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October 23, 2022 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

        We are studying the pastoral epistles, letters written by the apostle Paul to 
young pastors Timothy and Titus. We are just getting started, 1 Timothy 2:1-7. 
We have already seen an important issue that surely prompted this letter: men in 
the church teaching wrong things. That issue was crucial. We will see more on 
this issue as we work our way through the letter. 

        But here in chapter 2, we are introduced to another topic: conduct in 
public worship, public gathering of the church. This dominates the chapter. And 
here in these first verses, the issue is what happens when the people come 
together to pray. What should be a beautiful, life giving, refreshing time of 
fellowship and community while talking with God had become something other 
than that. We see that mentioned specifically in v.8, a verse that we will not get 
to entirely until next week. But I want to read it now so you will have it firmly 
in your mind as we work our way through the text. “I desire then that in every 
place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or 
quarreling;” From this, I think it should be obvious that their public practice of 
prayer had become a fight scene, complete with arguing and raised voices and 
angry temperament. It was certainly NOT conducive to prayer. 

        So, with that in mind, let’s see what Paul writes here in these first 7 verses 
about prayer. But first, I must also let you know that in his argumentation for a 
better perspective on prayer, Paul makes some rich theological statements that 
go far beyond the issue of joint prayer. He goes to the nature and role of Jesus 
and the heart of God toward those who do not yet know Him. So, the issue is 
praying as a church, but the content of the text goes well beyond that. There, 
hear the Word of the Lord as conveyed through Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1-7. 
READ 

  



Main point: Prayer is not to be selfish, but a means of connecting our hearts to 
God and the people He cares about. 

  

        In their effort to make sure the whole church body adopted their own bent 
and agenda, the church at Ephesus had turned their times of prayer into a verbal 
wrestling match, so much so that Paul has to intervene and remind everyone 
what prayer is all about. It is not to be about getting everyone to agree with me 
and my agenda and my priorities. Instead, it is to take time to talk with God and 
lay things before Him, and in the process learning to see this world as He sees 
this world. When we pray as we should, He uses it to mold our hearts. That’s 
what I see here. 

        So as we go through this text, I urge you to examine how you pray. Is it 
just about you and yours? Is it asking God to adopt your agenda? Or, is it a time 
and effort to align your will, your perspective with His. That’s what He intends 
for it to be. You can be assured of that. (2 parts) 

I. Our prayers ought to be more than informing God of what we ourselves want. 
vv. 1-3 

        Yes, He wants to hear, He delights in hearing us pray for ourselves, our 
needs, our problems. But if our prayers stop there, we will never experience prayer 
as it was designed by God to be. It is designed to go WAY beyond us. 

  

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people,   

  

        "First of all"--not necessarily in chronology, but in importance.  Of all the 
topics Paul was to address, the most important thing he wanted Timothy to 
know was about prayer and worship (later in the chapter).  Their prayer 
problem was a top concern for Paul. 



        "supplications"--first of four terms for prayer (of 7 total in the New 
Testament). It carries the idea of desire or need. 

        "prayers"--general term for prayer. 

        "intercessions"--used only here and 4:5 in all of NT.  A "familiar" type of 
prayer indicating boldness in approaching God (treating Him as a friend??) 
conversational prayer?? 

        "thanksgivings"--eucharist.  Point is not in the distinction of each, but that 
Paul wants them to pray all kinds of prayers 

        "all people"--  Their prayers should be of all kinds for all kinds.  No one 
is to be left out. He piles up the prayer terms telling them to utilize all of those 
types of prayer for all people. 

        Can you see their problem already?  They were in the habit of praying only 
for themselves and their own.  They saw no need for or rebelled against praying 
for outsiders.  They were selfish in their prayers.  Their focus was inward.  They 
had their priorities in order (according to them), but in actuality they were out 
of order (according to Paul).  They were so focused on themselves that they 
neglected concern for others. In fact, it seems they were fighting with each other 
to get others to pray like they wanted to pray (v.8) Correcting this was top 
priority for Paul. 

  

2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 

  

        "for kings"—All people included kings. Pray for the king. Why mention 
kings?  Most likely to be hated by Christians, or he would probably hate 
Christians.  Now, who would have been king over Ephesus in Paul's time? 
Nero!  What was Nero like?  He persecuted Christians. He was among the 
worst ever toward Christians. Ever!  He wrapped Christians in wild animal skins 



and let wild dogs tear them apart.  He crucified them.  He tied them to stakes 
and set them ablaze to light the streets. He used burning Christians as street 
lights!!! Surely, it’s OK to hate someone like that, isn't it? Instead, Paul says, 
“Pray for all people, even kings!” Pray for Nero. 

