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        My thanks to Pastor Zach for filling in for Pastor Brad who was scheduled 

to fill in for me while I officiated a wedding in Kansas City. As Pastor Zach said 

last week, this is our life right now, covering for each other as staff all while 

grieving ourselves for the loss of one of our own. Keep praying for us as we are 

still in the middle of it. Next week, Pastor Kyle will fill in for me as I am with 

my family on a long planned vacation. 

 

        So, this morning we pick up the text of Daniel at the beginning of chapter 

6. The last time I preached on the beginning of chapter 5, one verse represented 

a lapse of some 50 years. This morning, as we begin chapter 6, it is not that 

there is a lapse in time, but that the whole kingdom has changed. With the 

death of Belshazzar, the Babylonian kingdom came to an end. They were 

conquered by the Medes and the Persians, or as history might term it, “The 

Medo-Persian Empire,” two groups of people, from modern-day Iran and the 

land directly to their north. So, Babylon was conquered by a people from the 

east, from modern Iran. 

 

        And as you might expect, a new kingdom meant big changes. All of a 

sudden, the conquerors became the conquered. The ones ruling became the ones 

ruled over. The masters became the slaves. There was now a new sheriff in town, 

a new administration in the White House, no it was more than that. It was not 

just a change in personnel. It was a change in kingdoms, and this has a huge 

bearing on our text of this morning. If you remember back to chapter two and 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about the statue, we have just gone from the head of 



gold to the chest and arms of silver. This new kingdom even had a new feature, 

the fact that law was higher than the king. Yes, kings made laws, but then those 

laws ruled over the king. In the Medo-Persian Empire, no man was above the 

law. This will be key. 

 

        The new king’s name was introduced at the end of chapter 5, Darius, or 

Darius the Mede. Now this is where things get a bit fuzzy. You see, history 

teaches us that Cyrus conquered Babylon and was its first king. Who is this 

Darius then? It could be some sort of minor local interim king figure. Or, since 

the name means lord, it could be a title of some sort. I’m not knowledgeable 

enough or smart enough to figure it out so let’s just leave it a bit fuzzy. 

 

        So, hear the first half of this story from the days of King Darius. It’s going 

to sound a bit familiar, as if we’ve heard it before and before that and before 

that. And know that it will end with a well-known part, Daniel in the lions’ den. 

READ Daniel 6:1-15. 

 

Main point: Authentic believers make perfect targets for attack. 

 

        And by attack, I specifically mean attack by the enemy and his forces. If 

you live a life devoted to God, you WILL become a target. The more that 

lifestyle is known by others, the easier it will be for you to be targeted. So, the 

question that this text brings to us is this: how easy would it be for someone to 

target you based solely on your devotion to God? Is the way you live your life so 

distinctive that they could target you as they targeted Daniel? 

  

I.           Live in such a way that the only accusation people can make against 

you has to be made up.  vv. 1-9 



 

        I think all of know, (I know that I know) that there could always be 

accusations made against us. We all have faults and failures. Right? In this sense, 

Daniel stands above us. He was a man of integrity. They could find no fault in 

him. But even then, we ought to live in such a way that people know our 

devotion to God. They ought to be able to see it, plan on it, and if they are 

crafty enough, use it against us. Yes, having things brought against us ought to 

be expected if we are fully devoted followers of Jesus. They had just better be 

false accusations. For context with what I mean, hear these words from I Peter 

4:12-16. 

 

        Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you.  13 But rejoice 

insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 

when his glory is revealed.  14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  15 But let none 

of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  16 Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in 

that name. 

 

        This is my point. Living for our God WILL bring attack, persecution, 

accusation. Just make sure it is for made up reasons rather than your own 

failings. 

v.1- It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the 

whole kingdom;  2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, 

to whom these satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 

 

As I suggested at the outset, Darius represents not just a new king, but a new 

kingdom, a kingdom which conquered the old oppressive Babylonian kingdom. 



