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Daniel 9:1-19 

  

        I am fascinated by today’s passage from Daniel chapter 9. I don’t mind 
telling you this. It hits me on a different level. We are in the section of the book 
of Daniel where Daniel himself is having dreams and visions. Chapter 9 is the 
third one, this time it comes through personal contact with the angel Gabriel. 
But we won’t get to that interaction until next week. Instead, the chapter begins 
with Daniel reading and contemplating the words of another prophet, Jeremiah. 
As he is reading and pondering, he is prompted to break out in prayer toward 
God on behalf of his people. In other words, he turns into a priest. In a general 
sense, a prophet speaks for God to the people, Daniel is a prophet. A priest 
speaks for the people to God. A priest advocates for his people. That is what 
Daniel does here, advocate for his people to God, based on the word of the 
Lord given through Jeremiah. Are you seeing the full circle? Jeremiah receives a 
word from God and writes it down. Some years later, Daniel reads the words 
and responds to them by praying to God on behalf of his people. This is how 
the prophetic and priestly roles work and interact. 

        So, this morning we read the result of Daniel, the prophet, reading his 
Scriptures. He reads them, notices something in them and then turns into a 
priest. Let’s see if we can put this puzzle together, beginning by reading the first 
19 verses of Daniel 9. Then we’ll go back and see what he saw in the book of 
Jeremiah. READ Daniel 9:1-19. 

 Main point: When God puts you in timeout, make sure you get the point 
so you can get out! 

 Yes, as a loving Father who disciplines His children, sometimes God takes 
you to places to get your attention. If and when He does, make sure that you see 
it for what it is and take the appropriate steps. In other words, you could be 
tempted to blame God for your circumstances, rebellious children often do. But 



someone who gets it will not blame God, instead he will learn the intended 
lesson and take the appropriate action. Then he will be ready to be restored to 
freedom. Daniel wants his people to get out of timeout! May we all be the same. 
(3 parts) 

I. The prophet tells us that this is a timeout. vv. 1-3 

        As Daniel is reading the equivalent of his Bible, he is struck by how it lines 
up with what is happening around him. It prompts him to take action. 

        v.1- In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, 
who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 

        As we have seen before, it is important that we notice the time marker. Since 
chapter 8, a change in kingdoms has occurred. The Babylonian kingdom has been 
defeated by the kingdom of the Medes and Persians, leaving Darius the Mede in 
power. The people of God are still in exile (in Babylon called here the land of the 
Chaldeans), but times are a changing. 

         2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number 
of years that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must 
pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 

        There it is. Daniel notices that according to the word of the Lord through 
Jeremiah, the time of oppression under Nebuchadnezzar would be 70 years. 
Where would he get that idea? In Jeremiah 25. Now for context, Jeremiah died 
only a few decades before this time. So, there was likely an overlap of the ministry 
of Jeremiah and the ministry of Daniel. And yet, Daniel considers the words of 
Jeremiah to be Scripture. In other words, there were not all of these books and 
then at some late date a group of people sat around and determined which of 
them would be considered Scripture, holy books to the Jewish people. Instead, 
the words of Jeremiah were written down and considered to be the word of God 
only a short time after they were written. Daniel was reading them and gave them 
the weight of any other Scripture. 

        So, let’s look at Jeremiah and see what it says. Picking up Jeremiah 25 at 
v.11, “This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations 



(meaning Israel and Judah) shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Then 
after seventy years are completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and that 
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declared the LORD, making 
the land an everlasting waste. I will bring upon that land all the words that I have 
uttered against it, everything written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied 
against all the nations.” 

        There it is, the 70 years. And if we took the time to read this whole section 
of the book of Jeremiah, it would be clear to us that Nebuchadnezzar would be 
the king who would do this (he is mentioned by name in v.9) and that the reason 
for this time in exile was the rebelliousness of the God’s people. Because of their 
unrepentant sin, God was sending this foreign nation to conquer them and hold 
them captive for 70 years. But, at the end of that 70 years God would judge the 
nation that took them captive. They too would be brought low. Well, guess what? 
The Medes and the Persians have just defeated the Babylonians! 