        “All who are in high positions”- Notice the repetition of the word “all” in 
this passage, already in v.1, here in v.2 and again in v. 4. All highlights the 
tendency toward me and mine type of perspective, which is our natural bent in 
prayer. We want to pray for ourselves and ours. Paul advocates for praying for 
all, and especially for those we wouldn’t ordinarily care about. I assure you, 
praying for Nero wouldn’t naturally come to mind for the Ephesian church. 
This would be a similar thought to “pray for your enemies.” Pray for those 
whom you cannot stand and wish would go away. What about your least 
favorite national leader, perhaps one who thinks he or she is a king?  It's OK to 
leave that one off your prayer list, isn't it?  Not in the slightest.  As bad as they 
are, we still need to pray for them.  Calvin says on this passage, "We must pray 
that He may make bad men good." 

        Isn't that just like us?  We are so quick to say or think bad thoughts about 
leaders, but does that lead us to pray for them?  We are here called to pray for 
those whom we hate the most, the ones furthest from good thoughts in our 
minds. Pray for the most oppressive leaders over us. 

        But what should we pray?  I know.  We should be fervent in praying that 
God would remove them!  No. 

        "that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life"--IOW-Pray that they are wise 
so we can lead quiet, peaceful lives.  Pray that they are successful in maintaining 
the peace of the land.  Pray that they will allow people the freedom to live out 
the Christian life without hassle.  We should pray that they will follow God's 
purposes for their rule.  Pray that God will bless them.  People we naturally 
hate?  Yes, even people we hate. 

        Again, I ask, “does this come naturally to us?” Not at all. If anything, we 
might pray for such people that God would strike them down…and feel good 
praying it! But God desires that we pray that they would do their job well 



enough that we would live in peace, our lives would be quiet. Pray that kind of 
prayer for the king. 

  

        3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  

  

  

        "good"--beautiful.  It is beautiful, wonderful, totally proper in the sight of 
God to pray such prayers for others, even for kings, even for those who drive 
you bonkers, even for those who have been mean to you. God is pleased when 
we pray like that. 

        Notice “God our Savior.” Hint, hint!!! You are who you are because God 
SAVED you. He treated you more kindly than you deserved to be treated. So, 
share His heart toward others. 

        So, why would God tell us to do such a thing as pray for people we 
naturally hate, who cause us great harm? Is He just trying to make us miserable, 
to mess with our minds? No. He tells us to do this so that we might change our 
perspective on such people. I said it last week, it fits here as well, “The enemy is 
the enemy.” Even an oppressive ruler is not our enemy. We do not fight against 
him. Our battle is against satan and his minions who are using such people to 
accomplish their will. If you want to pray against someone, pray against the 
enemy. Pray that God would strike him down, push him away, cast him away 
from us. 

        Again, I ask you to analyze your prayers.  How much time is spent praying 
for people whom you detest?  Any? For national leaders of the other 
party?  Really, do you pray often for those with whom you totally 
disagree?  When was the last time you prayed for them?  We are way too selfish 
in our prayers.  We must pray for those who have yet to love us. 

 



II. Look how far God has gone to help those opposed to Him.  vv. 4-7 

        Here is an example of what it looks like to care about those opposed to 
you: Jesus. 

  

4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.   

  

        "who desires all people to be saved"--now there's a leap.  What's the 
connection between praying for everyone and God's desire to see everyone 
saved?  They were so focused on self, that they lost their concerned for the lost. 
They viewed the lost, particularly those in authority over them, as their enemies. 
They hated them and would never dream of praying for them. They were not 
praying for the lost.  Paul responds by reminding them that God still wants to 
save that person whom they hate.  God wants that very person to enter into His 
kingdom.  We may desire to kick them out of our kingdom, but God wants to 
save them.  Notice how Paul makes the shift from practical exhortation to deep 
theological truth.  One flows naturally from the other.  

Several studies I lead have been dealing with this concept recently, 
particularly how this relates to the doctrine of election. If He chooses some over 
others, does He really desire all people to be saved? Which one is it? Actually, I 
think they can both be true. God’s character is highlighted by mercy, by grace, 
by steadfast love. That is who He is. So, even He has compassion on such 
people who rebel against Him and mistreat His people. He would desire that 
even THEY would be saved. Now, does mean they actually will be saved? Not 
at all. But that doesn’t mean that God does not care about them, He does, it 
comes from the core of His character. 

        "and come to the knowledge of the truth"--we call that "saving 
knowledge."  It is a knowledge that is much deeper than head knowledge, 
mental assent.  It is a commitment-level, from the heart knowledge of the 
truth.  God really wants bad people to be saved. He loves bad people. He wants 



them to embrace truth. He wants them to be saved. After all, didn’t He prove 
that with you???? 

