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Daniel 1:1-7 

        This morning, we continue our study of the prophets, although I admit to 
you that we have actually crossed over from the minor prophets to one of the 
major prophets: Daniel. I got confused because so often this group is entitled, 
“Daniel and the 12.” But Daniel is actually a major prophet. I guess his book is 
just over the limit of length even though Zechariah actually has more chapters! 
So, indulge me as we lump Daniel in with our study of the minor prophets. 

        I admit to you that I am not entering this study all excited about it. I will 
get there, but I’m not quite there yet. I think it has something to do with the 
baggage I carry from my childhood. During my formative years, we attended a 
church where to my young mind, this was the only book the pastor preached: 
Daniel. And I think he preached in it for 5 years or more. I’m pretty confident 
that he didn’t do that, but that is what is sticking in my mind. 

        So, it has taken me only 29 years as a pastor to get to preaching the book 
of Daniel. I think it is about time. This is a great, complex little book! Yes, it 
has a couple of the most familiar stories in all of Scripture, the fiery furnace and 
the lion’s den. It has the famous but strange passage that has given us the phrase, 
“the handwriting is on the wall!” There are some great theological truths here 
that play directly into the narrative about God’s sovereignty while His people 
are being mistreated. And it has some very important prophecy about future 
events that play into both the first advent of Christ and the second coming of 
Christ. We dare not overlook the important place that Daniel holds in 
understanding Scripture. 

        But it also has some great truths for us in our day as well. Let me see if I 
can explain. Daniel was lived out and written about 600 BC. The setting was 
that The Assyrians and the Babylonians had come and plundered the land of 
Israel. They destroyed the cities and notably the temple and then took the 
Israelite people captive out of their homeland and resettled them in foreign 



lands. This is the setting of the book of Daniel: the people of God have been 
taken captive into exile in Babylon. How should we view such a time? Had God 
abandoned them? Was there some god who was more powerful than Him? 
What was it like to live under such conditions? This is the book of Daniel, 
answering the question of what it is like to live under totalitarian rule by evil 
dictators. 

        Again, let me be clear, my intentions for this study are NOT political. 
That would miss the point entirely and further divide in a very divided time. 
Instead, it is to give a perspective on how to view life when it seems that you are 
trapped in an environment not of your choosing or liking. Where is God when 
it seems that forces stronger than Him are winning the day? That is my 
direction. 

        And so, we start today. Here in the first verses of Daniel we are introduced 
the main characters in the story, an evil king and a few young men of God, with 
Daniel at the center of them. They are going to be put to the test and we will see 
in a week or two whether they pass the test. READ Daniel 1:1-7. 

  

Main point: Kingdoms become greater when they can convert the young leaders 
of conquered people. 

  

        This was the strategy of the Babylonian empire. And it makes sense that it 
might actually work when you have a conquered people. You come in, show 
your power by destroying their culture, and then you forcibly infuse the best and 
brightest of that culture into your own, converting them to your own thinking 
so they might lead their people to do the same. We begin down that path this 
morning. I trust it will become clear where this is headed in our day, when our 
culture desires to silence, to wipe out the people of God and their thinking, 
replacing it with secular thinking and values. Welcome to the book of Daniel! 
(2 parts) 



I. Sometimes God moves His rebellious people into completely foreign 
territories. vv.1-2 

        I word it this way because I want to avoid saying that if God’s people rebel 
against Him, He WILL move them. Such was certainly the case here in Daniel, 
but it is not ALWAYS the case. Instead, it happens “sometimes.” He might. Who 
knows, we might be in such times right now. I know I certainly feel like a cultural 
outcast. All of the loudest voices in our culture, from Hollywood, from media, 
from social media seem to be speaking ever more boldly against the things I hold 
dear. I may not be in Babylon, but I certainly feel like an exile living in my home 
territory. 

        And yet, even if that is the case, what we find here in Daniel is that it is 
possible not only to survive, but to thrive. Daniel here as an outcast has been given 
a role by God in shaping and influencing the major empire of his day. Who would 
have thought this was possible for a captive exile? 

