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1 Timothy 2:8-15 

  

        For those who might be visiting us this week, here at Hillcrest our habit is 
to preach our way through sections of Scripture. Right now, we are going 
through the Pastoral epistles, 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus. We are taking the 
text as it is presented in the book, working our way through, chapter by chapter, 
verse by verse. Right now, we are in 1 Timothy 2, verses 8-15. That is the text 
of both this morning and next week. 

I say all of this because the text before us takes on an issue that is one of 
the important, relevant, and yet very controversial issues of our times: the roles 
of men and women. It is all of these things and more. It not only divides us but 
often enflames within us high levels of emotion and passion. I know it does 
within me. It has been an issue of high concern my whole time as a pastor. It 
was THE issue when I was in college and seminary. In preparing for this 
message, I reread papers I wrote on this topic 30 some years ago, along with the 
professors’ comments, some of whom loved what I wrote and some of whom 
hated it. It has divided otherwise likeminded believers. It has become a line in 
the sand for many, distinguishing acceptable from “unacceptable” churches and 
even denominations. Yes, it is challenging. 

        And yet, the topic is dealt with in Scripture. It is in Paul’s letter to 
Timothy before us. It comes to us as the Word of God, profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. For the sake of 
harmony among all, I would rather gloss over it or skip it all together. But I 
can’t. It is here in the text and must be preached. So, here goes! Just know that it 
is no fun to preach topics or perspectives that make people angry. I do so 
because my calling as your pastor compels me to do so. This is the Word of 
God. READ 1 Timothy 2:8-15. 



Main point: Men and women ought to display godliness in how they conduct 
themselves within the church. 

  

        It is important to keep the context before us as we approach the text. Paul 
is writing to his spiritual son, pastor Timothy, whom he left in charge of the 
Ephesian church, sent there to clean up a mess. Paul is writing Timothy to 
encourage him in his work and surely intending that the letter be read to the 
whole church so they might hear Paul’s authoritative perspective on all the 
topics at hand. In some ways, this letter from Paul is designed to encourage 
Timothy and chastise his congregation. I think we will see that clearly in today’s 
text. He wrote this letter for a reason. There was a problem in this area. Here is 
God’s perspective of the problem and solution. 

        Today’s message is part one, with next week completing the sermon. Know 
that probably the most controversial parts will not be dealt with in depth until 
next week. Plan accordingly! (2 parts) 

  

I. God calls the men of His church to display godliness as they assemble. v.8 

        I word it this way because the context is the church and the issue is how 
their behavior is reflecting poorly on Christ and His church. Yes, the same 
principles could be applied to private settings, work settings, community settings. 
But our focus is on how men behave in church settings and how such behavior 
reflects on them and the church. Paul’s desire, God’s desire is that men represent 
God well, displaying godliness, not typical worldly male behavior. 

  

v.8- I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy 
hands without anger or quarreling;   

  



        “then”- His thought in this verse is connected to his previous instruction. 
Their behavior in prayer was shall we say “less than exemplary.” So, this is his 
conclusion. 

“I desire then that in every place the men should pray…”—It might not 
be visible in English, but Paul switches words here, from the generic word for 
man or person, to a specific word for men.  Why?  I'm not sure.  Surely he is 
not concerned only for men.  Surely it is not just men who should pray in 
holiness, just as surely it is important that men as well as women not dress 
inappropriately in the next verses. Surely, all people ought to behave when 
gathered as the church. But it seems to me that he addresses men because they 
have a particular problem in this area. The men of the church were acting more 
like typical worldly men than like the men of Christ’s church. 

So, I do not want to miss the basic admonition here: pray. It is almost an 
assumption: men of God, pray! I think we ought to start there. The men of 
Christ’s church ought to pray. They ought to become comfortable praying. 
They ought not see it as a sign of weakness. God expects His men to pray, and 
some of that prayer will be within the context of the church. It is not just 
private. In other words, this text would make no sense were expectations for 
prayer be limited to one’s prayer closet as we read in the Sermon on the Mount. 
There is an expectation that the church will pray, and Paul’s words here are that 
when you do so, make sure you are displaying godliness and not worldly 
manliness. 

