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Malachi 2:10-17 

        As we continue our study of the book of Malachi, we find ourselves in the 
middle of chapter 2, vv. 10-17. I am in a bit of a quandary here, I will admit. As 
I look at this text, study this text, ponder this text, consult with commentators 
on this text, I find myself at odds with some of them. And the problem is how 
literally do we take the wording of the text. 

        If you have been with us over this past month, you know what the book is 
about: God is not happy with His people and particularly His clergy because of 
their lack of respect, honor, fidelity to Him and especially in how they worship. 
Their attitude shows a contempt for God rather than a love and awe for God. 
That has been really, really clear. 

        And now, right in the middle of chapter 2, there is a section on adultery 
and a proclamation from God regarding divorce. The big question I am 
wrestling with is this: does this represent a change of subject, or is this just 
another way of saying what He has been saying? 

        Let me see if I can make the question clear in this way. Does adultery equal 
idolatry, or does idolatry equal adultery? In other words, does the prophet speak 
out now against adultery, against the intermingling of the people of God with 
the daughters of men who do not know God? Or, is the prophet trying to get 
the attention of the people by putting their idolatry in terms of marriage and 
adultery and divorce? Has he changed the subject, or is he putting the same 
subject in different terms? That is the question before us. 

        And I find myself at odds with smart and studied scholars, which is not a 
pleasant position to be in. They are in the camp of, the prophet is here speaking 
out against the practice of taking foreign wives. And surely, there is an element 
of that. He clearly does. But it seems to me that the taking of foreign wives is 
not the focus, the idolatry of God’s people is the focus, just as it has been for 



the entire book. And so, when God declares his disgust with divorce, I don’t see 
it so much a condemnation of those who have divorced their wives to marry 
foreign wives as much as a threat that because of their idolatry, God is 
threatening them with cancelling their covenantal relationship, threatening them 
with divorce. He hates it, but He will do it if they keep fooling around with 
foreign gods. Adultery is a legitimate grounds for divorce. And so, if you take 
up with foreign gods, do not expect to be granted spousal rights by your God 
who has been faithful to you! In my mind, that is where this text is headed. 

        Allow me to read the text in question and see if you can see the difficulty 
of the issue. And know that today is just part 1 of dealing with this text. We 
will come back next week and hit it again to make sure we have adequately 
pondered the seriousness of the issue. READ Malachi 2:10-17. 

        I would pause here to make note of the fact that various translations read 
differently at one crucial spot in this text: v.16. The NIV, the NASB and others 
have the strong statement, “I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the God of Israel. 
The ESV does not translate the text that way. It seems to me that this greatly 
influences our understanding of the text. And we will spend some time on that 
next week in part 2. So, I want to acknowledge the difference here but will wait 
until next week to probe this question. 

Main point: Chasing after other gods is the equivalent of committing adultery to 
our Lord. 

        Obviously, you can see where I have come down in the debate. It seems to 
me that Malachi has not changed the subject at all. He is here emphasizing the 
seriousness of the problem of idolatry among God’s people. The people, the 
priests caring more about others than they do their covenant keeping God is the 
equivalent of committing adultery against Him. And as much as God hates 
divorce, the committing of adultery justifies divorce, a principle that even Jesus 
makes clear in Matt. 5:32. I see this as a serious warning against fooling around 
with other gods. Our Lord takes such things seriously. 

        So, as we begin our time of study in this rather harsh text, I hope you will 
see it on two levels. Obviously, it is calling out actual adultery, actual divorce 



and remarriage to unbelievers. But it is doing so to make a point about being 
faithful to God. Idolatry is a serious, serious thing. (2 parts) 

I. Our covenant God is faithful, we must not be faithless. vv. 10-11 

        We have a covenant relationship with God. And yet, it is not a covenant of 
equals. One side is sovereign over all, faithful to His word at all times. The other 
side is not sovereign at all, subject to a propensity to run headlong into sin. He 
always keeps His word, we so often betray our word. I think it ought to be clear 
how this leads to problems. Imagine a marriage where one side is totally and 
always faithful. Yet at the same time the other side, who made the same vow is 
not faithful at all, is always looking for someone else, is always forsaking the vow. 
How does that work out? That is the scenario described here. Our sovereign Lord 
is faithful while His people are not. This scenario cannot go on forever without 
dealing with it. And now, God is dealing with it through his prophet, Malachi. 

v.10- Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then 
are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 