  

v.1- In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 

  

We know from history that this invasion of Israel took place about 605 
BC, followed by another one in 597 BC, and then 587 BC. With these three 
waves, the land of Israel was decimated. Cities were burned, destroyed, with 
walls torn down. This is what aggressive, invading kingdoms do. They come in 
and destroy, plunder, pillage, and in this case take back to their territory both 
goods and people. 

Here in v.1, we get the barest of historical details. But even here, there is 
some good information. From this brief description, we are reminded that there 
is a divided kingdom, Israel and Judah. That in itself reminds us of how things 
have not gone as was hoped for. Even Moses warned the people to stay with 
God or things would not go well for them, (the whole blessings and curses 
section of Deuteronomy 28 comes to mind). Later, through the rebellion of 



God’s people, Israel insisted on having a king, knowing that kings tend to 
oppress. But they insisted on a king, so God gave them a king. After Saul, then 
came David, the king of God’s own choosing. And after that came Solomon, 
and then the divided kingdom with some good kings and some bad kings on 
each side. And all during that time the spiritual lives of the people went up and 
down as well. At times, the people were faithful, but at other times they didn’t 
have any concern for the things of God. Yes, they had a temple, yes there was 
the priesthood, yes there was the form of worship, but it was very clear that their 
hearts were not in it. And so, per their warning from God, there were 
consequences to their disobedience to God. There was to come a time of 
chastising from the hand of God in the form of invasion and captivity by a 
foreign king. Here, it is the Judah half of the kingdom that is taken captive by 
the Babylonian empire. But notice the wording in v.2. 

  

  2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some 
of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, 
to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.  

  

Did you notice that the invasion was attributed to dreaded king 
Nebuchadnezzar in v.1, but here in v.2, this was attributed to “the Lord.” This 
is key, both to our understanding of the situation and to the overall point of the 
book. It might seem like God was being found weak, deficient, less powerful 
than His foes here, but this was not the case. The Lord was Himself causing 
such things to happen. He was sovereign even over this situation. 

I hope you can see the significance of this point. An unbiased outsider, 
looking at this situation would have easily concluded that the god(s) of the 
Babylonian empire were superior and more powerful than the God of the 
Israelites. Nebu was clearly superior to Yahweh. Whatever Yahweh had declared 
in the past was negated by this invasion and pillaging by the followers of Nebu. 
Right? Yes, this was a battle between two kings and kingdoms, but it really was 
a battle between the gods of these two kingdoms. We see that here in the 



placement of the articles from temple to temple, and will see it in a bit with the 
name changes. 

And yet, the text is clear that Yahweh was behind this action. He had 
withdrawn His hand of protection and allowed the Babylonians to come in and 
ransack not only the city, but His temple in that city. Solomon’s temple was 
ruined. The articles of worship, so precious to the Jewish people were carted off 
and installed in the temple of THEIR god! Are you catching this? What better 
way of demonstrating the superiority of your god than for the conquered people 
seeing the things most precious to them and their god in the temple of a rival 
god? 

So, this is the starting spot of the book of Daniel. The people of God 
have been forcibly removed from their homes and land, the Promised Land, and 
the temple they had built under Solomon was laid in ruins, and the people 
carted off in chains to become the slaves of the evil Babylonians. And to think 
that all of this happened under the watchful eye of Yahweh. In other words, this 
did not happen in spite of Him, this happened because of Him. He was behind 
it. 

So, perhaps it would be better to have worded the point of this section as, 
“Know that God has you wherever you are, even if it is in completely foreign 
territory!” You might think of it as the worst of the worst situations, but He 
might just be up to something different. If you are there, it is because He has 
chosen to have you there, for a reason, a good reason, for a kingdom building 
reason. Yes, it might be due to your own rebellion, but even if that is the case, 
He wants to use it to accomplish His purposes both in you and in those whose 
land you occupy. This is the message of the book of Daniel. 
 

II. Conquer young minds and you’ve conquered a people!  vv. 3-7 

        Later in chapter 1, we will see how Daniel and his friends respond to this 
effort, but for this morning, we will stick with the plan of Nebuchadnezzar. In 
order to control a large and expanding empire with limited resources over vast 
distances, a system had to be set up that kept conquered people from rebelling. 



