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Daniel 8 

        We return this week to our own sanctuary, probably no clapping or 
cheering, and our study of the book of Daniel. I really did enjoy our service in 
the park and I thank those who worked so hard to make it happen. And no, we 
are not going to do that every year, only the years the 4th falls on a Sunday! By 
then, I’ll be retired! 

        But here’s my dilemma for this morning. Daniel chapter 8 deals with a 
second dream of Daniel, some 2 years after the first one in chapter 7. It 
continues to be about kingdoms, coming kingdoms from Daniel’s perspective. I 
remind you that throughout the book, there have been 4 successive kingdoms: 
Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman. This much is clear. In the last 
dream, the focus was on the 4th kingdom, and particularly as it relates to the very 
end times which still lie ahead of us. We were trying to figure out who this 
4th beast was in chapter 7. Now we come to chapter 8 and guess what? This 
second dream of Daniel is all about the 2nd and 3rd kingdoms. So, it is a later 
dream about an earlier time. 

        My problem is that as soon as I mention countries, kingdoms, and put 
dates and names to them, a few of you will be excited. You are history buffs. But 
many of you will be greatly tempted to tune me out. You hate history, you gloss 
over dates and historical specifics. So, what do I do? I have to preach it, right? 
And if you don’t catch the significance of the dates and specifics, you will never 
understand the main point of the sermon! 

This is a sermon meant to infuse you with confidence that the prophecy 
of Scripture can be trusted. This text is relating prophecy about the future, but 
it has already happened. The events mentioned here happened precisely as laid 
out some 200-400 years AFTER Daniel wrote down the dream. And yet, they 
are laid out with precise detail as if relating something from a historian’s 
perspective.  In fact, the level of detail mentioned here and how it matches up 



with what would actually happen is a major reason why so many so-called 
scholars believe Daniel was written hundreds of years after the fact. No one 
could have written with such accuracy about events hundreds of years in the 
future. 

So, bear with me as we go through this text. Know that it matters, even if 
the images we read about make little sense to you now. What matters is that the 
book of Daniel proves we can trust the prophecy of Scripture. Things happened 
just as recorded here. READ Daniel 8. 

 Main point: Daniel foretold that wicked leaders would do despicable 
things to the people of God…and they did! And will! 

        The vision laid out here actually happened, and it provides a prototype of 
what will happen again in the end times. We know that because Jesus quotes 
this text in Matthew 24:15-6. Let me read it for you, “So when you see the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the 
holy place (let the reader understand) then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.” So the events mentioned in Daniel 8 happened before Jesus’ time, 
and yet He prophesies that they will happen again in the future. So the one is a 
model of the other. 

        Are you still with me? I hope so. Once more, as we go through the text, I 
don’t want you to get hung up on the images, but instead to capture the sense of 
the text. Here, one bad kingdom will be defeated by another bad kingdom, 
which will do even worse things to the people of God, despicable things, things 
that are an abomination so bad the people of God will abandon their spiritual 
home. Yes, it will be that bad. (2 parts) 

 I. The dream: the two horned ram will be defeated by the one horned 
goat, who will do despicable things to the people of God. vv. 1-14 

        I know this sounds strange, and I mean it to sound strange. That is the 
dream. To put it into terms we can understand would take us into the 2nd part of 
the chapter, the interpretation. So for right now, what you need to understand is 
that Daniel had a dream where he learned the 2nd beast, the 2nd empire is going to 



be overwhelming defeated by the 3rd beast, the third empire. And officials for that 
empire are going to do things so offensive to God’s people that they will vacate 
their holy place for a period of time. 

        v.1- In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to 
me, Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first. 

        This first verse is key. First of all, the language has switched from Aramaic, 
the trade language of the day to Hebrew, the language of the Jewish people. From 
here to the end of the book, the message is for the people of God. Next we notice 
that the dream came to Daniel during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
grandson or some such descendant. That means it is during the FIRST empire. 
In fact, it was about 550 BC. Five hundred and fifty years before Christ, Daniel 
had this dream. It was during his service to the Babylonian king Belshazzar. But 
as will be made clear, the content of the dream was about events HUNDREDS 
of years in the future. It would be like having a dream in the days of the Civil War 
about the racial tensions of 2020. Are you catching this? 

