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        Good morning! Once more, I welcome you on behalf of Hillcrest 

Evangelical Free Church to our 4th of July service in downtown Seward, 

Nebraska’s 4th of July city! For those who don’t know me, I’m Pastor Curt 

Coddington, Sr. Pastor at Hillcrest. I’m also the guy who is in charge of 

shooting off the city’s fireworks tonight. Our crew is down at the park right 

now starting to load the shells into the tubes and wiring them all up. We should 

be ready as long as the weather cooperates. I’ve been part of that crew for the 

past 14 years and leading it for 6 or 7 years. 

 

        As I considered what I might preach in this setting on this day, my 

thoughts went to the topic of freedom. The 4th of July in the USA is all about 

celebrating freedom, originally the declaration of freedom from tyranny by the 

dreaded Brits, and since then a celebration of the freedoms we enjoy as 

Americans, including the freedom of assembly (the right for us to gather like 

this) and the freedom of religion (the right to practice our faith in God without 

government interference). By the way, this right to practice our faith without 

government interference is part of the origin of our church name. The Free 

church originated in Scandinavia in the 1800’s as an act of defiance against the 

state churches of Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. We were the FREE church, 

free from state control, independent of the government of the land. Since 

coming to the US, it emphasizes our independence, each church having the right 

to govern themselves. So, we as a church celebrate the freedoms of the USA as 

much as anyone, perhaps even more so. 

 



        And yet, that is not my message for this morning. In fact, it is the opposite 

of that. I would like to talk this morning about freedom, but TRUE freedom, 

not the government kind. The freedoms that are enshrined in our nation’s 

documents are good, but they are limited in scope and value. True freedom can 

only be found in the person of Jesus Christ. His freedom is not limited, not 

dated, not subject to government limits. It has the highest of value, cost the 

highest of prices, and lasts the longest of times, indeed it lasts for eternity, 

beyond the grave. 

 

        I would like to use as my base text Romans chapter 8. There is way too 

much there to take in one message on an occasion such as this. But I would like 

you to see the concept of true freedom through the eyes of the Apostle Paul. 

Here’s what he writes. READ Romans 8:1-17 

 

Main point: True freedom can only be found in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

        The type of freedom we celebrate as a nation today is real, it is worth 

celebrating. But the type of freedom I am talking about in this hour is far 

superior, far more precious, with far more implications. The freedom that Jesus 

offers is superior in every way. True freedom can only come from Him. 

 

I.           True freedom, the freedom of Christ, solves deeper problems. 

 

        The freedom that our nation offers us allows us to control our own 

destinies, to make of ourselves whatever we want. We are not stuck for 

generations based on our class, our ancestry, our level of education. We may be 

hindered or helped by such things, but we are not bound by them. We have 

freedom to change things. These things are good. A minority of people 



throughout history have enjoyed such freedom. Most have been placed into a 

situation out of their control, before birth, through location, or caste, or status 

before the law. Most people are subjects to a king of some sort. 

 

        And yet, there are bigger issues than whether we are required to pay high 

taxes, be forced to fight in some army, bend our will to that of a government. A 

bigger issue is our relationship to sin, and particularly how this affects our 

relationship with Holy God. If you or I fall out of favor with our government, 

they can put us in jail, they can take our property, they can perhaps even take 

our lives. But if you or I fall out of favor with the God who has created us, that 

is a much bigger problem. Jesus put it this way in Matthew 10, “Do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear Him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28) Do something to displease 

your government, you go to jail. Do something to displease the God who made 

you, you spend eternity in the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

        Do something displeasing to your government, they have to catch you. Do 

something displeasing to your God, He sees and knows all. He judges us on the 

basis of not only action, but also on words or attitudes. Do something wrong 

with government, you do the time or pay some fine. There is no such thing with 

God. There is no fine you can pay, no place where you can go for a time to 

satisfy your debt. You are stuck, hopeless. 

 

        And the Bible tells us that we are enslaved to sin, we are born with it, we 

will continue to struggle with it throughout our lives, and there is nothing we 

can do ourselves to get us out of our predicament. Scripture tells us we are all 

sinners who sin, and that the wages of sin is death, both physical death and 

spiritual death. That is enslavement of the worst kind, with it automatically 

affecting all of us and nothing we can do to fix it. That might be the definition 

of enslavement. 



        And the implications of this are that we are separated from God, at war 

with Him, a war we are all hopelessly doomed to lose. No one can fight against 

all powerful God and win. We are separated from God in a way that determines 

where we will spend eternity, not just the next few years or decades. Being 

separated from God has implications even beyond the grave! 

 

        And then we think of the freedom that Jesus offers to us. He tells us that 

there can be, will be no condemnation for those who are His. This is a big deal! 

Even though we are sinners, we will not be punished for our sin. Oh yes, there 

will be, there is punishment for sin, but it all falls on Jesus. He willingly, gladly 

bears it all so that we can be free. 

        He tells us that if we would only confess our sin, not pay for our sin or 

atone for our sin or make up for our sin by doing good things, if we would only 

confess our sins, He will be faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from any and all unrighteousness, that stain that is stuck to us because of our 

sin. I hope you can see what a big deal this is! That is true freedom! 

 

        Yes, the wages of sin IS death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. That means our sin problem has to be solved. 

That means when we continue to sin, those sins are forgiven, that the grace of 

God continues to come to us. And that is the promise of God as a result of the 

work of Jesus on the cross. He solves our sin problem. He frees us from the 

consequences of sin. He takes off the shackles that bind us to our sin. The 

freedom that Jesus offers frees us from the biggest problem we could ever face! 

