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We have come to the end of our study of the book of Daniel. We have been 

here since February. We have come to the end of our study of the Minor 

Prophets. We have been here since last August. And in our study of Daniel it is 

quite appropriate that we end with the end. Daniel chapter 12 concerns the end, 

or the end of the end, both for the individual and for human history as we know 

it. Basically, the question asked and answered in Daniel 12 is, “How does this all 

end?” 

 

And since at least a few of you have noticed the title of the sermon, you already 

know that it all ends in victory. God’s side wins. The believer wins. The enemy 

loses, the rebellious lose, the forces arrayed against God and God’s people lose. 

And yet, we also read here that the days leading up to that climactic loss for the 

enemies of God will be marked by them seemingly winning, having their way 

with the people of God, persecuting them to the point of death. So, the end will 

be terrible, but the end of the end will be great for the people of God and the 

plan of God. 

 

So, as we read this somewhat confusing text, somewhat terrifying text, but 

overwhelmingly optimistic text, I remind you of my summary of the end times 

for my junior high students long ago: things are going to get a lot worse before 

they get better, God’s side wins, who’s side are you on? We can clearly see those 

points made in this last chapter of Daniel’s book. Hear these words from 

Daniel, chapter 12 concerning the end times. READ Daniel 12. 



Main point: Everlasting life awaits all whose names are written in the book of 

life. Everlasting destruction awaits all those whose names are NOT found in the 

book of life. 

 

This is the final chapter. This is the final outcome. This is where all individual 

lives are headed. This is where all of human history is headed. There will be 

everlasting life or everlasting contempt as it is worded here. And yes, even in 

those end times, it will appear as if the opposite was going to be true, that evil 

will prevail, and that there is no benefit only hardship for those who follow after 

God. For such people, things will get a lot worse, the worst of the worst. But 

God wants the people of God to know from the outset how this will all turn 

out. It is not an open question. As we see here, it has been sealed, set in stone, 

recorded already by God Himself as if it has already taken place. This is how 

the book of Daniel ends. I trust how you can already see why God wants us to 

know it. (2 parts) 

 

I. The end for the people of God is good, very good. The end for those opposed 

to God is bad, very bad. vv.1-4 

 

The focus here in these first four verses is on the individual, a personal 

perspective on eschatology. Later, the focus will be on the collective whole at the 

end of the end times. But here, the question answered is, “What ultimately 

happens to people in the end?” 

 

v.1- “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your 

people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there 

was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 

everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 

The angelic spokesman continues here to reveal to Daniel the proper 

understanding of his vision. He again mentions the angel Michael, a leader 

among angels, who will personally protect the people of God. Pause: I use the 

phrase “people of God” deliberately. I know this is the Old Testament. I know 



the original readers would have understood this to refer to the Jews. And yet, the 

text is quite clear: it is a message to those “whose name(s) are found written in 

the book.” Clearly, this is the book of life. And we know from other texts that 

such a book is reserved for those who have trusted in the Messiah, the Christ. 

There will be Jewish names in that book to be sure. But there will be many, 

many Gentile names written in the book. So, even though Daniel perhaps, and 

certainly his original readers would have understood it to be referring to Jews, 

such is not completely the case. So, this is not a text about what happens to the 

Jews so much as a text about what happens to those who trust in God’s 

provision for salvation, both Jew and Gentile. Such are the people of God, 

whether before the coming of the Christ or after the coming of Christ, whether 

Jew or Gentile, male or female, etc. If your name is in the book, you’re in. If not, 

you’re out! Resume. 

 

Once more though, we see this sobering truth that the end will bring about a 

time of trouble for the people of God unrivaled in all of human history. As bad 

as things have been in the past, they will be worse, much, much worse in the end 

times. But it is also true that God will deliver His people out of even those 

horrific times. It could be that He delivers by snatching them out of it (as I 

know some here believe), or it could be that He shows up to stop the horror 

while they are going through it (as some others of us believe). The timing and 

mode of the deliverance is not given here. 

 

What we do know just from v.1 is that things are going to get a lot worse for 

the believer in the end times. But God will deliver His people. And the 

underlying question is, “Is your name written in the book?” 

  2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

 

Here is perhaps the clearest articulation in all the Old Testament of the doctrine 

of the resurrection of the dead. The resurrection is not just a New Testament 

doctrine. You can find it in the Old Testament as well. This verse says it clearly. 



There WILL be a resurrection of the dead.  Some will be resurrected to eternal 

life, others will be resurrected to eternal shame, contempt, punishment, death. 

Percentages here is not the issue. The point is simply that there will be an 

eternal future for all, but eternal life will only be for some, those whose names 

are written in the book. 

 

3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and 

those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  4 But you, 

Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many 

shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

 

The people who take God seriously, who heed the call of God to repent and 

turn to Him, trusting that His Christ, His Messiah, the Son of Man as we have 

noted in chapter 7 will rescue or save them, these are the wise. These are the 

ones who preach truth, lead others to righteousness. These are the stars. Not all 

will be described as such. 

 

Then Daniel is instructed to seal up the words of this prophecy. In this context, 

that means they are to be attested as truthful for all of time. It is not an open 

question. God has spoken, the message has been faithfully transmitted and 

received. Now seal the book. We might say, “Hit print!” 

