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Various texts 

        Good morning, Church! It is good to have you with us. I trust all of you 
are signing in, commenting, whatever, so that we and everyone else can know 
who’s here. During these difficult times, maintaining our connections with each 
other is crucial. And, one of the aspects of being a part of a local church as 
opposed to listening to some preacher’s podcast is that the church connects 
people. We participate in the church community together. We greet each other. 
So, make your presence known! We want you to connect. Use our Facebook 
page to greet each other as you might on Sunday morning. 

        It is my intention over this next indefinite period of time to deviate from 
our normal preaching schedule and focus on a series of biblical truths that seem 
to fit our situation. I am basing this on what I perceive is satan’s attempt to use 
this situation to convince us of lies, distortions, fears, panic, despair. Well, if 
this is his plan, then we must combat him by reminding ourselves of truth. 

        This morning, I’ve chosen to begin with this basic truth: God is with us. 
Next week it is: God is for us, and so on. I’ve chosen this one as a starting place 
because it speaks to our sense of separation from each other and even from God. 
As we have isolated ourselves from “the world,” it is because there has been 
injected into our world a threat that spreads by contact. If you have been 
exposed and you rub up against me, then I have been exposed. This is how it 
spreads. From what I have read, the situation in Italy started with one family 
from China visiting Italy on vacation. So, the threat is real. 

        But that has caused me to think about God and His interaction with His 
creation. God is pure, perfect, holy, without corruption. He created us, this 
place to be pure, holy, without corruption. And yet, it was quickly corrupted by 
sin, and sin’s effects spread to all of creation. Indeed, when all is said and done, 
God will create a new earth AND A NEW HEAVEN! The truth is that satan’s 



sin has corrupted even heaven! And yet, and this is the wonderful truth that I 
want you to ponder today. 

  

Main Point: God has NEVER shied away from mingling among His people, 
even in their corruption. 

  

He never has, He never will. He has consistently made known and 
demonstrated His willingness to dwell among His people, going with them 
wherever they go, whether on long trips to faraway places or barricaded inside 
your home. If you are a follower of Jesus, He is right beside you right now. His 
Spirit has taken up residence inside of you. There is nothing you can do that 
would cause His Spirit to abandon you. An essential aspect of God’s 
relationship with His people is that He will always be with them, always. Can 
you see how this truth is needed when the enemy tries to make you feel isolated? 
Corrupted? Vulnerable? Nothing could be more important than knowing that 
God is with you. Amen? (I didn’t hear any responses!) 

        Let’s trace this thought through a brief look at Scripture. The Scriptures 
begin in Genesis with this big picture view of creation, with this voice of God 
declaring things, speaking creation into being. At the end of that process, He 
declares all of His creation to be good, very good. But then in chapter 2, we see 
a very different picture of God, as if we are looking at the same event through a 
different lens. This time, the emphasis is not on the booming voice and 
commanding power, but the personal contact with His creation. Hear these 
words from Genesis 2:7, “then the LORD God formed the man of dust from 
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” Can you see that 
God is with the man? You might say that God invaded Adam’s personal space. 

        In v.8, we see it go further, “And the LORD God planted a garden in 
Eden, in the east, and there He put the man whom he had formed.” I suspect 
many of us have never contemplated this picture of God. He needs no garden, 
no food. He could have simply spoken that garden into existence. But the 



picture is that God was a farmer, a gardener, a tiller of the soil, working the 
ground and planting the seed, so the man would have food. Again, the picture is 
that God is with the man, in the midst of His creation. 

        That picture continues as He parades all the animals before the man. And 
then when none of them was found suitable for a spouse, performs surgery on 
Adam, and takes that part removed from Adam and fashions it into a woman, a 
mate suitable for him. Then He takes the woman to the man, as if walking her 
down the aisle, to be wed to her husband. Can you see how personal this is? 
This is not some powerful, but distant God, who uses His power to avoid 
getting His hands dirty. He is with His people. 

        We see this point made in Genesis 3, where the text says that the Lord was 
making noise walking in the garden in the “cool of the day.” What was He 
doing there? It is clear He was there to fellowship with His people, to sit in the 
shade with a glass of lemonade and talk about life. That’s the kind of God that 
He is. 

        Well, yes, you say, all of that is true, but then sin came into the picture. Sin 
changed everything. Sin alienated us from God. Sin necessitated that God isolate 
Himself from such corruption. True, but not quite. Certainly God knew that 
Adam and Eve had sinned before He was found walking in the garden…and He 
came anyway. Sin was already there when He went for His daily walk. Indeed, 
by the end of the passage the LORD God is fashioning garments for His fallen 
creation out of the skins of animals He had created. So, already in these first 
chapters of Genesis, He has been pictured as EMT, farmer, surgeon, wedding 
officiant, friendly neighbor, and seamstress. And we aren’t even out of the first 
scene of human history! 