        Or, consider this one verse in Jeremiah 29, “For thus says the LORD: when 
seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you 
my promise and bring you back to this place (meaning Jerusalem and the 
Promised Land).” (Jeremiah 29:10) So, at the end of the 70 years, the LORD 
(notice the reference to His covenant keeping name) will bring them back home. 

        So, Daniel is reading this and noticing what is happening around him and 
looking at his calendar. It seems to him that the day of their release was coming 
close! It could be soon, especially since it is not so clear when the 70-year time 
clock started to tick. Was it when they ransacked the temple? Or, was it the day 
when Daniel himself was taken into captivity? All he knew was that this time of 
God ordained oppression could be soon coming to a conclusion. But he also knew 
that all of this happened because of the stubbornness and rebelliousness of God’s 
people. That is what prompted God to put them in timeout! 

 3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas 
for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.  

        This prompted Daniel to seek the Lord, to cry out to the Lord, to show that 
he understood the seriousness of their error. 



        Pause: this presents a concept that I believe about parenting. I am not a big 
believer in “grounding,” where a child’s privilege or phone or toy is taken away 
for a set period of time. Then what? Why make it a set period of time? Instead, 
better would be that the consequences would be suffered UNTIL the child 
acknowledges his wrong and repents of his ways. Then the privilege or toy or 
phone would be restored. Restoration comes as a result of repentance and not 
before. We see that concept here with Daniel. It is not that the 70 years was up 
so they could go home. It was that the conditions were now set so they COULD 
go back home IF they repented. Daniel is leading the repentance effort. Resume. 

 II. To learn our lesson, we must admit to our faults.  vv. 4-15 

        Again, if we were to read a huge chunk of Jeremiah 25-29, we would see 
laid out all of the offensive things that the people of God had done. But to save 
time, just trust me and know that you will see them in the things Daniel here 
confesses on behalf of his people. Daniel is confessing on behalf of his people all 
of the charges God has brought forward. 

        4 I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, 
the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those 
who love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong 
and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and 
rules. 

        There you are in summary form. God is good, great, awesome, faithful, 
and loving. The people are at fault, with wickedness, rebellion, disobedience, 
unfaithfulness. There it is. This is the human condition in such situations. God 
is not at fault, His sinful people are at fault! 

 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your 
name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the 
land.  7 To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this 
day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those 
who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have 
driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against you. 



        God has faithfully, continuously made His voice known through the 
prophets, through the faithful priests. His spokesmen have been clear. The fault 
is on the hearers, the shame is on them. Instead of viewing it that their God 
failed to protect them, Daniel is confessing that the people have brought this 
shame on themselves AND ON THEIR GOD! Their rebellion has made their 
God look bad, not vice versa. 

  8 To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and 
to our fathers, because we have sinned against you.  9 To the Lord our God 
belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him  10 and have not 
obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set 
before us by his servants the prophets.  11 All Israel has transgressed your law 
and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that are 
written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, 
because we have sinned against him. 

        God’s character is still above reproach, He is gracious and merciful. It is 
the people, the kings, the rulers who refused to listen to Him who are at fault. 
Even in the section of the book of Jeremiah where we read, the people wanted to 
kill Jeremiah for his words. They liked much better the message of a false 
prophet, Hananiah, who pooh-poohed Jeremiah’s message of doom and gloom. 
He predicted troubles for only two years (28:2), after which all would be fine. 

        No, the fault was with all the people of the land, from top to bottom. 
Then we notice that Daniel connects what has happened to what was predicted 
by Moses in the book of Deuteronomy, the section of blessings and cursings. “If 
you follow Me, listen to Me, obey Me, all of these good things will happen. But 
if you disobey, these are the curses that will fall on you. Foreign powers will 
come in and defeat you, oppress you, take you captive.” So, Moses’ words were 
being lived out through the Babylonians. Daniel caught the connection, and here 
repented on behalf of his people. 