This was now the Medo-Persian empire with Darius (or perhaps Darius Cyrus) 

as its king. Once more we see the same issue: the kingdom is too big to manage 

efficiently. A system has to be established for local leadership. So, Darius 

appoints 120 such local leaders and then has a council over them of 3 leaders, 

with Daniel being one of the three. And of the 3, Daniel is selected by the king 

to be their spokesman, their leader. As we’ve suggested, Daniel is by now quite 

likely old. He would be an elder statesman, but a statesman from a conquered 

kingdom of a conquered kingdom. We are not told how Daniel got that 

position, but it is not surprising to us. Daniel always rose to the top, just as 

Joseph rose to the top, just as Moses rose to the top. There seems to be a 

common feature in Scripture where when God’s people are oppressed, still one 

or some of their number will rise to the top, even to the top of their oppressors. 

Daniel was such a man. Next we see why, and we as readers already know these 

things are true. 

 

 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and 

satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him 

over the whole kingdom. 

 

This Daniel, advisor to the king of the last kingdom, here distinguishes himself 

as a man of wisdom, a man connected with the spiritual world, a man connected 

to God. The new king of the new kingdom could see it and had plans for him. 

He was going to set Daniel up as his top advisor, a sort of prime minister, in 

charge of everywhere. Now remember, was Daniel a Mede or Persian? No. Was 

he Babylonian? No. He was a Hebrew, a point we will see later in the story. So, 

who were the jealous ones here? Not the Jews, not the Babylonians. It would be 

the Medes and Persians. They should be in charge, they should be the ones 

issuing orders over these conquered people. Instead, the king puts in charge a 

man from a conquered kingdom of a conquered kingdom. 

 



 4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint 

against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for 

complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found 

in him. 

 

Isn’t that beautiful? They searched and found nothing. It reminds me of Jesus. 

Oh if only we could be more like Daniel, more like Jesus. Oh if only people 

could find “no fault” in us! 

 

  5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against 

this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

Here we go. The only thing they could potentially find against Daniel is if they 

pitted Daniel’s loyalty to the king against his loyalty to his God, just as the 

previous kingdom did with Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. We can trap them! Here, they see Daniel’s prayer as a matter of law, 

as if Daniel only prayed because he was required to pray. The place of the law is 

at the center of this story. More on this a bit later. 

 

 6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said 

to him, “O King Darius, live forever!  7 All the high officials of the kingdom, 

the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the 

king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 

makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 

cast into the den of lions. 

 

Can you see the irony here? “All the high officials of the kingdom agree????” 

Daniel clearly would not have agreed with this. They all agreed on this trap for 

Daniel. This is what you might call a coup. And the bait for the king was the 

chance to show his power and command of loyalty and maybe feed his ego just a 



bit. Just as before, let people bow down to and pray only to you, O king live 

forever! It will just be for 30 days, just enough to display their loyalty. (Just 

enough time to catch Daniel.) 

 

This time it is death by captive lions, hungry lions, watching someone get eaten 

alive. Yes, that sort of death would be fitting for someone disloyal to the king, 

don’t you think? 

 

  8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it 

cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which 

cannot be revoked.”  9 Therefore King Darius signed the document and 

injunction.  

 

There it is, the trap has been sprung. The king went for the bait. But this time, 

it had enforcement powers that could not even be overwritten by the king. The 

law was the law! Even the king now had to obey the law! We, the Medes and 

Persians believe in the rule of law! No one is above the law, right??? 

 

So, here we have the trap, a most foolproof trap I might say. They know Daniel 

well enough to know that he was a man of integrity. He surely would not stop 

worshipping His God and praying to Him. They had the weight of the king’s 

signature on a law that could not be revoked. They had the perfectly appropriate 

sentence: death by hungry beast. Perfect! Foolproof! Effective! A sure thing! 

Right? Well, except that we as readers already know who Daniel’s God is. He is 

the God who delivers. Right? 

 

II.  Don’t be surprised at the depths the enemy will go to bring you down. vv. 

10-15 



        Just as before with the fiery furnace, we are disgusted by what we read here. 

