But these are just the tangible things, the things we can see and feel. 
There is another category of His wealth that we must not neglect. Jesus was 
the possessor of the most precious commodities in all of creation, things 
like love, grace, and mercy. He is rich in all of these things and has given 
them up freely. I would like to focus on one of those intangible assets. He 
possessed something that He and only He has and He gave it up, He 
willingly shared it with others: His righteousness. As I explained to a group 
I teach a few weeks ago, I would love it that the most lasting impact I have 
had in my time in Seward would be to have the people under my teaching 
understand righteousness. That would please me very much. 
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 Righteousness is an often used term, we sing the term! And yet, it is 
rarely defined or even understood. Righteousness, most simply put, is the 
“stuff” you need to be right before God. If you stand before God, you must 
have righteousness as your offering, your certificate of approval, or else you 
will be destroyed. You must have righteousness and you cannot have any 
unrighteousness. Righteousness is the stuff you get when you do something 
good and right before God. To this end, we as sinful people are all totally 
lacking righteousness, we have none. And, as sinners, we lack the means to 
obtain it or buy it. We need it and we have no way of getting it. 
 But this is where Jesus comes in. He came to earth with His 
righteousness, which He has agreed to lavish on those who trust in Him. 
As Paul puts it in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake (there it is again, “our 
sake”!) He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” We were in total poverty with regard 
to righteousness, but Jesus, who is rich in righteousness has generously given 
us His. He took our sin with its stain of unrighteousness and given us His 
righteousness. He became poor so that we might become rich. Making 
sense? He took on our sin, made Himself poor to the point of suffering the 
wrath of God for sin, so that we might have what we need to be acceptable 
before God. He became poor so we might become rich.    
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II.   Jesus became poor so that we might share in His wealth.  
 As many of you know, Joan and I are in the middle of handling the 
affairs of several elderly relatives. We are paying bills, selling assets and 
distributing funds. So, the wording of this passage is very real to me right 
now. We are dealing with inheritance. By definition, there is nothing you 
can do to inherit. You don’t earn inheritance. An inheritance is something 
that someone gives to you of their own free will, while you do nothing to 
receive it. We are in the process of working such situations through and 
will eventually be informing people that they are receiving an inheritance 
from someone who earned the money, has died and now has passed on 
that money to them. In this sense, the person who died was “rich”, but 
has given up those riches to enrich others. We are in the process of 
making that happen. We are also the grateful recipients of such an 
inheritance. We are keenly aware that we have done nothing to deserve it. 
We are simply related to and precious to the one who had it.  

Such is the case with Jesus and His riches. Jesus came with the 
intention of making Himself poor so we could become rich. We see that 
in our verse of the morning in the phrase, “for your sake.” It is not just 
that He did it, but that He did it to benefit us, for our sake. Now right 
from the start I want to make something very clear. In my use of terms of 
our wealth here, I am not agreeing with those charlatans who preach that 
God wants His people to have lots of material wealth in this life. I am 
NOT preaching health and wealth. Such preaching is not consistent with 
Scripture.  
 But I am saying that Jesus became poor so that we might become 
rich. That is Scripture. We just have to make sure we are clear on what it 
means for us to be rich. And yes, it is true that there are some tangible 
riches in this life that are enjoyed by followers of Jesus. He tells us to ask, 
to ask in His name and it will be given to us, that our heavenly Father is a 
good, good father as we studied in the Sermon on the Mount. He tells us 
that we don’t have because we don’t ask, or we ask with the wrong 
motives. The Scriptures are clear that God delights in giving good gifts to 
His children, and that includes tangible things in this lifetime. We are to 
receive such gifts with thanksgiving as gifts from God. We are to consider 
everything we have as coming to us as gifts from God. So, Jesus becoming 
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poor so we might become riches does include tangible things in this life. 
He gives us things out of His storehouse. I know that He has blessed me 
abundantly, richly, more than I ever imagined. My cup overflows. 
 And to this end, I must respond with gratitude and generosity. As 
the text of 2 Corinthians 8 makes clear, the fact that Jesus became poor so 
we might become rich ought to lead to generosity, a willingness to share 
with others. After all, we have because Jesus shared what He had with us. 
How can we not be like Him with what He has given to us? It makes no 
sense for me to accept His generosity and yet be stingy with others. That 
would show a lack of understanding about what He has done for us. That 
is the point of our verse. Jesus shared with us to the point of poverty 
FOR OUR SAKE so that we might be generous with others. 
 But what about the intangible things that He has enriched us with? 
Well, once more He tells us to give out or share with others what we have 
received. We are to share His love with others. We are to love others 
because He first loved us. We are to extend grace and mercy to others 
because He has shared His grace and mercy with us. This is an 
expectation for those who have been beneficiaries of His generosity. See 
the parable of the unforgiving servant. 
 When it comes to righteousness, we are not in the position to share 
what was given to us. I can’t take mine and give it to someone. They have 
to receive it from Jesus in the same way I did. They have to believe in the 
same way I have believed. But this does not mean we are off the hook. 
The truth is that once we are believers, followers of Jesus, there is an 
endless list of things that we can do which will result in righteousness. 
Such righteous deeds will bless, will benefit others. 
 Again, consider the opposite. If I am a recipient of the 
righteousness of Jesus, what does it say when I then go on living a selfish 
lifestyle? What does it say about my understanding of the gift I have been 
given if I refuse to model it, pass it on to others? It means I have not truly 
understood the gift that I have been given. In the same way that I am to 
be generous with tangible things, I am to be generous with intangible 
things. I am to treat others with kindness, with undeserved love, with 
grace and mercy because I get it. I have been given an abundance of these 
things and I am to do the same. I am to model what has been given to me. 
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 But I am also to live a life of thanksgiving. I am to constantly pause 
and reflect on that which Jesus has given up for me. I am to imprint on 
my heart this phrase, “for your sake.” I am to quit thinking I can earn 
such valuable gifts as righteousness on my own and simply receive with 
thanksgiving the gifts He has given me. 
 Indeed, hear these words from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 3:7-
11. Notice here the perspective of loss and gain, riches and poverty. 
 
 v.7- But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ.  8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith—  10 that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
 If we believe this is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 
 
 1) We will reflect on what Jesus gave up when He took on flesh.  
 
 2) We will pause to reflect on the riches He has lavished on us, 
riches we did nothing to deserve.  
 
 3) We will be generous with the riches He has given us to steward. 
 
 4) We will seek to be like Him in extending love, grace, mercy and 
even righteousness to others.  
  
 5) We will be humbled by “for your sake,” and model it “for their 
sake.” 


