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Daniel 7:1-14 

        Again, my thanks to my staff, this time Kyle for filling for me last Sunday 
so I could spend time with my family. We pick up our study of the book of 
Daniel this morning at the beginning of chapter 7. This shift from chapter 6 to 
chapter 7 is quite monumental. We have left the stories of the life of Daniel and 
his friends and entered the realm of prophesies, visions that Daniel himself had. 
It will be clear from the very first verse that we are no longer dealing with 
sequential time. Belshazzar is mentioned here and he is recorded to have died 
back in chapter 5. So this vision, this dream of Daniel happened back in the 
days of Belshazzar, the grandson or great grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 

        The emphasis here is no longer a telling of stories, a relating of events, but 
a divine glimpse into world events. The picture painted is filled with imagery, 
some of which is clear to us and much of which is not so clear to us. Some of it 
points to events that happened during Daniel’s lifetime, some from the life of 
Jesus, and some of it seems to be describing the same events recorded in the 
book of Revelation, at the time of the tribulation, the millennium, and the great 
white throne judgment. Sometimes it is difficult to tell for sure which of these 
world history events is in mind. 

        So, I know that some of you will be frustrated at the lack of surety 
concerning identification of times and events. You want to know for sure and 
write it in the margins of your Bibles. I know your type. Now if this is who you 
are, you can go out and buy a Bible that has a key at the bottom that does 
precisely that. Just know that all of those notes are only the opinions of man. 
The truth is that identification of some of these images and portrayed events 
cannot be made with certainty. 

        And yet, it is clear to me that the overall picture painted by the use of these 
images is clear enough to be understood with certainty. The message is crystal 
clear. Here in chapter 7, kingdoms in the forms of beasts are brought before the 



throne of God for judgment….and they all FAIL! They will be judged and 
judged harshly. They will be crushed. Their leader will be destroyed, burned up 
in the fires of judgment. 

        But then, there will come another One before the throne of God, described 
here as a Son of Man. He will not be judged and destroyed. He will be given a 
kingdom, an everlasting kingdom, a kingdom with people in it from every tribe, 
tongue and nation. His dominion, and that of His kingdom will rule over all. 
Huh! Can you figure out who this might be??? 

        Actually, the imagery here is parallel the vision of Nebuchadnezzar back in 
chapter 2, with only minor distinctions. This text is highlighting the distinction 
between all kingdoms on earth and one kingdom of a totally different 
nature…the Kingdom of Christ. 

        So, hear these words from Daniel 7:1-14 and the judgment of the nations, 
culminating with the establishment of one different kingdom, and no! it is not 
the United States of America! READ Daniel 7:1-14 

Main point: The Kingdom of the Messiah, the Christ will be the ONLY 
kingdom that passes judgment. 

        I have worded it this way intentionally. In other words, we have pictured 
here 4 beasts representing 4 kingdoms. And yet, I do not believe for a second 
that it is only these 4 kingdoms that God has in mind. Clearly this same fate 
would await other kingdoms, all other kingdoms. These 4 just happen to be the 
greatest kingdoms of that area during that time and the upcoming centuries. We 
already know that Israel and Judah are under judgment, that is the premise of 
the book. So, I’ve just extended the text to include ALL human kingdoms, 
including those of our day, including our own. Now, there are clearly differences 
and distinctions between kingdoms, some kings and kingdoms are worse than 
others, but ALL of them will fail the ultimate test of judgment. There is only 
one King and one Kingdom that will withstand judgment, that will last forever, 
whose dominion will not pass away, and that is the kingdom of Christ, led here 
by “the Son of Man.” 



        Yes, the book of Daniel is a book about kingdoms and here we see all 
human kingdoms on one side, and one kingdom of divine origin and under the 
rule of divine kingship on the other side. This is the big picture message of the 
book of Daniel. There is only ONE kingdom which withstands judgment, the 
kingdom described in Daniel 7:13-14. 

        So, once more, as we study this text, I ask you to consider your allegiance. 
To which kingdom do you ultimately pledge allegiance? Who is your King? 
Which is your kingdom? This is a big, big question! 

I. The human kingdoms described: vicious and destructive. vv. 1-8 

        This is what human kingdoms are like, all of them. They are vicious, and 
destructive. They have their own characteristics, but they are all like wild beasts. 
You might think your favorite kingdom is not like that, but I assure you that God 
does not share your perspective. There is only one “perfect” union, and it is not 
human in structure. 

v.1- In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream 
and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and 
told the sum of the matter. 