 

So, this is how it ends. Yes it will be bad. But God will deliver from death or 

out of death, or resurrect from the dead those who put their trust in Him. You 

can count on it, you can bank on it. Yes, there will be times when such faith will 

be put to the test, when it seems like the bad guys are winning, and ever more so 

as the end draws near, but don’t believe the perception. God wins. His people 

win. Whose side will you be on? 

 

II. It is understandable to have questions concerning the sequence of these end 

times events. vv. 5-13 

 



As we see here, even the angels have questions. Daniel has questions. But God 

desires that we know for sure, for sure, for sure, that it will all take place in due 

time. God will be found true to His promises. What a way to end this great 

book! 

 

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the 

stream and one on that bank of the stream.  6 And someone said to the man 

clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, “How long shall it be 

till the end of these wonders?” 

 

The wording here is slightly unclear, but the “two others” and the “man clothed 

in linen” are all angels. The man in linen was introduced back in 10:5, an angel 

sent to Daniel with a message. Here, he is joined by two others, fellow angels. 

But it seems here that the two angels did not know the specifics of the timing of 

the message about the end times. How long until all these things come to pass? 

This corresponds to other teaching that only the Father knows all of the details 

of the plan. We know the basics, we know certain details. What we know is 

absolutely true, but only He knows it all. Even the angels will have to wait to 

know the timing of certain events. 

 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; 

he raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who 

lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when 

the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these things 

would be finished. 

 

Instead of giving an exact date as elsewhere, the angel puts it in the terms of the 

worst of the worst will last for 3 ½ years. When the people of God lose their 

power and have to give up the battle, when all will have seemed lost, from that 

point it will be 3 ½ years. In our general talking about this period of time, this 

would correspond to the 2nd half of the 7-year tribulation. Some would call 

this the Great Tribulation. From this answer it appears that the question 



concerned how long the people of God would have to endure the worst of the 

worst treatment from the enemies of God. And the answer is 3 ½ years. Indeed, 

in Matthew 24:22 we learn that “if those days had not been cut short, no 

human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 

short.” The worst of the worst will last for 3 ½ years. It will seem like forever, it 

will cause those who endure it to despair and want to give up. But for their sake, 

God will stop the madness so that not all will be annihilated. But that’s how bad 

the bad will get: even the angels are concerned that it will be for too long. 

 

8 I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, “O my lord, what shall be the 

outcome of these things?” 

 

Here it is Daniel who desires more details. The angels wanted to know the 

duration. Daniel wants to know how it all turns out. What will be the outcome? 

Or, who is going to win the battle. If it is that bad, can we know for sure who is 

going to win? Daniel was confused. 

 

9 He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the 

time of the end. 

 

Daniel has received this message before: don’t worry, this message is not for 

your lifetime. You are receiving this message for the benefit of those who live at 

the time of the end. If you are living at the time of the end, you will need to 

know these things, they will be a great encouragement to you. But if you live 

before that time, don’t let the horrific nature of the revelation cause you to 

panic. Go and live your life in peace. 

 

The whole point of this text is to give encouragement for those who are called 

to live through this horrific time. God WILL win! His people WILL BE 

rescued. For the rest who read this book throughout history, don’t let the 

horrific picture scare you. Go and live your life in peace. 

 



10 Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but 

the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but 

those who are wise shall understand. 

 

When those terrible days come, many of God’s people will suffer, endure, be 

purified as with fire. They will stand up under the worst of adversity. Going 

through the worst of the worst will make them stronger. But know that the 

wicked will not be persuaded. They will not get it. They will continue in their 

wickedness. 

 

Yes, I firmly believe that one of God’s purposes in this whole end times scenario 

is to demonstrate that when God judges the wicked to eternal damnation, He is 

justified in doing so. They are given every opportunity to repent, to turn around 

and go the other way. But they will not, they will stubbornly continue in their 

rebellion. We saw that again and again in our study of the book of Revelation. 

Their core problem was not their so much their actions but their heart attitude. 

Their actions, their continued rebellion revealed hearts that were set against 

God. They will not see things unfold and change course. They will not get it. 

But the wise, those who have read the book, believe in the God who wrote it, 

they will understand. The believers will get it. 

 

11 And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 

abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days.  12 Blessed 

is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. 

 

I’m confused by the distinction here between 1290 days and 1335 days. What 

happens during the intervening 45 days at the end of the Great Tribulation? Is 

this describing the setting up and then the inauguration of Jesus’ kingdom, and 

His enthronement? I’m not sure at all. What we do know is that from this great 

abomination that leads to desolation at the midpoint of the 7 year tribulation 

period, there will be 3 ½ years of the worst of the worst. Woe to those who live 

during those days! 



 

13 But go your way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your 

allotted place at the end of the days.” 

 

But as for you, Daniel, go in peace. You will live out your long life and will be 

counted among the people of God at judgment. Your place is secure. You need 

not fear the near future (your lifetime) nor the distant future (your ultimate 

destiny). Your place is secure in both. This is the final message of the book of 

Daniel. The book is shut, the people of God are secure. God’s side wins and this 

has great benefit for the people of God. Go in peace. Thank you God for the 

book of Daniel. We know how this all turns out! 

 

If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be different 

about our lives? 

 

1) We will make sure death, resurrection and judgment are key parts of 

our worldview. 

 

2) We will make sure our faith is secure in the plan of the God of 

Scripture. 

 

3) We will not fear the future, no matter when we might be living. 

 

4) We will seek first only one kingdom, the Kingdom of God with Jesus 

as its King. 

 