        “lifting holy hands”- The issue here is not an instruction or requirement 
about one’s body position during prayer. It can be done flat on your face, hands 
lifted up in adoration, arms outstretched in hope of receiving, hands folded as a 
sign of quiet devotion. This is not saying, “Here is the proper body position for 
public prayer.” Instead, the emphasis is on the attitude of the one praying. The 
attitude ought to reflect godliness, not worldliness. Think outstretched hands 
compared to clenched fists. 

“holy hands”- visible sign of a pure heart.  The opposite might 
be,  “blood on their hands.” “Holy hands” indicates a way that pleases God and 
is appropriate for God’s people. Let’s admit something, shall we? We are not 



much for visible signs in our tradition.  We are pretty reserved, some of us more 
than others. But we don’t clap, we don’t raise hands, we don’t bow down or 
kneel, we are pretty non-expressive. Instead, we tend to focus on the heart.  We 
down play the importance of most outward symbols.  I once talked to a pastor 
who spends thousands of dollars each year on candles for his 
church.  Why?  Because tradition and visible signs are important to them, but 
not to us. 

        So we don't usually lift up holy hands when we pray. So what DO we 
do?  How do we demonstrate holiness before God?  I'm still searching.  Do we 
kneel?  No.  Do we pray at the altar?  No, we don't even call it an altar.  What 
do we do?  Many of us have not taught our children to close their eyes and bow 
their heads when they pray.  Is that sinful?  No, but what do we do to show 
reverence during prayer?  We have lost a certain sense of holiness in prayer, and 
we need to get it back. There is value in the tangible expressions of faith. 

        “without anger or quarreling”- another indicator of the problem.  It seems 
to me that prayer was bringing out the worst in them.  They were divided on 
how and for whom to pray.  Instead of praying in a unified, holy voice, they 
were treating it like a sporting event… or worse. 

        Okay, let’s be honest. I have never associated anger or quarreling with 
church prayer meetings. Have you? A bigger issue might be falling asleep during 
prayer, but anger and quarreling? When? Oh wait, Covid! Masks! Mandates! 
Vaccinations! Yes, I can envision anger and quarreling if the prayer was “I pray 
that everyone would wear their mask without complaining!” I could see such 
strife if the prayer was, “I pray that everyone would stand united against any 
mandate.” Yes, I know of churches that have or might soon die over strife 
related to the government response to covid. Maybe this is not as farfetched as 
we might imagine. I can envision people bringing their personal agendas into the 
church meetings, even prayer meetings. I can imagine raised voices, tempers 
flaring. I think I’ve seen it happen! “I desire then that in every place the men 
should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling;” Men of God, 
behave yourself as the assembled church. Does your behavior reflect holiness, 
godliness, or brutishness? People are watching. 



II.  God calls the women of His Church to display godliness as they assemble. 
vv. 9-10 

        Just as God expects His men to behave themselves in accordance with their 
Christian identity and calling, so He expects His women. Their issues might be 
different, but the call to godliness is the same. In this case, the women of the 
church of Jesus Christ give testimony to their commitment to Christ by what 
they wear and how they conduct themselves. 

  

        9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, 
with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly 
attire,  

  

        “likewise” --corresponds to men in v.8.  Instruction for men: righteous, 
not boorish behavior during public church gatherings.  Instruction for women: 
righteous dressing and conduct.  I Timothy is an equal opportunity epistle. 

        “adorn themselves in respectable apparel”- Why is this a women's 
issue?  For the same reason as prayer for men. It applies to both, but is more 
likely to be a problem for the one than the other. God knows the problems 
commonly faced by each. In the case of women, it is how they dress. So I ask 
you, how much have things changed in 2,000 years?  It is still true that by and 
large, the issue of what women wear is much more important than what men 
wear.  At least it is still true in our house.  I could wear the same clothes every 
day, every week and never know it.  My only questions are: 1) Did Joan pick it 
out? 2) Is it comfortable?  3) Will it offend others? 4) Is it clean (better: does it 
smell)? (Lastly) Is it fashionable?  (for some, lastly) Does it match? That’s how I 
decide what to wear. I know, some of you are going, “I know pastor. We can 
tell!” 

        For many men, this is how we think.  Yet, for many others, particularly for 
women, what you wear is a major issue.  Fashion is big business, even among 
Christians, even in church. Yes, we are increasingly dressing more casually these 



days, but that doesn’t mean this is less of an issue. In fact, it might be even more 
of an issue. Respectable apparel deals with appropriateness, not formality or 
fashion. 