As I suggested, this clearly indicates going back in time. Belshazzar’s death 
was recorded in 5:30. So, this shows us a change in perspective and purpose. We 
also note here that this was Daniel’s dream. He is not just the interpreter of 
dreams, but had the dream himself, and wrote down what he saw in the dream. 
Given that we do not have a context, a ruler who needed to hear this message, 
we can rightfully understand that the intended audience is us, the readers of the 
book. This is a message not so much for the nations as for the people of God. 

  2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four 
winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.  3 And four great beasts came up 
out of the sea, different from one another. 

Immediately we are thrown into the world of images. In the dream, these 
may be the things that Daniel literally saw, but clearly the message of the dream 
comes with understanding and interpreting the images. In other words, it may be 



that Daniel saw the four winds of heaven, but what does this mean? He may 
have seen “the great sea”, but how is this image supposed to instruct us? Once 
more, we must resist the urge to identify things with certainty. Unless the text 
tells us with certainty, we must be content with senses and general 
understandings. It is also true that many of these images are found elsewhere in 
Scripture, in Ezekiel, in Revelation, in 2 Thessalonians. These cross references 
can help us. And, it is true that such prophetic, apocalyptic literature is a specific 
genre with its own language and common understanding. For instance, if I was 
reading to you, “Once upon a time there lived a princess in a castle, held captive 
by a wicked witch,” you would immediately have a context for such writing and 
a sense of the images and purposes. Or, if you were to read, “mix together dry 
ingredients and stir into batter,” you would know that this is a recipe and not a 
description of a batter at a baseball game. Such is the case with apocalyptic 
language. The readers of that era would have a better sense than we have. 

Here, taking clues from the wording and their usage elsewhere, we see that 
this is a judgment scene of some evil. We see that in the winds, (judgment), the 
sea (non-believing world), great beasts (powerful but not good animals). Since 
this is not a text indicating the future of lions, bears, leopards, and strange iron 
beasts, it is safe to assume we are talking about people, or better peoples. These 
four beasts represent four kingdoms, each bad but distinct to themselves. They 
are all beasts out of the sea, but the lion is not the bear which is not an iron 
beast with ten horns. 

 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles’ wings. Then as I looked its 
wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand 
on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 

Again, if we took the time to analyze this description from the context of 
history and what we know about various kingdoms, these images would make 
sense to us. They would fit. For our purposes, I want you to see these four 
beasts as describing the same kingdoms as those of chapter 2 and the statue of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. This first beast represents the head of gold, or the 
Babylonian empire. Once we know that, we can fit details into the description. I 
am not going to do so today, but know that it can be done. What I want you to 
see is that it is described as a flying lion. Is this a positive image or a negative 



one? Negative. With its wings plucked, does this make it stronger or weaker? 
Weaker. Given what we already read about Nebuchadnezzar, this could describe 
his descent into insanity and his recovery from it. So, the first beast is the 
Babylonian empire. 

 5 And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up 
on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, 
‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 

The second is a bear. Is this a bear like a teddy bear or a wild grizzly? 
Well, since it has three ribs in its mouth, we can assume it is not a teddy bear. 
This beast ate flesh, much flesh. Does this sound like a positive description? 
Not at all. From chapter 2, we can conclude that this is the empire of the Medes 
and Persians. 

 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings 
of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to 
it. 

Are leopards tame kitty cats? No, they are wild beasts, swift, here with 
double wings and multiple leaders and much power. It is safe to identify this 
beast with the Greek empire under Alexander the Great and others. 

 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, 
terrifying and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it 
devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was 
different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 

As before, this would be the Roman empire under the Caesars. They were 
especially strong, vicious, with weaponry that went beyond other kingdoms of 
the era. And yet, it is described as terrifying, dreadful, exceedingly strong, 
devouring, exceeding previous kingdoms. Do all of these things fit? Of course 
they do. Would history describe them this way? Maybe, maybe not. But this is 
not to record history. This is to give God’s perspective on such kingdoms. So 
far, has any of them been good? No! They are all beasts, vicious, devouring, 
powerful. And that is my point. History might remember them as pinnacles of 



history. Indeed, much of our culture, language, arts can be traced back to these 
kingdoms. But in Daniel’s dream, they are not good kingdoms. They are beasts 
out of the pit of the sea. And the four winds are bringing them before God. 

 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another 
horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the 
roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth 
speaking great things. 

This “little horn” here may seem innocent or even good, but I assure you 
it is not. This leader in particular is noted as being vicious, ripping others out of 
their places. I suspect this act made the other six fall into obedience following 
his leadership. He was especially boastful, “speaking great things.” We already 
know from Daniel that “speaking great things” tends to bring out the judgment 
of God. More on his identity in a bit. 

So, here we have the four beasts, corresponding to the four layers of the 
statues, representing the nations of the era, indeed the nations as a whole. I hope 
it is clear this is not a pretty picture! 