  

5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus,   

  

  

        "one God"--what's the connection here between monotheism and prayer 
for others?  This seems like pretty deep theology to support the admonition to 
pray for leaders. But it is here that we see the best example of what it means to 
seek the well being of those opposed to you. So, on one side you have God, all 
everything. On the other side you have us, sinful people. And we are at odds 
with each other. What we need is for there be someone between us, who can 
bring these two warring parties together. 

        "mediator"—The words means just what you would expect, "one who 
intervenes between two, either in order to make or restore peace and friendship, 
or to form a compact, or for ratifying a covenant."  Christ is the unique, the one 
bridge between God and man. He mediates between God and sinful man, He 
shares a nature with both, acceptable to both sides. He can speak authoritatively 
for both sides. He can speak authoritatively TO both sides. There is only one 
person who stands between you and God: Jesus.  No one else does, not me, not 
some official or king or curch ruler.  No one comes between you and God but 
Jesus. One God, one Mediator. 

This concept is not unique to this passage, indeed we saw it in Job 9 when 
we studied that great book. But it certainly has an importance beyond the issues 
of the passage.  Christ Jesus is the only one who can claim to be both God and 
man, necessary to be the mediator.  He is the one which brings peace to 
humanity by reuniting it with God.  The one mediator.  



So, there is truth here on at least two levels. Just as Jesus came between 
warring parties, so we can when we intercede for them with God. We can share 
His heart toward such people. And then, even more importantly, we can help 
them find Jesus as their true mediator. We can help them find their Savior. But 
we’ll never do that unless we share God’s heart toward them. He doesn’t view 
them as the enemy and He doesn’t want us to view them that way either. 

        "the man Christ Jesus"--not as in contrast to woman, but emphasizing 
Jesus' human nature. He is both God over all (Romans 9:5) and He is man. He 
has to be in order to mediate. 

  

6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the 
proper time.   

  

        v.6- "ransom"-- literally "ransom instead of."  Ransom is a thing of value 
given in exchange for another's redemption. In theology circles, we know this as 
the vicarious atonement, the ransom paid by one for the benefit of another. 
Jesus paid that penalty for sinners like you and me. Our Mediator paid for our 
freedom Himself. I hope you can see how this fits in here. This is a passage 
teaching the importance of praying for those who are far from God. Why 
should we? Because God cares about them, even if they are making your life 
miserable. Why should Jesus give Himself as payment for your sin? 

        "for all"—This is the tricky part, where our theologies collide. Does this 
mean all will be saved???  Not at all, but his saving extends to all.  None are 
beyond his redemption, even those people whom we hate, you know, those 
people who are not worth our time in prayer. He didn’t come to save good 
people. He came to save lost people. Those people you hate and refuse to pray 
for are the very people Jesus died for. 

        "at the proper time"--IOW- Jesus came along at the exact right time, and 
they just happened to be living at that time.  He only came once and these 
people just happened to live at this exact time. 



  

7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the 
truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

  

        In other words: this is the gospel. This is the message I preach. Jesus came 
so that bad people like the Gentiles might be saved. Perhaps he is hinting here as 
to who was causing the ruckus: the same law teachers of chapter 1 who did not 
like the Gentiles and couldn’t conceive that God would want them to share a 
church with such people. “Pray for my neighbor, that he might come to know 
Jesus.” “Are you kidding? Your neighbor is a Gentile! We don’t need more 
Gentiles in this church!” 

Notice Paul even appeals to his calling.  Including outsiders in God's 
kingdom (and by extension our prayers) was the central focus of Paul's 
mission.  He says he is "telling the truth" It appears that some called his 
message or authority into question.  Paul's mission was to include outsiders 
because Jesus’ mission was to include outsiders. Therefore, our mission must be 
to include outsiders. So, get started by praying for them. 

        OK, what's the point?  Paul's admonition to pray was so important that he 
appealed to some heavy truths.  If these people were so important that Christ 
came to die for them, then we had better not neglect them in our prayers, 
thinking they are no good.  Their only hope is salvation in Jesus. 

        Can you see an underlying truth that prayer is not just directed toward 
God, that it also is intended to soften our hearts as well? 

        And as your pastor during these days of such turmoil and divisiveness in 
our society, I imagine Paul would be as strong or stronger with us. We've got to 
make praying all kind of prayer for all kinds of people a top priority.  We've got 
to pray less for ourselves and more for others.  We've got to pray. 

  



        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will change our attitude about those opposed to us. 

  

        2) We will use the discipline of praying for others as a means of making 
that change, praying all kinds of prayer for all kinds of people. 

  

        3) We will remind ourselves that we were once them. 

  

        4) We will cement in our minds the truth that God desires to save people 
like THAT. 

  

        5) We will remind ourselves that the Church is not a club for the good, 
but a place of refuge and hope for all kinds of bad people. 

 
 


