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        Good morning, Church! It’s Palm Sunday, the day when the people of God 

honored their King as God would desire! I am really, really glad to be with you. 

I admit though that I am in a dilemma. We have made it our goal to keep these 

broadcasts to less than an hour. Why? Because we know you can leave us 

without a room full of eyes watching you leave. Or, you might just be watching 

in bed and fall back asleep. And so far, we have kept them to less than an hour. 

But there’s the problem. The longer this goes on, the more you are going to 

expect us to have our normal service less than an hour when we get back to 

normal. Right? That’s a problem! Or if we continue to broadcast after we start 

meeting, you might decide to stay in your pj’s and just watch from home. That’s 

a problem! So, know that we are making special effort to be brief, but don’t get 

too comfortable. We are NOT a “get it done in less than an hour” church. 

Remember, I’m also getting used to preaching only ONE service, and that at 

10:00! 

 

        This morning, we come to the third in our series of Certain Truths for 

Uncertain Times. This week, the truth is that God is in control. Indeed, this is 

often one of the most troubling questions asked during times of hardship: Is 

God there? Does God care? Is He really in control? 

 

        This is where the secular worldview and the biblical worldview collide. 

The world believes we just came into being, that random factors and twists of 

fate led to our existence. Almost by definition, this means no one is in control, 

certainly not an all-powerful God. And then there are those who allow that 

some sort of God caused us to come into being, but certainly he (or she or they 



or it) simply left the scene, leaving man to figure things out on his own. This 

non-involved god thinking dominates our culture. 

 

        But on the other side is the biblical worldview, that there is a God who 

created us by His plan, watches over and interacts with His creation, and has 

determined the course of that creation history. The Bible teaches that the future 

is not random, not subject to chance or fate. The future is not only known by 

God, but is under His control, His sovereignty. 

 

        I know it is not difficult for any of you to understand how this position is 

put under the microscope during times of testing as these. When things are 

going well, it is easy to believe that God is in control. But when things are NOT 

going well, all of a sudden it is all in question. How CAN God be in control 

when all of these things are happening? How can you believe in a God who 

allows such things to happen? That is the question we are facing today, “How 

can we believe that God is in control during such times of crisis?” 

 

        To address this question, I would like to examine a psalm, Psalm 33. I 

know there are many places where we could turn, there are many verses and 

passages in Scripture that talk about the sovereignty of God, but I’ve chosen a 

psalm because of its bent. The beauty of a psalm is that it not only conveys 

truth, but points us in the proper direction to respond to such truth. 

 

        See if you can pick up this direction as I read Psalm 33. READ. 

 

Main point: Since ours is the God who is in control, then we ought to respond 

with worship and faith. 

 



        And the fact that bad things happen doesn’t negate His sovereignty. He is 

sovereign over all things, even over calamities, plagues, world events. In fact, His 

promises concern taking us through such events. In other words, He doesn’t 

promise they will not happen, He promises to take His people safely through 

them. We see that here in Psalm 33. 

 

        So, as we go through this text, notice how God’s place and character 

shapes our response. I’m confident there are tangible, applicable, timely truths 

here. (3 parts) 

 

I. Worship is the appropriate response to a God like ours and times like these.  

vv. 1-5 

 

        There is a real sense that I would love these five verses to be at the end of 

the psalm, it would better fit my purpose. But I don’t write Scripture, I just 

preach it. And the psalmist wants us to know right up front how he wants us to 

respond. He begins with a call to worship. Then he tells us why. 

 

v.1- Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright.  2 

Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of 

ten strings!  3 Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud 

shouts. 

 

As you might expect for a hymn, worship is at the core. In this case it is joyous 

worship, uplifting praise, with voice and instrument, with melody, with skillfully 

played instruments, with loud worship! Now, clearly such worship is not 

intended to get God’s attention. Clearly it is expressed this way to show joy, 

exuberance, thanksgiving, understanding of the situation. Now, we might think 



this fits when things are going well, but at the end of the psalm we will see that 

the people were facing hardship, oppression, famine, death. So, the call goes out 

at the beginning of the psalm for robust worship in spite of the circumstances. 

This is instructive! 

 

 4 For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in 

faithfulness.  5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the 

steadfast love of the LORD. 

 

Here we see a brief listing of Yahweh’s attributes: upright, faithfulness, love, 

righteous, just, grace (steadfast love). Again, all these things naturally roll off our 

tongues in good times. But this psalm was not written for good times. These 

words were written in the face of hardship. This is how you are to respond 

when things DON’T look good. When things look bleak, turn your hearts 

toward worship. Why? How does this make sense? Well, the answer to that is 

the meat of the psalm. From this call to worship comes a rationale for why such 

worship is appropriate: the LORD is Creator of all and is sovereign over all. 

 

II.  The LORD is Creator and thus sovereign over all. vv. 6-17 

 

        It is no accident that the psalmist frames the answer to our question in the 

context of creation. A God who creates is naturally sovereign over that which 

He creates. As I said at the outset, this is what divides the two worldviews. If 

God didn’t create, then He is not sovereign, things are subject to time and 

chance. But if He did create, then He is sovereign. 

 

  

 



        6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of 

his mouth all their host.  7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts 

the deeps in storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the 

inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!  9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 

he commanded, and it stood firm.  

 

        Can you see how God’s creative acts are tied to worship? This time the 

emphasis is on reverent fear, awe. When we see His creative power, it ought 

naturally lead us to bow before Him, stand with mouths wide open before Him 

in humble amazement. This God who creates ought to instill awe in His 

creation. Notice as well how effortless was His creative acts. He spoke things 

into being. He breathed things the heavens into existence. He piles up the seas 

like a child stacks blocks. The wild and raging seas are just children’s blocks to 

Him. To us, such things are beyond comprehension, but to Him it is like no 

effort at all. But then notice the last line, “He commanded, and it stood firm.” 