        Indeed, this concept of the personal, active presence of God among His 
people becomes one of the three major components of the promise of God to 
His people: I will be their God, they will be my people, and I will dwell in the 
midst of them. We see it referenced many times throughout the OT, but I point 
you to just the idea of the tabernacle vs. a temple. God made it abundantly clear 
that He was not like other gods. For other faiths, you went to a certain place, a 
temple in order to meet with your god. You went to where he was. But for His 



people, He went with them, they could just carry a tent and a few items around 
with them and set up a meeting place wherever they were. He wanted them to 
know that He was with them wherever they went, good, bad, or otherwise. 
Again and again, He promises, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 

        In fact, during the period of time when they were sent into exile, did He 
go with them? Do you remember a story that makes this point? How about Raq, 
Shaq, and Benny and the fiery furnace? When these exiles, far from the promised 
land were thrown into the fire, which was made 7 times hotter, what did the 
king see when he looked in? He saw four people in the fire, and one of them 
looked like “a son of the god(s).” Who might that have been? Why was He 
there? Again, picture that scene: God’s people living in exile because of their 
disobedience. Faithful ones of that exiled people were selected for destruction as 
an example to all. Where is God in all of this? But the public execution of these 
faithful men of God went haywire when they didn’t die in the fiery furnace. 
Instead, the king peering in sees a 4th person in the fire who looked like God 
Himself. Hmmm… What might have been the point? God was in the fire with 
His people. He was not standing back giving approval as they met their demise. 
He was with them in the fire, holding back the seas, closing the lions’ mouths, 
keeping the enemy at bay. That’s who He is, was, and always will be. 

        In fact, that is the whole point of the incarnation of Jesus. This was the 
central time in all of human history when God sent His Son to dwell among His 
people. John 1:14 tells us, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
Or, John 3:16, “For God so love the world (corruption and all) that He sent 
His Son.” 

        Again, picture that. Holy God sent His Son into this rebellious world that 
has been thoroughly corrupted, stained, messed up. It was infected, infested, 
dirty, filled with mold, viruses, vermin, varmints, vagrants, vipers, big threats, 
microscopic threats. But He came anyway. 

        And did He shy away from all of these threats? No, He mingled among 
them, touched them, became “unclean” to heal such people. He spent His time 
with the least, the last, and the lost. He didn’t carry around disinfectant wipes. 



He didn’t send His disciples out to meet the people, staying behind closed 
doors. He went where the people were and lived life with them. 

        Why did Jesus do that? Do you think He did it to make a point? Of 
course He did. Well, what was His point? He was the incarnation of the God 
who has lived out His promise to dwell among His people. He doesn’t look at 
corrupted man and stay far away. He actually goes within the social distancing 
restrictions. He gets up close and personal. In fact, He took on the name that 
was intended to make that exact point: Immanuel, God with us. 

        I think of Psalm 139, which makes this point in vv. 7-10, “Where shall I 
go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?  8 If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!  9 If I take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,  10 even there 
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.” The truth is that 
there is nowhere in all of creation where you can go and be apart from God. 
There is no one, no thing, no spiritual force, no event of nature, or scheme of 
man strong enough, powerful enough, crafty enough to separate you from your 
Lord. He is right there with you, wherever you are. 

        In fact, it goes even further than that. What did Jesus tell His disciples 
before He was put to death? It would be a good thing for them when He would 
leave them, because God would send in His place His Spirit, to live IN them, to 
guide them, instruct them, protect them, advocate for them. Indeed, this 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit would be new for the people of God. No longer 
would there be fear that God would take His Holy Spirit from them. No longer 
would there be the internal panic that God had forsaken His people. No, He 
would give His Spirit as a pledge of His ongoing promise to dwell in the midst 
of His people. 

        Right now, today, God is in the midst of Hillcrest Evangelical Free 
Church. The Scriptures teach us that when we are gathered together and we 
ARE gathered right now, He is there in the midst of us. But we are scattered, 
secluded in our homes. Does this mean He is not in the midst of us? Not at all. 
As long as there is an “us,” He will be in the midst of us. He is wherever His 
people are. When we gather electronically, He is in the midst of us. When we 



talk on the phone, He is in the midst of us. We may be scattered, but He is with 
us nonetheless. 

The truth is that He is in the midst of us both collectively and singularly. 
He hears our collective cries, He hears our cries in silence. He delights in the 
praises of His collected people, He delights in the praises of His scattered 
people. He is with each one of us. He is with those who feel trapped in their 
homes, who feel trapped with their children! (I suspect there is a new 
appreciation for teachers these days!) He is with those who’ve lost their jobs as 
well as those who suspect they will be the next to go. He is with our most 
senior, our most vulnerable.   

He has not sent us into quarantine. He has gone with us into quarantine. 
He has promised to stay with us through it all. He has promised to never leave 
us or forsake us, “even to the end of the age.” That is the truth, and that truth 
ought to calm our fears. It ought to give us a sense of normalcy in abnormal 
times. And when we proclaim that truth, cling to that truth in the face of our 
enemy, he will flee from us. He will go to pick on others. 

So, on this first Sunday when this unseen, microscopic organism threatens 
us, used by the enemy to cause fear, panic, despair within us, let us remind 
ourselves of the truth. We have not been separated from the love of God. We 
are not all alone. We are not trapped. There is no reason for despair. God 
knows exactly what we are going through because He is in the fire with us. He is 
holding back the floodgates even this day. He is weeping at the death of each of 
His people, ready to bring their dead bodies back to life when that day comes. 
He is welcoming home some of His dear friends even this day. Ours is a God 
who dwells among His people! 

  

        If we believe this is the Word of God, then what should be different about 
our lives? 

  



        1) We will remind ourselves of the truth about God’s presence among His 
people. 

  

        2) We will fight the urge to believe the lies of the enemy. 

  

        3) We will talk with our God even when we are isolated from His people. 

  

        4) We will cherish our fellowship with each other as a necessary part of 
life. We were designed to live in community with God and others!   

 


