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1 Timothy 1:8-11 

        As we continue our study of the Pastoral epistles, and 1 Timothy in 
particular, I feel as though we are back in the first section of the Sermon on the 
Mount this morning. The problem here addressed by Paul with the church at 
Ephesus under the pastoral leadership of Timothy is that some within the 
church were teaching the Law (clearly the Law of Moses), but doing so in a way 
that took the people in the wrong direction. Instead of leading the people 
toward godliness, it led them to think too highly about the teachers and wrongly 
about the law. Jesus addressed that topic in Matthew 5. Paul deals with it at 
length in Romans and Galatians. Here, it is dealt with from the pastoral side, 
with Paul challenging young pastor Timothy to stand up to these so-called 
experts and teachers of the law. As we read last week in v.7, they may have been 
confident in their teaching, but they didn’t have a clue what they were talking 
about.       

This is one of the big problems Timothy faced in his church at 
Ephesus.  In his church were teachers, who took great pride in teaching the Law. 
This tells us they probably were of Jewish descent, Gentile believers would not 
have been so concerned about an emphasis on the Law. But these, oh how they 
loved to teach the Law. Perhaps they were like the Pharisees, who prided 
themselves in being students of the law, keepers of the law, law keepers who 
went above and beyond the law, law experts, law professionals. Now, teaching 
the Law (of Moses) is in and of itself not bad, not wrong. After all, the Law is 
Scripture. It too is the word of God.  But they were teaching it in a wrong way, 
so wrong that Paul was compelled to instruct Timothy to order them to 
stop.  In doing so, Paul teaches us about a proper understanding of the Law of 
Moses, but also of laws in general. 

        Follow along as I read this short, but powerful text. I know the concept of 
this text might go against our common thinking, but we must understand it to 
have a proper view of the law. READ 1 Timothy 1:8-11. 



Main point: Law has good, but limited purpose. 

  

        There is great value in the Law. Indeed, as we saw in Matthew 5, Jesus did 
not come to abolish even one stroke of one letter of one word of one law. But 
He did come to actually fulfill the whole law, fulfill the purpose of the law, 
something none of us is capable of doing. Jesus used the law properly. And His 
doing so changed how we can view the law. He set us on a different course 
concerning the law. This indeed is good news that comes with the gospel. 

        So, my mission this morning is to help you see the law in a proper way, 
read it in a good way, allow it to help you toward godliness. This is part of what 
it means to be your pastor. (2 parts) 

I. There is good purpose for the Law. v. 8 

        It seems obvious when it is put that way, but we must say it regardless. The 
Law is not bad. The Law is good. It can be helpful in leading people toward 
godliness. The problem is not with the Law. 

        Imagine for a second if we took the position that the Law of Moses was bad. 
Then what do you do with all the texts that extoll the Law. Psalm 119 is 
completely filled with words of affirmation of the Law, that it gives us a path 
toward life. “Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it.” 
(Psalm 119:35) There are scores of such verses. If we said that the Law was bad, 
or a waste, or wrong, then we would have to scrub all of those verses from our 
Bibles. No, I can see why Paul starts by telling that the Law is good. The problem 
is not with the Law, but with the use of the Law, how it is taught. 

  

        v.8- Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully,   

  



        "The Law is good"--What is he talking about?  Of course, he is referring 
to the O.T. Law, the Law of Moses.  They were teaching the Law.  Paul insisted 
that they stop.  But it is not because the Law itself or the teaching of the Law is 
bad.  Indeed, it is beautiful or good.  We dare not ignore teaching the Law.  The 
problem was not the subject material.  The problem was how it was handled. 

        "if one uses it lawfully"—Lawfully. I trust you can see the play on words, 
as it is based on the same root word, law/lawfully.  It means that the law must 
be used according to the intent and purpose of the law.  Use the law lawfully, 
the way the Author intended it to be used.  In other words, the Law must be 
used for the purposes for which it was intended.  The Law is good, as long as it 
is kept in its context.  