 2 And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the citadel, which 
is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the vision, and I was at the Ulai canal.  3 I 
raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It 
had two horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and 
the higher one came up last. 

        In order to walk through the content of this dream, I need to point you to 
one verse in the interpretation. In 8:20, we read this, “As for the ram that you saw 
with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia.” There, now we 
know for certain what we are dealing with here. This growing kingdom to the east 
of Daniel, centered on modern day Iran and its northern neighbor, would soon 
come to power. This coming to power happened DURING Daniel’s lifetime. So, 
this two-horned ram of chapter 8 is a depiction of the various kings of the Medes 
and the Persians, united into one kingdom. Okay, back to the images. 

 4 I saw the ram charging westward and northward and southward. No beast 
could stand before him, and there was no one who could rescue from his power. 
He did as he pleased and became great. 



        So, this ram with two horns became powerful, great, and conquered lands to 
the west, the north, and the south. (It came out of the east). 

 5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west across the 
face of the whole earth, without touching the ground. And the goat had a 
conspicuous horn between his eyes. 

        Enter another beast, the 3rd beast, this time pictured as a male goat. This 
goat came from the west (Greece). It moved with such speed that it seemed it 
barely touched the ground. It was gobbling up land and people everywhere, over 
all the known world. This beast had one horn, strangely located right between the 
eyes. We notice it was singular, led by one strong leader (you might have heard 
of him, Alexander the Great!) Pause: Alexander the Great was born in 356 BC. 
So, this would happen two hundred years after the dream. This male goat with 
the one strange horn would show up on the scene two hundred years after Daniel 
lived. 

  6 He came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the 
bank of the canal, and he ran at him in his powerful wrath.  7 I saw him come 
close to the ram, and he was enraged against him and struck the ram and broke 
his two horns. And the ram had no power to stand before him, but he cast him 
down to the ground and trampled on him. And there was no one who could rescue 
the ram from his power. 

        This marks the end of the 2nd empire, the reign of the Medes and Persians. 
They have been conquered by the Greeks under Alexander the Great. This decisive 
victory happened in about 333 BC. 

 8 Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great 
horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns toward 
the four winds of heaven. 

        After the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC, the ruling of the Greek 
empire became less centrally located. These 4 leaders, the 4 horns have names, we 
know who they were. 



 9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great 
toward the south, toward the east, and toward the glorious land.  10 It grew great, 
even to the host of heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw 
down to the ground and trampled on them.  

        Now we focus in on one of the 4. This one had the land of Israel under his 
jurisdiction. Under this horn came a little horn. Again, we know who he is. It is 
Antiochus Epiphanes. He ruled over this land about 170 BC. He would be 
ESPECIALLY cruel to the people of God, referred to here as “the host of 
heaven.” He trampled on them, threw them on the ground. Are you getting the 
picture? Each kingdom seems to be worse than the one which preceded it. This 
one, the little horn, though not dominant worldwide was especially vicious to the 
people of God. 

 11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular 
burnt offering was taken away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was 
overthrown. 

        Are you catching this? The temple would be rebuilt (under Cyrus) but here 
taken over by this little horn, with the godly high priest removed. Again, we know 
exactly when this happened, almost 400 years after Daniel and his dream. 

 12 And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt 
offering because of transgression, and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will 
act and prosper. 

        This little horn will be victorious over the people of God, disrupting their 
worship, setting himself up as the giver of truth (that is the essence behind his 
name “Epiphanes.)” He will set himself up as god. 

 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one 
who spoke, “For how long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the 
transgression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host 
to be trampled underfoot?”  14 And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and 
mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.” 

  



        It appears that there is here a conversation between angels, trying to 
understand how long there would be this disruption of normal worship. And the 
answer is either 2,300 days, or 2,300 half days or regular offering times (morning 
and evening). The strange wording probably leads us to think of this as offering 
times, or a bit over 3 years. This is precisely what took place under the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Are you seeing my point? All of this was predicted in 550 
BC and took place precisely as written over the next 400 years, matching to the 
tee. 