        So, what makes something respectable? It does not depend on being in or 
out of style, although it is a bit humorous to look at old photos of what we used 
to wear, even to church. Some fashion trends were and are hilarious! The 
concern here is modesty and discreetness.  The issue is not whether it appeals to 
the eye.  Actually, the text tells us what the issue is, “with modesty and self-
control.” The issue is whether it is sending the wrong message.  Paul instructs 
women to not send inappropriate messages through their dress. Men tend to 
send inappropriate messages by their temperament, their anger, showing who is 
the “bigger bull.” Women make statements through their clothes. And in this 
case the message ought to be respectable. What might these messages be?  “I'm 
available.  I desire attention.  I'm looking good and I want you to know it.  My 
self-esteem is based on my appearance.”  These are messages the world sends 
every day, but not so among you. 

        The world says, “if you've got it, flaunt it.” The world says you have to 
show what you have, that the clothes define the person and even in church you 
are trying to make an impression through your attire. But that is not how God 
wants us to make an impression. It ought not be through suggestive or 
inappropriate attire but through godly character and practices. The women of 
Christ’s church should always be concerned about the messages they send with 
their appearance. 

        “not with braided hair”- This is not a prohibition against certain 
hairstyles, like braids. It is very much about people making statements about 
themselves with such fashion statements. Ephesus was a society much like ours 
today.  They were quite concerned with the latest fashions in Rome and 
Athens.  We know that during this period of time, the latest rage was elaborate, 
huge hairdos, complete with pearls, braids, layers, etc.  It started with the ladies 
of prominence of the day, passing down not through television or magazines, 
but through coins.  The culture of the day was for women to attract attention 
through elaborate hairstyles, revealing clothing, fancy jewelry and common 
people could see the latest trends in the coins of the women of prominence. The 



coins were like the magazine covers. Everyone saw them, everyone wanted to be 
like them. Is it any different today?  Not at all. We all want to be like our 
models. We want to be associated with them. 

        

        10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good 
works. 

  

"but"--instead of attracting attention through appearance, there is 
another, better way: good works, doing things that show godliness. 

“what is proper for women who profess godliness”—It is not that men 
give up being men or women give up being women. Instead, it the fact that we 
are not just men, we are men who profess godliness. We are women who profess 
godliness. We represent our Savior. We are Christian men, Christian women. 

        "with good works"--I hear the objection already:  that's no fun! “Make a 
statement about who you are by doing good things.”  I'd rather attract attention 
by dressing well.  That may be how the world operates, but it is not to be so 
with God's people.  If you want to turn heads in a godly way, then seek out 
opportunities to do God's work.  It will attract the right kind of attention.  Do 
you get the point? 

        What's the problem here?  Why does Paul seem to be overly concerned 
about women’s looks?  Because he knows us, because God knows us. He knows 
men make a name for themselves by showing themselves to be the biggest bull in 
the room, in this case by shouting over or intimidating all the others in the 
room. He knows women make a name for themselves by showing they can dress 
better, more attractively than all the other women in the room. And that is true 
no matter what the age. This is not just a teenager problem. And make no 
mistake about it, women dress to impress each other more than they dress to 
impress men. The truth is the men rarely notice. But the women always notice 
what other women are wearing. 



        Recently, two college girls were standing at the counter in our kitchen. 
One told the other one how much she liked the clothes the other one was 
wearing. So, me being the smart aleck that I am said, “Why don’t you ever 
compliment the clothes I am wearing?” She turned to me and said, “Your shirt 
is grey.” That was it. I got no other comment than the shirt I was wearing was 
grey. No, it makes sense to me why Paul would call out the women of the 
church on this issue. We ought not come to church drawing attention to 
ourselves by the way we dress, we ought not send worldly messages about 
ourselves in an environment where we are to be concerned about godliness, 
holiness, not cultural superiority. That is not appropriate in the church. 

        As I suggested at the outset, the text goes on from there to a much more 
controversial issue, authority and teaching. But I’m holding off on that one until 
next week. There, you have been forewarned! 

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

1)  We will not bring worldly standards of manliness and womanliness 
into the church. 

        2) Our behaviors will reflect our new identity, not our old one. 

        3) We will be concerned about how our actions and words tell about our 
holiness and godliness, not our cultural trendiness. 

        4) We will be careful about the messages we are sending, messages 
common in the world but totally inappropriate in Christ’s church. 