        We see this problem all the time with laws in general. We use laws to 
shield ourselves from criticism or as weapons to beat over the heads of our 
enemies. And don’t worry, both sides do it. It is human nature (corrupted) to 
desire to use laws for our own purposes. Politicians make laws governing the 
behavior of others, but they carve out a niche for themselves. You must give up 
yours, but they do not have to give up theirs. Why? They passed a law declaring 
such a thing. We all know that as soon as a law is passed in Washington, there 
are already teams of lawyers figuring out ways around it. In many ways, 
Washington is the epicenter of using laws lawlessly, using them to benefit 
yourself and punish your foes.   Laws must be used lawfully.  

Okay, but what is the lawful use of the Law?  

The Law teaches us the awful sinfulness of our sin. Rom. 7:7, with 
Exodus 20:17. 

        -Law shows us how high and extreme are God's standards.  Matthew 5 

        -Law leads us to faith in Christ.  Galatians 3  

        -Law is foundational to Jesus' teaching.  Matthew 5 

        -Law teaches us what Jesus did.  Jesus came not to abolish the Law, but to 
fulfill the Law.  Matthew 5 



        -Law is fulfilled by us when we believe in Jesus.  Romans 8:1-4. 

  

        Yes, the Law is good, but only if it is used properly.  The Law is designed 
to point us to our need for Christ. This is how you use it lawfully, use it to 
point people to their need for Jesus.  But as we will see in the next verses, do 
NOT let anyone put you under its yoke, as if you need Jesus AND a fulfillment 
of the commands of the Law. That is using it unlawfully. 

II.  Laws are specifically pointed toward the lawless. vv. 9-11 

        Again, this sounds self-evident. Of course laws are meant for the lawless. 
People committed to doing what’s right do not need laws to compel them to do 
so. It is only people who want to do what is wrong that need laws. 

        Laws by their very nature have a target, and it is not those who obey the 
law.  It is those who violate them. 

  

9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the 
lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers,   

  

        v.9- "understanding this"--goes from point to the basis behind the 
point.  This assertion is based on a principle. 

        "law is not laid down for the just"—You can’t see it in the ESV, but there 
is a word missing here--"the".  It more literally could be translated “law is not 
laid down for the just.  It seems that Paul has gone from a specific to a larger 
principle.  Here, he is talking about the principle of law.  Laws are not for the 
righteous.  They are not intended to be the concern of the righteous. Laws 
ought not be used to trip up  or guilt trip people who obey the law. Laws ought 
not strike fear into people who habitually obey the law. That is the principle. 



They ought to strike fear into people who habitually disobey the law, telling 
them the consequences of their ways. 

        "but for the lawless and disobedient"--laws should be of no consequence 
to good people, but should bring fear to bad people who by nature ignore the 
law. 

        This is a good test for any law.  Does it punish the righteous, the innocent, 
or just the lawless, the guilty?  A good law will only minimally affect the 
righteous person, but fall heavy the lawless.  EXAMPLE.  Problem: someone is 
stealing the coffee cups.  Bad Solution: lock up the coffee cups.  Better solution: 
find out who is stealing the coffee cups and deal with that person. 

        Or in your home.  Problem: someone is leaving the cap off the tube of 
toothpaste.  Bad solution: make everyone come to you for their 
toothpaste.  Better solution: Get toothpaste with cap attached. 

        Can you see how our view might be directly the opposite?  How many 
times do we want to make life miserable for everyone because of the actions of a 
few?  (Compare airports today with those of a generation ago.)  As one 
commentator put it well, "the purpose of law is not to police good men, but bad 
men." 

        Now, how ought this shape our perspective on the law? When we put our 
faith in Christ, we went from the category of bad men to the category of good 
men. We went from an identity of law breakers to a identity of declared 
righteous or just by God. When we were still identified by our sins, we needed 
to be reminded how sinful was our sins, how high were God’s standards. But 
now that we are NOT identified by our sins but by our relationship with Jesus, 
we do not need to be reminded of how sinful we still are. We need to be 
reminded of the wonderful gift that is forgiveness. Amen? That is the point. The 
law is designed to remind bad people how bad they are and to a lesser extent try 
to get them to not be any worse. Law is designed for righteous people to remind 
them how lost they would be without Jesus. “Without Jesus…I’m toast.” 