        And so I ask you, does this strengthen your confidence on the reliability of 
Scripture? Or, do you cop out as do so many “modern scholars” who cannot bring 
themselves to believe that the book was actually written when it was written. They 
see all of the evidence and conclude that it is so accurate and specific that it must 
have been written after the fact. But I choose to look at the same evidence and 
conclude, “Only the God who knows and controls the future could lay out such 
a thing with 100% accuracy. It must be the Word of God!” 

 II. The interpretation: the Medo-Persian empire will be utterly defeated 
by the Greek empire, which will be even worse to the people of God. It will be 
despicable.   vv. 15-27 

        In a sense, we have already dealt with much of the interpretation 
framework. We have seen the picture. Now we will see what the angel wanted 
Daniel to see. 

15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And 
behold, there stood before me one having the appearance of a man.  16 And I 
heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, make 
this man understand the vision.” 

Here we note again the irony that Daniel needed help interpreting the 
dream. So, one of the angels summoned the angel Gabriel to interpret the dream 
for Daniel. 

 17 So he came near where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened 
and fell on my face. But he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the 



vision is for the time of the end.” 18 And when he had spoken to me, I fell into 
a deep sleep with my face to the ground. But he touched me and made me stand 
up.   

Faced with the dream and the sight of the angel Gabriel, it brought Daniel 
to the ground. We see the same thing with John in Revelation 22, where the 
angel has to tell John to get up, he is not to be worshipped. So here, the angel 
tells him the distressing vision was not for HIS lifetime but for times after that. 
Daniel was being given a glimpse into the future…and it was terrifying! 

19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter 
end of the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end.  20 As for 
the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and 
Persia.  21 And the goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn between his 
eyes is the first king.  22 As for the horn that was broken, in place of which four 
others arose, four kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not with his power. 

I am going quickly through this because we have already made these 
connections. Just remember, the Greeks weren’t in such power at the time of 
Daniel. The Medes and the Persians were only gaining strength at this time. 
This would be like having a dream where Canada WAS in power and now 
Mexico is in control of the US. We wouldn’t know what to do with such a 
dream. 

 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have 
reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 

This is where we are introduced to the character that is Antiochus 
Epiphanes. Again, all these things are true about him, even the way he died. 

 24 His power shall be great—but not by his own power; and he shall 
cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy mighty 
men and the people who are the saints.  25 By his cunning he shall make deceit 
prosper under his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great. Without 
warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up against the Prince of 
princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand. 



Once more, these things happened under Antiochus. He turned the Jewish 
temple into a temple for Zeus. He even offered a pig on the altar! Nothing 
would be more offensive to Jews than to have a pig, an unclean animal defiantly 
offered on the altar. That is the abomination that causes desolation. That 
happened, but since Jesus referenced this text in Matthew 24 as happening in 
the future, I see this figure as a prototype to another end times figure who will 
be even worse. As bad as it was in 170 BC, it will be even worse at the very end! 

 26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is 
true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to many days from now.”  27 And I, 
Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for some days. Then I rose and went about 
the king’s business, but I was appalled by the vision and did not understand it. 

What Daniel saw terrified him to such an extent that he could not fathom 
the dream and its implications. He was told to seal up the vision process that it 
seems is reversed in Revelation 5 where the Lamb unseals the scrolls. Knowledge 
of the future would continue to be revealed. 

From this picture, what would be the hope for the people of God? It 
seems as though only doom and persecution await them. Ahhh! There is more! 
Just wait until chapters 9,10, 11, and 12! There is hope for God’s people. There 
will be victory! 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

        1) We will read the prophecy of Scripture with confidence if not clarity. 

        2) We will expect difficult times ahead, especially as we approach the last 
days. 

        3) We will remember that God wants us to be prepared so it doesn’t shock 
or discourage us. 

        4) We will look only to God as our hope and salvation, not human 
government. 