It is significant here that the situation is put in terms of a covenant, a 
lasting agreement between two parties. It is also significant that this covenant is 
prefaced by the terms Father and Creator. Father speaks to relationship and a 
certain type of relationship at that. Clearly, God is Father and we are His 
children. It is not a relationship of equals. We are under His care, His provision, 
His protection. We do not care for Him, provide for Him, protect Him, guide 
Him. He does all those things for us. And the point here is that He does that 
for ALL of us. There are many of us, but only one of Him. We ALL have this 
same type of fatherly covenant relationship with the same God. In other words, 
we are not sitting around in a group talking about our spouses, “MY 
spouse…..” “If you think that’s bad, MY spouse…” It is not like that. We all 
have the same spouse in this sense. We have the same Father. I cannot complain 
about my heavenly Father, because He is the same Father that you have. Is this 
making sense? Remember, their complaint we saw back in chapter 1 is that God 
was not being fair to them. They didn’t think He loved them. They had been 
true to their commitment, but God had not. 



Then we notice the term “Creator.” The emphasis here is on authority, 
sovereignty. The Creator has authority over the created. Since He is Creator, He 
has sovereignty over us, the created. 

And yet, in spite of this disparity in roles, He has chosen to enter into a 
covenant relationship with us, His children, His creation. It is a lasting 
agreement, extending for generation after generation. We have the best deal 
possible, yet we look for someone else, some better deal, a younger, hipper, 
prettier model. God’s people here in Malachi 2 are described as faithless. Ouch! 
He is faithful, His people are faithless. By pursuing other gods, they profane or 
speak ill toward the covenant. They spit upon the arrangement they are in. The 
people of God have broken their vow before God, they have forsaken their 
faithful partner and set off in search of someone new, different, better. That is 
called idolatry. Can you see why it is serious? It has the legitimate potential to 
negate or end the relationship.  

 11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in 
Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, 
which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god.  

The nation of Judah has not been faithful to their covenant. They have 
pursued others. They have done what is despicable in God’s sight. They have 
desecrated the holy place of God. They have joined together with a foreign god. 
Are you getting the picture here? 

Once more, which way is the illustration going? Is marrying outsiders the 
focus or is idolatry the focus? I think it is idolatry. Judah has allowed idolatry to 
creep into its tent. And God is using the marriage covenant as an illustration or 
perhaps an example of how it has happened. God has loved them, He has 
spelled out the terms of the covenant. But His people have ignored it and have 
gone their own way, and have in the process profaned the covenant, done what 
is despicable on their marriage bed, all with the blessing of the priests. 

Here is my point. If you simply see this passage as talking about adultery, 
you might tune me out as not applying to you. But if you see it as deeper than 
that, more encompassing than that, then this passage takes on a whole new life. 



When you take something, anything, anyone and infuse that thing that person 
with importance that ought only be reserved for God, you have committed 
idolatry. And in God’s eyes, that is like committing adultery. When you care 
more about money than you care about God, you are forsaking your vow to 
Him. When you make your career, your passions, your pleasures your priority, 
then you are being faithless toward God. It would be like sitting on a park 
bench with your wife, watching the people go by, drooling, whistling at some 
sweet young thing who happens by. How might your wife feel at that moment? 
Do you think she would say, “Oh, it’s no big deal!” I don’t think so. She’d 
probably punch you. Don’t try it to find out! 

It’s the same with God. He is like the faithful spouse, fulfilling His vows 
each and every day. Along comes some imposter, some other god all dressed up 
to impress. And trust me, there will always be such gods. False gods, idols will 
always promise what we want, instantly, painlessly. There will always be new 
cars, new clothes, new toys, new houses, new opportunities for making a fortune, 
new paths to popularity and power. There will always be new. But we must 
remember our vows. As Malachi will put it in v. 14, The LORD was witness 
between you and the wife of your youth.” He was there when we committed for 
life. How dare we look toward others to fill some need in us for new, different. 
How dare we commit adultery against our faithful God!   

 

II.  The LORD desires that such faithlessness stop in this generation. v.12 

        In other words, He does not take the attitude of “Oh well, I lost this 
generation. I’ll try again in the next generation.” No, it is, “If this continues, 
there will not be a next generation.” He will not stand for a watering down of 
what it means to be in a covenant relationship. Or, said another way, God is not 
going to look the other way as His people pursue other gods. 