In this case, you did it by first removing the people from their natural habitat, 
called exile or taking them to YOUR territory, disconnecting them from all 
things familiar, then selecting some of the best and brightest of the conquered 
people, training them in all the things of your own culture, and then putting 
them in charge of their own people. 

The thinking is that if these conquered people see their bright young men 
accepting and leading them in this new culture’s activities, they will be less likely 
to rebel. But we must know that at the core is the desire to control a disparate 
group of people utilizing limited resources. In other words, it is not “for the 
good of the people” that such things were done. It was for issues of control, just 
as similar efforts were made by the Roman empire in the days of Paul and the 
early church. Conquering kingdoms had to deal with this problem: how do you 
assimilate people from foreign cultures into your own? 

  

3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the 
people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility,  4 youths without 
blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with 
knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king’s palace, 
and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.  

  

Wow, such a deal! Take the noble, the best and brightest and enroll them 
in the royal academy, the place where future kings were taught. Doesn’t that 
sound enticing? And to be selected to attend such an academy, wouldn’t that be 
a proud moment? Here you are, a vanquished people, a captive people, a 
destroyed people, and the king has chosen you from among your peers to enjoy 
the perks of royalty in the kingdom of your conquerors. I suspect it was quite 
the stroke to the ego. Instead of making brick or hauling stone, you will be 
learning the finest of the most advanced culture of the day in the lap of luxury. 

And yet, as I’ve suggested, this is not some gift free ride at Harvard or 
Yale compliments of the generous king Nebuchadnezzar. This was a concerted, 



controlled effort to subdue a people. Compromise and control the bright young 
men, and you’ll control a people. It is easy to see from the description that these 
young men were chosen because they stood out physically, mentally, with social 
status and the highest level of talent and potential. “Here, let us teach you about 
our culture!” 

  

5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of 
the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end 
of that time they were to stand before the king. 

  

        Are you seeing it? They were to be treated like royalty, treated as kings in 
training. The process was extensive, three years. There was to be a completion, a 
graduation ceremony perhaps at the end of which….what? What then? Ahhh, 
that is the unspoken but clear point. The purpose of all of this was to raise up a 
generation of leaders who would be both loyal to the king and have the respect 
of the people. If you properly, thoroughly enculturate the young leaders, you can 
control the people. That is the plan, that is how Nebuchadnezzar hoped to 
utilize limited resources to peacefully increase the size of his kingdom: control 
the promising young leaders. 

  

 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of 
Judah.  7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called 
Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and 
Azariah he called Abednego. 

  

        Now we are introduced to the main characters of the story: Daniel and his 
three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. They were all from the tribe of 
Judah. Coincidence? I don’t think so. Jacob had declared that Judah would rule 
over his brothers in Genesis 49. But then we notice the names. Here are the 



English meanings of these Hebrew names: Daniel-my judge is God (El), 
Hananiah-Yahweh has shown grace, Mishael-who is what God is?, and Azariah-
Yahweh has helped. All of their names pointed to their God, which was a 
common thing for Hebrew names to do. 

        But here, their names were changed to fit this new culture: Belteshazzar-
protect his life or perhaps Bel (a Babylonian god) protect his life, Shadrach-the 
command of aku (another god), Meshach-Who is what Aku is? (So he went 
from Who is what El is? To Who is what Aku is?) and Abednego-servant of 
Nego or perhaps Nebo). Are you catching the point? Their names were changed 
as a way to change their identity and particularly their connection with their 
God. They would now by their very names be identified with the gods of the 
Babylonians. 

        This changing of the names is common in Scripture, Jacob became Israel, 
Saul became Paul, Simon became Peter, and so on. But the name change and 
particularly the direction or intention of the name change is significant. These 
young men were to be the epitome of what this superior Chaldean culture had 
to offer. They were to be examples and leaders to all of their people. 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

        This is a bit hard since we are only at the beginning of the story. We 
almost have to wait until the end to learn the takeaway’s. And yet, I think we’ve 
already seen a few things. 

        1) We will remember that even in the worst of circumstances, God has 
sent us there for His purposes. 

        2) We will have the perspective that there are vast differences in cultures. 

        3) We will be diligent to raise up the next generation to stand firm against 
the enticements our culture has to offer. 

        4) We will keep our relationship with the God of Scripture at the core of 
our identity. 


