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Daniel 7:15-28 

        We are studying the book of Daniel. We are picking up the text in the 
middle of chapter 7. For those who were here last week, we have turned the 
corner, from an emphasis on events from the life of Daniel to the prophecy of 
Daniel. This is where Daniel is put in the position of having dreams and visions 
that need to be interpreted instead of him interpreting the dreams of others. The 
focus is not on the story but on the content of the visions, the prophecy. 

        And as I made clear last week, this is where our frustration might greatly 
increase because of a lack of surety over the specific identification of images 
from the dream, or in our case this morning, the identification of the real life 
figures from the angel’s official interpretation of the dream. I wish I could be 
more specific and sure than I am. It would make my job this morning easier. 

        And yet, the overall message is certainly clear, and understandable, and 
ought to guide our thinking even today as we look to the future. I find myself in 
a similar position to where I was while I was a Junior High pastor during 
seminary. I got the crazy idea to teach the book of Revelation to my junior 
highers. They wanted to study it, and I gave in. So, I had to boil down the 
whole book into a few memorable statements. I’m finding myself seeing this 
section of Daniel the same way. Here they are: 1) As bad as things are now, they 
are going to get a lot worse before they get better. 2) God’s side wins. 3) Who’s 
side are you on? 

        If I could get you to see this text through that lens, I’m convinced the text 
will make better sense to you. A brief recap: the people of God have been taken 
captive into exile by the Babylonian empire under King Nebuchadnezzar. Life is 
bad, seemingly horrific. They feel like they have been abandoned by their God, 
Yahweh. Along comes Daniel with his example and his messages from God. The 
focus of these messages has been that there will be a successions of human 
kingdoms, all of them bad, but there will come a different kind of kingdom, the 



kingdom of the Son of Man (from the first part of ch. 7) which will rule over 
them all. We saw that in ch. 2 and here in ch. 7. 

        But, picking up the text in the middle of ch. 7, we see that Daniel was 
shaken and disturbed by this vision, needing interpretation himself, particularly 
over the image of the 4th beast. This beast scared him. It was not like the others. 
And as readers some 2,500 years later, we find ourselves in Daniel’s shoes, 
asking the exact same question, “Who is this 4th beast, this dreadful beast?” 
Hear these words from Daniel 7:15-28. 

Main point: The 4th beast (and the little horn who leads it) of Daniel will make 
life miserable for the people of God, only to be defeated by God Himself. 

        In other words, things are going to get a lot worse before they get better, 
God’s side wins, who’s side are you on! 

        So, as we study this text, please do not get stuck on precise language and 
needing to know all of the details. Instead, focus on the overall message, and 
especially how in the midst of a very bad time, the text portrays the people of 
God, the people of the kingdom of the Messiah, the Christ as winning, defeating 
the forces of evil arrayed against it. (2 parts) 

I.  We must know from the outset that God’s side wins, even if things get 
terrifying. vv. 15-22 

        This is the summation of all of human history. This is the summation of 
the story of the end times. This is the summation of our story. Nothing could be 
more important to us and our perspective on life than this one: as bad as things 
might seem at the time, we must know that God wins. The future is not uncertain. 
It is set. 

V.15- “As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the 
visions of my head alarmed me. 

I see this as ironic that Daniel is just as anxious upon receiving this vision 
as were the kings who had visions, or the king who watched the handwriting on 
the wall. Here, Daniel is just like them. Whatever it was that he actually saw, it 



terrified him. Perhaps he was terrified by the images, or perhaps he was terrified 
at the thought of what those images represented. In other words, seeing a strange 
beast is terrifying, that is the premise behind most horror movies. But even more 
terrifying might be seeing something you recognize and coming to grips with 
what it might mean for you. Your world might be soon turned upside down. 
But here we notice that Daniel goes from reassuring one who dreams to one who 
is terrified by what he himself has dreamt. 

 16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth 
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of 
the things. 

It is not clear right here, but it appears that this is an angel. Such will 
clearly be the case in chapter 9, even identifying a specific angel, Gabriel. So, it 
could be that the speaker here in ch. 7 is the angel Gabriel. God sent an angel to 
make sure Daniel understood the message of his vision. 

 17 ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the 
earth.  18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess 
the kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ 

There it is in summary form. There will be beasts, kings of nations, 
wicked men of great power. And yet, the saints of God shall prevail, possessing 
the kingdom at the core of the struggle forever, and ever, and ever. Are you 
catching the point? Yes, there will be wicked kings, presiding over wickedly 
powerful kingdoms, but they will NOT defeat the kingdom of God, the 
kingdom presided over by the Son of Man from earlier in the chapter. God’s 
side wins! And the win will be eternal! 

 19 “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws 
of bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left 
with its feet,  20 and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other 
horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes 
and a mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its 
companions. 



But then we come to the fourth beast. This one was/is/will be different. 
It has iron teeth, bronze claws for hands, and devours or stomps everything in 
its path. It looks different and seemingly invincible. Daniel can’t figure out the 
4th beast. Notice the ten horns which correspond to the ten toes from chapter 2. 
Once more, he tells us that the one horn defeats 3 horns. This one horn was 
greater than the rest, speaking with great bravado. This one was different, 
terrifying! 

 21 As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over 
them,  22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints 
of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.  