        And if I’m right in my interpretation of this text, it makes sense that in the 
following verses (v.16) He brings up the “D” word, divorce. But that’s how 
serious He is about this taking too lightly the covenant relationship we have 
with Him. It needs to stop now. 



12 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the man 
who does this, who brings an offering to the LORD of hosts. 

        This is written in the form of a wish, “May the LORD” but since it is 
something negative, it takes the form of a curse, the prophet is wishing ill. If you 
continue down this path, may the LORD curse you. 

Once more, we are faced with the dilemma. Clearly the image is from the 
realm of marriage. The prophet pronounces a curse upon the child of any such 
adulterous or mixed marriage. The fruit of such a relationship is not permitted 
to dwell among the people of God. Notice that the curse is upon the fruit, the 
descendants, the children. In other words, He doesn’t allow the problem to go 
on or multiply in the following generations. 

So, it could be that this is all about mixed marriages. And clearly there is 
some element of truth there. But it seems to me that this is still on topic 
concerning idolatry, using marriage terms to express it. Regardless, the point is 
the same. It needs to stop now, with this generation. God is not going to 
tolerate such a thing into perpetuity. 

In the next phrase, we are reminded that his context is really worship, or 
that the consequences of such idolatry/adultery affects worship. A man who is 
pursuing other gods (or other wives) and yet continuing to bring his offering 
before the Lord is here cursed with the same curse. Do you think God is pleased 
with such an offering while at the same time you are seeing another woman, 
worshipping another god? Not at all. He is not pleased at all. He is disgusted. 

As we saw before, He wishes that someone would just lock the doors of 
the temple rather than have people continue going through the motions as if 
nothing was wrong. Leave your offering at home if you really don’t consider me 
worthy of your honor! You can’t pretend with God! You don’t get to live one 
way all week and then come into the house of God and pretend to live another 
way with no push back from God. He is not willing to play that game. Leave 
your worship at home, may your children be exiled from the people of God. 
Our faithful God will not continually go on with the faithless actions of His 
people. 



Now, this does not mean God will refuse grace and mercy. Indeed, 
without grace and mercy there would be no relationship between holy God and 
sinful man. Our relationship with Him has grace and mercy at its core. But it 
does mean that we have to be honest with Him about our sin. We have to act 
with integrity. We have to confess our sin, agree with Him about our sin. 
THEN, He will be found faithful and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us 
of all unrighteousness. In other words, our acts of worship will be acceptable 
before Him. But to go on in pride as if there was nothing wrong when in 
actuality there is idolatry/adultery is attempting to play God for the fool. And 
Yahweh, the Lord of Hosts, the God of His word will not be played for a fool. 
He will move on to others. 

        I hope you can see how directly this little book applies to us, applies to 
every generation. Every generation is susceptible to taking God for granted, for 
assuming that simply going through the motions will be pleasing to Him. We 
assume that He will not mind if we fudge things with Him. After all, He is a 
God of grace and mercy. And He is. But He will not be played for the fool 
either. He is not stuck with us no matter what. He is Creator of all, Lord of all. 
He can move on to some other group of people who WILL honor Him as God, 
who WILL take seriously what He has said, who WILL confess their sin, who 
WILL shield their eyes from other gods. He is not a regional god, a territorial 
god, a limited god. He is Lord of hosts, Creator of all, Father of all. He can pick 
or choose at His discretion. He is the faithful One, not us. 

        And so, through Malachi we are challenged to examine our lives to see if 
there are idols hidden in our houses. Possibilities that come to mind are: money, 
possessions, careers, hobbies, reputations, families, causes. All of these things are 
capable of being blessings or idols. They become idols when we put them before 
God, when we serve them rather than God, when we care more about them than 
we do about God. 

I hope it is clear by now that God will not be two-timed. He will not be 
cheated upon. He will not share His place with another. And the clock is 
ticking. He wants you to take care of the situation now, in this generation. As I 
so often say, the landscape of this world is littered with empty shells of 
magnificent buildings that once served as beacons calling people to turn to God, 



but now have turned into grim reminders of what once was. We must know that 
every church is only one generation away from extinction. What will be said 
about this generation? Faithful? Or faithless? 

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will take seriously any potential idol in our lives. 

        2) We will take stock of our lives and identify idols. 

        3) We will refuse to simply go through the motions of worship, thinking 
God will be pleased. 

        4) We will confess our sin and turn to Him without delay. 

        5) We will give thanks to Jesus for making accessible to us the grace and 
mercy of God. 