II.  The human kingdoms judged: sure and complete destruction. vv. 9-12 

        The description shifts to a new place, a throne room, an important throne 
room not on the scale of an ordinary palace of a human king. 

        9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his 
throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 

        In this throne room are more than one throne. What does this mean? I’m 
not sure. But there is one of the thrones that is not like the others. On this 
throne is the “advanced one in years.” He is described as white, pure, a head full 
of white hair (ancient and wise), surrounded by flames (judgment). Clearly, this 
is the throne room of God, who is about to embark on the work of judging 
kings and kingdoms. He is described as over and beyond time, sovereign Judge, 
for ALL of history. 



 10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand 
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 

        Again, the fire is not a campfire for marshmallows. It is the wrath of God, 
just, holy, waiting to devour those who do not meet the standards of the King. 
This King is surrounded by people, (perhaps angels as well??), lots and lots of 
servants (hundreds of millions) waiting to do His bidding. He is sitting in 
judgment and the books were opened. From Revelation 20, we know the books 
contain the works, the deeds of the people, the kingdoms. The things done have 
been recorded and will be reviewed at judgment. In Revelation 20, we see that 
there is also a book of life, with the roster of the citizens of the kingdom of 
God, but that is for another sermon. Here, what is of interest is judging the 
nations, and the books are open for God’s review. 

 11 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was 
speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given 
over to be burned with fire.  12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was 
taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 

        Now it is clear that the boastful words of the one small horn have led to 
his destruction. This beast could be satan himself I suppose, or the anti-Christ, 
or some other figure. Again, the text is not as clear as we would like. But clearly, 
this evil figure is destroyed, even if some of his minions are allowed to live for a 
while longer. But notice the bigger picture that the Ancient of Days is in 
complete control, determining the future of all. The future is not an open 
question! 

III. The Son of Man’s kingdom: universal and everlasting. Vv. 13-14 

        On the other side of this judgment is One, a key figure with His own 
kingdom which is entirely the opposite of all the other kingdoms. We now 
know His name as Jesus. But it is the wording here that Jesus most often used 
for Himself. He was quite clear in identifying Himself with this Son of Man of 
Daniel 7. 



 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.  

Notice this One comes from above, not below (from the sea). Even 
though He comes from the heavens, He looks like a man, a son (of human 
origin). He too is presented before the Ancient of Days on the throne. Once 
more, this is imagery taken from the dream. The specifics of when and where 
this takes place is not as important as is the picture being presented. Another 
King is presented before God on His throne for judgment. But this time the 
encounter goes very differently. 

 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. 

        I don’t think I need to even elaborate on what it says here. I think it is 
clear. He is given an eternal kingdom. People from all the other kingdoms will 
be part of His kingdom. Indeed, ALL people of ALL nations WILL bow 
before Him! He will have servants from among all peoples. His dominion 
(ruling authority) will be without end. There will be no later kingdom that 
destroys His as all the other earthly kingdoms have been destroyed. He rules a 
totally different kingdom. 

        Those of you who have been with us for this whole study are not surprised 
by this description. We have seen it before. You might say it is the theme of the 
book. There are all human kingdoms, and then there is a kingdom of a different 
sort. The Kingdom of the Son of Man, of Jesus Christ is totally different from 
any and all human kingdoms. It has no borders. Indeed, it crosses all borders 
and barriers: geographic, ethnicity, language, culture, time. His kingdom 
encompasses them all. His Kingdom passes judgment. His kingdom rules over 
all other human kingdoms. This King, and His kingdom have the express 
blessing of the God of all creation. The books are open and there is nothing bad 
written about His kingdom! 



        Now, the only unwritten question is, how can I be a part of this kingdom? 
Do I have to move somewhere? Have I missed out time wise? Do I have to join a 
club or take some class? No to all of these. To be a part of this Kingdom of the 
Son, you simply have to pledge allegiance to Him, put your trust in Him, 
identify yourself first and foremost with Him. And I encourage you to make 
sure you have done so before you leave this place today. 

        Ultimately, from God’s perspective, allegiance to this or that nation is not 
a big deal. Yes, there are differences, yes there are some worse than others. But 
in the end, they will all come up short. Not one nation passes judgment, not 
even Israel, certainly not the USA. There is only one nation, one kingdom that 
passes. Make sure you are a part of it! 

 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

 

        1) We will make sure we are citizens of the only kingdom that passes 
judgment. 

        2) We will look to the Son of Man as our glorious King. 

        3) We will see all human nations as beasts of one sort or another. 

        4) We will commit our focus and our future to advancing the Kingdom of 
God. 

 