Again, notice the terrifying aspect, that this blasphemous leader was at war 
with the saints and seemingly defeated them, that is until rescued by God 
Himself. But then, Daniel saw that there was a time when the saints of God 
would be given the kingdom, meaning this terrifyingly strong leader would be 
defeated. Once more, we see the reassuring message even before we understand 
the image. God’s side would win. 

When it says “saints” here, we are correct in applying that term to us, to 
followers of the Messiah, the Christ. The term is used throughout here to 
describe followers of the Son of Man. These are His people. These are Messiah 
people, or Christ people: Christians, both Jew and Gentile. 

So, this terrifying leader will lead a crusade to defeat and wipe out the 
people of God. It will appear as if he has succeeded. But here we have the 
promise that Ancient of Days Himself will rescue and the saints who seem to 
have been defeated will actually judge the leader and his followers. 

Are you seeing the big picture of history? From the “forever, forever, and 
ever” we see that this is a big picture text. This was not a message specifically for 
the people of Daniel’s day. The target audience is “the saints of the Most 
High.” That includes any and all. That includes us! 



Strong persecution will come to the saints. Things will look really, really 
bad for them. But God will rescue them from the beast’s hands. They will have a 
part in judging him. God’s side wins! 

II.  The fourth beast will be a particularly dreadful enemy for the people of 
God. vv. 23-28 

        What stood out to Daniel, stands out to us as well. This 4th beast will be 
different. He is not just a king, not just a bad king, not just a really, really bad 
king. He will be a king over a kingdom of a different nature. He’s not just one 
in a line, but far worse than the worst! 

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth 
kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all the kingdoms, and it shall 
devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 

We still have before us the image of four beasts representing four 
successive kingdoms. But this 4th one is different. It will take over everything, 
whether that is as known in Daniel’s day, or the known world at that point, or 
everywhere on earth. All we know for sure is that this 4th kingdom will be a 
human kingdom, but different, yet powerful and vicious, devouring and 
trampling and breaking everything in its way. 

 24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and 
another shall arise after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and 
shall put down three kings. 

Here we see that this last “horn” will be more powerful and far worse 
than any of his predecessors. Connecting what is written here in Daniel 7 with 
rest of Daniel and 2 Thessalonians 2 and Revelation 13, it seems that this figure 
is likely what is termed elsewhere as “the anti-Christ.” This human leader will 
be especially empowered by satan himself and goes out conquering and 
deceiving the whole world. Thus, we have transitioned from Daniel’s day (the 
first beast) to the end times and particularly the Tribulation period. As we will 
see in later chapters, there will be historical figures who fit this profile, some to 
a tee, and yet there still awaits a time when the consummate anti-Christ comes 



upon the scene. Human history culminates when this figure is defeated as 
described here in the book of Daniel. 

 25 He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and 
they shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 

This despicable leader will take on God directly, speaking words of 
blasphemy. He will target the people of God, the saints like us, beating them 
down or “wearing them out” as is highlighted here. He will try to take over the 
rule of law, even perhaps things like changing the calendar. He shall prevail for 3 
½ years. (We have seen this same use of the word “time” back in chapter 4 with 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 7 years of insanity.) 

Pause: throughout history, there have been leaders who in general fit this 
description. Nero, Napoleon, Hitler, perhaps others come to mind. And they 
fit, but not in the ultimate sense that is in mind here. As bad as things were then, 
or perhaps are now, it will be worse in that day, when the history of man comes 
to a conclusion. In the end, it will be the worst of the worst.  So, is it wrong to 
think of it historically, as if these leaders fit? No, but just remember that it will 
eventually be even worse! Resume 

 26 But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken 
away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end.  27 And the kingdom and the 
dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

But notice here how it all turns out. As bad as it is, the outcome is still 
sure. This despicable leader’s doom is sure. His kingdom will be defeated and 
given over to the saints of God. How many times has this same thought been 
articulated in the book of Daniel? It’s been at least three times just in chapter 7! 
Are you getting the point? Are you still unsure about the future? Which side is 
going to win? 



Can you see the central point of the book here again? This is a book 
about kingdoms and which kingdom is really sovereign over all the rest. And 
here, while describing the worst of the worst times for the people of God, still 
He wins. His people win! His people’s win will be a forever win! 

  28 “Here is the end of the matter. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts 
greatly alarmed me, and my color changed, but I kept the matter in my heart.” 

This vision, the imagery, even the interpretation alarmed Daniel. It should 
have comforted him, assured him that things were going to turn out for the 
good. But I understand. As bad as things were in his day, they would someday 
be exponentially worse. I cannot imagine actually seeing a vision of the wrath of 
God poured out on the forces of evil during the tribulation period! I know that 
would terrify me. Even the descriptions are beyond my ability to comprehend. 
So, I cut Daniel some slack. Even though he knows how the story ends, still the 
picture of how bad things will get IS terrifying, and God wants His people to 
know that it is terrifying. As long as they remember how it all turns out! God’s 
side wins! Who’s side are you on? 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

        1) We will not expect a rosy future on this earth. 

        2) We will expect to be persecuted for our faith. 

        3) We will remember God’s promises about how it will all turn out. 

        4) We will cling to our leader, the Son of Man, Jesus His name. 