In other words the created thing was under the direct and complete authority of 

its Creator. He is sovereign. He has the power and authority to command His 

creation. 

 

        10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates 

the plans of the peoples.  11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the 

plans of his heart to all generations.  12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the 

LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 

 

        As you read these verses, how much control do people have over creation? 

None compared to the Creator. Oh yes, the people strategize, plan, plot, but 

Yahweh, the God of Scripture has the power to frustrate their best laid plans. 

They cannot force their will upon Him. He can and does force His will upon 

them. And what He says is, now and forever. He is not fickle, He does not 

operate by shifting winds. He says, “This is the way it is,” and it is! Notice here 



the issue is not whether God is in control. The open question is whether His 

creation will honor Him as their God. You can choose to worship other gods, 

but blessed is the nation which honors Him! 

 

        13 The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of 

man; 14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the 

earth,  15 he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 

 

        Notice the perspective. He is enthroned in the heavens, above all of the 

mess and chaos of this world. In fact, in our Bible study in Revelation we are 

making this point, that during the most cataclysmic events on earth, when 

distress and destruction are everywhere, the scene in heaven is the exact opposite: 

calm, peace, worship. The LORD is above it all, over all, noticing everything 

that goes on. He notices details, He has His eye on the children. Nothing 

escapes His notice, but in heaven it is calm. As we talked about last week, He is 

the Supreme Craftsman who is keenly aware of and interested in His creation. 

Contrast that with the earthly sovereigns. 

 

        16 The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by 

his great strength.  17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its 

great might it cannot rescue.   

 

         How ironic are these verses in light of our current situation. We have the 

most powerful armed forces in the world. How effective are they in helping us 

right now? How do you shoot a missile at a virus? Instead, aircraft carriers are 

coming down with the same illness. No, sometimes military strength is useless. 

They cannot help us in times of trouble. 

 



        But I see here significance in the title given to Jesus: King of kings and 

Lord of lords. In other words, He is sovereign over the world’s sovereigns. 

Those who put their trust in their strength and might will find out that it is 

completely powerless as compared to that of the LORD. They may think they 

are sovereign, but He IS sovereign. Calamity shows that. 

 

        Right now, a microscopic organism seems to be more powerful than the 

mightiest nations on earth. And yet, there is One who is sovereign over that 

organism. He can tell it, “Stop!” and it will stop. He is Creator, He is Lord over 

His creation. 

 

        Now, that being the case, where does that lead us? Yes, we pray for the 

governmental officials over us. I cannot imagine the stress of their jobs right 

now. We pray for the frontline workers, who put their lives and health at risk 

every day for our sake, and for the sake of those most vulnerable among us. And 

we pray for the scientists, who are working like crazy to find something that can 

stop, treat, insulate us from this foe. We can and we must pray for all those 

involved. 

 

        But even more than that, we must pray to the One who is sovereign over 

all of it. We know that He can, we pray that He will. 

 

III. The LORD’S people will trust Him to help us in our time of need. vv. 18-

22 

 

        I want to make very clear: this is not an either/or situation. It is not a 

science versus God dilemma. It is not a government versus God decision. This is 

a both and. We pray for those involved from the highest to the least, but we 



know that our God is the One who is truly sovereign over our situation. As 

much as we pray for them, we pray even more to Him. We use this occasion to 

declare our trust in Him, our perspective that He and He alone is truly able to 

assure our safe passage, our protection, our help in time of need. Crises tend to 

reveal our heart perspective about God. We see here how we SHOULD 

respond. 

 

        18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who 

hope in his steadfast love,  19 that he may deliver their soul from death and 

keep them alive in famine. 

 

        We remind ourselves of truth, that God is not distant, uninterested, 

powerless, restrained. No, God is aware, caring, able and ready to deliver His 

people from their distress. His attitude toward us is not vengeful, tortuous, 

mean. His attitude toward us is the great Hebrew word translated here, steadfast 

love, or everlasting kindness, or simply grace. This is the OT counterpart to the 

NT word agape love. The emphasis is slightly different, but the usage is quite 

similar. God’s attitude toward us is gracious, loving to the nth degree, always, 

ever. 

 

        Then notice the context, “deliver their soul from death and keep them 

alive in famine.” They will face deathly situations. They will face severe lack of 

vital needs. But our loving, sovereign Lord will see us through. That is the 

perspective of the one who gets it. 

 

 20 Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  21 For our 

heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.  22 Let your steadfast 

love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

 



        We wait, He delivers.  Woah, there’s a whole sermon right there! He helps 

us out and shields us from harm. We patiently wait until He does so. We love 

Him, trust Him, worship Him, bless Him, hope in Him, even in the worst of 

times. I see all those things in these verses. Again, put these verses into the 

context of hardship, not good times. You don’t need a shield unless someone is 

trying to harm you. You don’t need help unless you are in trouble. But in those 

times, we will not trust our latest war horse, our most powerful army. Instead, 

we will trust the One who is Lord over them. He doesn’t promise to prevent 

hardship, but He does promise to help and to shield. 

 

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 

different about our lives? 

 

        1) We will remember who is in control, and it’s not us, any of us. 

        2) We will not allow hardship to tempt us to give up on the sovereignty of 

God. 

        3) We will use such occasions to declare our trust in our sovereign Lord. 

        4) We will pray for ourselves and others, but more than that we will pray 

for God to help and protect. 

        5) We will commit to heartfelt, joyous, loud worship even in the worst of 

times, because we understand the character of the One who is really in charge. 

 

 