How could people be so low, so disgusting, so vile, so vindictive? These people 

who claim to believe in the supremacy of the rule of law actually do not believe 

in that at all. They really believe in the right to oppress through power, in this 

case the power of the law. They rightly think that the king might not go along 

with their coup, he loved Daniel, so they take it out of his hands. They let the 

law kill Daniel. 

 

        10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his 

house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He 

got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his 

God, as he had done previously. 

 

Aren’t these beautiful words? Daniel found out about the new “law” and went 

back to his house…and did what he always had done. He got on his knees and 

prayed to His God in front of the open window morning, noon and night so 

anyone and everyone could see. He didn’t start praying at night, or in his closet, 

or in his mind. He did as he always did. He was committed to living a life of 

integrity even if it cost him his life. That’s what the man of God does: live a life 

of devotion to God and trust Him with the results. Oh for more people like 

Daniel. Are you a Daniel? 

 

It is instructive that he prayed toward Jerusalem, the place where his God once 

dwelt among His people and promised to once again dwell among His people. 

His future was not with the Medes and Persians and their gods, not with the 

Babylonians and their gods. His future was in the hands of the God of the 

Hebrew people who would fulfill His promise to redeem and restore His 

people. You prayed to Him even if at that particular time it seemed He was 

defeated, destroyed, away. Your hope is in Him! 

 



  11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and 

plea before his God.  12 Then they came near and said before the king, 

concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone 

who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, 

shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing 

stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 

revoked.” 

 

Sure enough, these enemies find him doing what he always did. From his 

character and habits, which obviously were well known, they knew what to 

expect. And it happened. I envision them before this trap, walking by his house, 

seeing him praying to his God. I imagine them grinding their teeth, angry 

perhaps that this old man could be in such a position of influence, attached to a 

defeated God with His exiled people. Nothing seemed to be going right for 

them, and yet Daniel was faithful, consistent, filled with integrity. His character 

and habits infuriated them. Then when he found honor, it put them over the 

top. They had to bring him down, no matter what! 

 

 13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the 

exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have 

signed, but makes his petition three times a day.” 

 

        So, they trap Daniel and then they trap the king. They get him to affirm 

the validity of the law. It “cannot be revoked!” Right, O King live forever? Yes, 

that is true. Well, there is this guy, Daniel, who is breaking the law. Clearly, 

Darius knew Daniel, quite well. He was ready to entrust his whole kingdom into 

Daniel’s hand. But now, Daniel was caught in the trap of the supremacy of the 

law of the Medes and Persians. He has been observed breaking the law, 

publically, continuously, witnessed by many people. This is an open and shut 

case, O King, live forever! 



 

 14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his 

mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 

 

        This time, the king was distressed because he knew he was trapped. He 

loved Daniel and wanted to rescue him. But he too was trapped. He was trapped 

by the law he had signed. He tried everything he could to get out of it. But there 

was no way out. He did not have the power to rescind the law. 

 

        Pause: are you catching a detail here? A theme of the book is “who really is 

in control?” Up to now, it seemed it was the king. Each time that was debunked. 

Now, the king is subject to the law. So, is the law supreme? That really is at the 

heart of this story. For a nation of laws, are the laws supreme? Or, is there One 

who is sovereign even over the law? 

 

 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, 

“Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or 

ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 

 

        I pause in the story at this point, with the question of the supremacy of the 

law. These officials reinforce the supremacy of the law. It is not just a law of the 

king, it is a law OVER the king. If it is a law OVER the king, surely it is 

sovereign. Right? Not so fast. Stay tuned for next week and Pastor Kyle’s 

preaching on Daniel and the lions’ den! 

 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 

different about our lives? 

 



        1) We will examine our own lives to see if there would be faithful patterns 

that would distinguish us from everyone else. 

        2) We will determine to live for God no matter what, trusting Him with 

the consequences. 

        3) We will not put our trust in any leader or even law. 

        4) We will not be shaken when the enemy tries to bring us down. 