 12 He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against 
our rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the 
whole heaven there has not been done anything like what has been done against 
Jerusalem.  13 As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come 



upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning 
from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 

To this point, there hasn’t been a recognition and repentance. Notice the 
wording “we have not entreated” or called upon. We have not turned from our 
sin. We have not learned from what has been written. We have lived through it 
and yet not learned from the error of our ways. We are still in timeout and we 
haven’t yet learned our lesson. BUT! The 70 years is almost up! The 
Babylonians are being punished just as Jeremiah prophesied. Now is the perfect 
time to repent! 

 14 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it 
upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, 
and we have not obeyed his voice.  15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought 
your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name 
for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

        God has a history of delivering His people, as He did during the days of 
Moses and the Egyptians. He stands ready to do so now. But first, there has to 
be a repentance by the people, a recognition that they have learned their lesson. 

        I hope your wheels are turning, I hope WE are hearing these words for 
ourselves. Do you think we are exempt from such disciplining action by God? 
Do you think He has stopped being a good Father? Of course He disciplines 
His children! And, He is right to do so. He seeks our good. In fact, the verse so 
often quoted as a life verse is set in this precise scenario, the very next verse. 
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” When He 
puts you in timeout, it is for your good, not your harm. That is what this “life 
verse” actually means! When He sends you to Babylon, it is out of His grace 
and mercy, out of His lovingkindness. He is not being mean or vindictive. He is 
trying to build life lessons into you. He is simply waiting for your repentance, 
exactly what Daniel is doing here on behalf of his people. 

 III. We must know that God’s forgiveness is out of His mercy, not our 
deserving of it. vv. 16-19 



        After confessing to all that they had done wrong, Daniel gets to his 
petition. He asks God to act on their behalf, not because they deserve it but 
because that is the kind of God He is. 

        16 “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your 
wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, 
and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a 
byword among all who are around us. 

        Here is the request, “let your anger and wrath turn away from your people 
and your land.” Notice the connection to Him. They are HIS people, Jerusalem 
is HIS holy hill. Their situation reflects on Him. Do this for YOUR glory, O, 
Lord. We have sinned, those around us are laughing, but it has brought our 
shame upon You, O Lord. We understand, we confess. It is not Your fault but 
we plead with You to act according to Your character: righteous, gracious, 
merciful. 

 17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his 
pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon 
your sanctuary, which is desolate. 

        There it is again. O Lord, Your holy place, Your sanctuary sits desolate, 
abandoned, in ruins. Do this for Your own sake, for Your own glory. We know 
we caused this situation, we get it. Forgive us by your mercy, O God. 

 18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our 
desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our 
pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 

        There it is again, we know we don’t deserve it, but we also know that You 
are merciful. We boldly ask for Your mercy. This is what repentance looks like. 
This is what being poor in spirit looks like. This is what mourning over sin 
looks like. This is what hungering and thirsting for righteousness looks like. 
(We will consider these terms again in a few weeks when we start studying the 
Sermon on the Mount!) This is what it looks like when you get it! 

  



 19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, 
for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people are called by 
your name.” 

  

        Daniel knows they have brought shame upon the LORD their God. Their 
enemies have laughed at them, at Him. Their enemies have claimed victory and 
superiority over Yahweh, all because of the rebellious nature of His people. He 
was willing to endure the shame for the grander purposes of His kingdom. 
That’s how important it was that they learn their lesson. It has taken almost 70 
years for them to learn. But Daniel is declaring that they have learned. On behalf 
of his people He repents and calls on the LORD to act to restore His good 
name. The punishment due them was put on Him. Huh! That sounds familiar. 

        So, what do we do with this text? I suggest we read it as the word of God 
intended to instruct us. It is not just a history lesson, but a warning and 
encouragement for the people of God. Too often, we are just like them. 

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will see our predicaments for what they are, NEVER God’s fault. 

  

        2) We will repent of our sin. 

  

        3) We will be conscious of how our sin reflects on our God. 

  



        4) We will remember that if God sends us into timeout, it is for our good! 

 