 

II. True freedom, the freedom of Christ, comes at a greater price. 

 

 Here, I know I am treading on shaky ground. Many good men and 

women have died in order to bring to us and protect our freedom. Even today, 



another generation of military personnel have signed on the line, agreeing to 

allow their commanding officers, their government to place them into harm’s 

way with the possibility of death. This is indeed a very high price. As the saying 

goes, freedom is never free. Freedom costs. 

 

 But there we see the problem. People can and do die for the cause of 

freedom. And for that we honor them. We have memorial days, veterans days, 

times of remembrances for those who have paid the price for our freedom. But 

what happens when the issue is not just freedom from tyranny, but freedom 

from sin and its consequences, that biggest of all problems. What type of 

sacrifice is necessary in order to accomplish that? 

 

 It can’t be money. There is not enough gold and silver in all the world to 

pay the debt owed because of our sin. There is not enough goods in all the 

world that could be given away to overcome our sin problem. No, our problem 

with sin cannot be solved financially. 

 

 Since the issue is not a fine but life itself, it can only be solved with blood. 

Scripture teaches us that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 

of sin. And we can see this truth not only in the Christian faith but in many 

faiths. There is a built in sense that there is a high cost to bring about the 

forgiveness of sin. Something, someone has to die in order for sin to be forgiven. 

But with the case of sin, it cannot be animal blood. Animals are just animals. 

We read in Hebrews 10:4 that “it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 

to take away sins.” Their lives are precious, but not precious enough to cancel 

out sin. Sin is worse than that.   

 

 It can’t be ordinary human blood. I can’t die for your sin. You can’t die 

for my sin. Why? Because I myself am a sinner. My blood is not acceptable 



because it is just as tainted by sin as yours is. I think of the ancients who offered 

up young girls to somehow please or appease the gods. You can still go to 

Central and South America and find the ruins of such altars of sacrifice. Such 

young women may have been in some senses innocent, but I know they were not 

without sin. They too needed a real solution to their sin problem. 

 

 But then we consider the freedom that Jesus offers. And here we find that 

the price paid for our freedom was more than the blood of ordinary people. It 

was more than the blood of animals, sacrificial animals. Scripture teaches us that 

the blood of Jesus was more precious than gold or silver, more than any sacrifice 

ever offered or able to be offered in all of history. 1 Peter 1:18-19 tells us that 

“you were ransomed (bought freedom) from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” It is the 

lifeblood of the Son of God, of God in the flesh. The blood of someone who 

never sinned himself. Yes, Jesus’ blood has the power to wash us clean from our 

sin, something no other substance on earth as the power to do.   

 

 In fact, there is nothing that we can ADD to the price that Jesus paid. It is 

not as if Jesus did most of the work and we have to add our share. It is not 

Jesus’ work and our work or works. The truth is that the price that Jesus paid is 

enough, perfectly enough. As we say in our tradition, if we have faith in Jesus, 

ALL of our sins are forgiven, past, present, and future. He didn’t just allow us 

to start over. He didn’t just pay for the big sins and we are responsible for the 

small ones. No, He took ALL of our sins upon Himself, paying the 

consequences for ALL of them. We are freed from the burden of trying to pay 

for them, atone for them, make up for them by anything we can say or do. This 

is true freedom. The price has been paid, a truth even Jesus declared from the 

cross when He cried out, “It is finished!” or “paid in full!” 

 



III.         True freedom, the freedom of Christ, has greater implications. 

 

Once more, the freedom we celebrate on this day is great, worth celebrating. But 

it is limited in its implications. I may be free to assemble without government 

intervention, but try stirring up a crowd to overthrow your government. What 

would happen to you then? I am free to pursue my dreams, but if I succeed, the 

government will want their share in the way of taxes. Right? All of our freedoms 

here in perhaps the freest of all nations are limited. We are free to drive, but not 

too fast, on the right side of the road, while wearing seat belts. I am free to start 

a business, but I had better carry insurance in case someone sues me. The truth 

is that my freedoms end at you and your freedoms. All of my government 

guaranteed freedoms are limited. 

 

 Then consider the freedom that Jesus offers. It has no such limitations. 

When we are set free by Jesus, there is no condemnation. No one can stand 

before the Judge and bring charges against us. Yes, there will be sins that we 

continue to commit, there would be just cause. But Jesus’ freedom is a freedom 

from condemnation, from penalty. “Yes, you are right.” Our lawyer, Jesus will 

say on that day. “Curt Coddington did commit that sin. But I paid for that sin 

with My own blood! His sin has been accounted to Me!” Jesus will say. Can you 

see the difference? Hear the way Paul puts this at the end of Romans 88:35-39 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?  36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to 

be slaughtered.”  37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us.  38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 



 That is what you might call an inalienable right! It CANNOT be taken 

away, even by satan himself, even by death. It lasts longer, cannot be infringed 

upon, frees us to live no matter our circumstances. We can be facing the worst 

of the worst and still enjoy the freedom that Jesus has granted to us. We can be 

living under the worst of the worst that life or government can throw at us and 

still be enjoying the freedom that Jesus granted to us. We could have done the 

worst thing anyone has ever done, and yet if we have Jesus, there is no 

condemnation for us. I’d say this is good news! 

 

        Nothing can separate us. We live even if we die. We are given a new 

identity, a new status, a new purpose, new power, a new future, a new giftedness. 

All of which is guaranteed and cannot be taken away from us. None of which 

has to be earned. No, I think it is pretty clear that the freedom that Jesus offers 

to sinners like us is superior in every way. 

 

 So, on this day set aside to celebrate freedom, we are gathered here on this 

space at this time to celebrate our true freedom. It is a freedom that only Jesus 

can bring. As we end our service, I invite you to talk to us if you have questions. 

I know that I, we would love to talk with you. I personally invite you to join us 

in the future, on a regular Sunday or in one of our many ministries. We are here 

in this community to serve you. 