        There is a name for piling laws on the righteous: Legalism.  I know.  I have 
rejected it.  There are legalistic societies, legalistic schools, legalistic churches, 
legalistic families.  My roommate in college could only watch one half of one 
football game per Sunday as a matter of family policy.  Is this right and 
justified? Was he in danger of sin if he watched a whole game?  Christ said his 
yoke was light, not heavy.  Our society, our church, our homes should reflect the 
freedom we have in Christ.  I know it is easy to make laws and just say no, to 
force obedience.  No to this.  No to that.  Believe me, as a parent I know this is 
so much easier.  Yet if it is undeserved, then it should not be done.  Rules, laws, 
are meant as deterrents for bad people, not shackles for good people. This 
carries over into our view of the Law of Moses. 

        Paul lists some characteristics of such lawless people, and then examples of 
the categories of people for whom law is intended.  Clearly, this list is not meant 
to be exhaustive…unless you look at it legalistically!!! These are the people who 
need to be taught about laws. 

        First are three pairs, all along the same lines, close parallels, which indicate 
the intention of their hearts: “for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly 
and sinners, for the unholy and profane.” This is what characterizes them, 
defines who they are. Laws are for such people as these. But then we get into the 
examples, which are more jolting to us. 

        "who strike their fathers and mothers"--lit. "father-smiters"--to dishonor 
to the point of death, people who kill or murder their parents. Can you see that 
this is intended to jolt? 

        "murderers”- Those who kill intentionally. 

  

10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine,  11 in accordance 
with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been 
entrusted. 

  



        v.10- " the sexually immoral"--sexual sinners (7th command) So far we 
have a breaking of the 5th, 6th, and here 7th commandments. Such people need 
laws. 

        "men who practice homosexuality"--what is that doing there?  Is it a 
proper translation?  Yes.  "sex with men'ers".  Is this clearly a sin in the 
Bible?  Absolutely.  One of the list among many gross sins. Do you think it is 
irrelevant or a coincidence that this sin is in the list? No. We live in a society 
that does not consider such behavior as sinful. And yet, this uses terms 
indicating men. What about women? Is that not also sinful? Of course it 
is…unless you view it legalistically! 

        "enslavers"--literally man stealers.  Could refer to slave trade specifically, 
or to kidnapping in general.  (8th commandment) 

        "liars, perjurers"--9th commandment 

        "whatever else"--catch-all taking in any that were missed.  IOW- all those 
sorts of things which are opposed to God. 

        "contrary"--sets up the antithesis.  All this on one side.  Now the other.  

        "sound doctrine"--this is what they should be teaching, not those other 
things, not wallowing in the intricacies of the Law and myths, etc., but " in 
accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have 
been entrusted." Can you see the difference?  There's the weight of the Law, and 
then there's the glorious gospel, the one thing which can free us from the weight 
of the Law. Use the weight of Law to point people to Jesus. Do NOT add the 
weight of the Law to Jesus followers.  Which does Paul want to be our 
focus?  With which one has Paul been entrusted?  Paul was not entrusted with 
the Law, but with the Gospel!! Yes, preach the law…but only as a means to 
compare it with the good news of the glorious gospel! Christ freed us from the 
requirements of the Law. Why would we want to keep beating the Law over the 
heads of our people! 

        I trust you can see the point Paul is driving home. We need to focus on 
the good news end of our faith, the freeing end of our faith.  It is the end which 



gives us hope of overcoming all of the problems pointed out by the Law.  Oh 
yes, you will never know how good is the good news unless you come to grips 
with how bad is your sin problem. The Law is necessary and good for that 
purpose. But if we are still preaching the Law the same way to believers we have 
missed the point entirely. Christ came to set us free. Amen? 

Can we commit ourselves to not piling on to the law end?  Can we say 
that we will be governed by Gospel, by good news, by help and hope, rather 
than by rules and regulations that neither we nor our forefathers have been able 
to bear?  (Acts 15:9-10) If not, we indeed are just like those in Timothy's 
church who were condemned for teaching "strange doctrines." Indeed, in reality, 
in principle, Jesus said we only need two laws: 

  

And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  38 This is the great and 
first commandment.  39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40) 

 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will view the Law through the lens of the gospel. 

        2) We will teach the Law as a means to present the gospel. 

        3) As believers, we will read the Law not as lawless people, but as people 
freed from its condemnation. 

        4) We will not be a people who use the law to beat the sheep or pat 
ourselves on the back. 


