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Acts	26:24-32	

Greeting	
Thank	you	Brian	and	the	worship	team	for	leading	us	in	praise	this	morning.	For	
those	of	you	that	do	not	know	me,	I’m	Pastor	Kyle	and	I	have	the	privilege	of	
bringing	you	God’s	word	this	morning	as	we	continue	our	way	through	the	Book	of	
Acts.	Curt	began	preaching	through	Acts	right	as	I	came	on	staff	in	2018,	so	in	many	
ways	I	have	felt	a	very	special	connection	with	this	book	as	I’ve	studied	through	it,	
met	with	Curt	about	it,	selected	songs	to	help	reinforce	the	themes	that	come	out	in	
it.	I	feel	honored	to	have	the	opportunity	to	preach	from	Acts	today.		
	

Would	you	pray	with	me	this	morning?	King	Jesus,	we	believe	you	are	
alive	and	reigning	today.	We	believe	that	you	are	here	with	us,	working	in	
our	midst.	We	believe	that	you	are	building	your	church	just	as	you	said	you	
would	do.	We	thank	you	for	the	churches	around	us	that	preach	the	gospel.	
We	pray	that	you	would	bless	the	ministry	of	those	churches,	that	more	
might	be	reached	and	won	for	Christ.		
	
We	pray	for	those	in	our	church	body	that	are	in	need	of	healing.	We	have	
some	that	are	sick,	recovering	from	surgeries	and	other	ailments.	We	ask	that	
you	would	bring	physical	healing	to	those	in	need	of	it.	We	pray	for	those	that	
are	emotionally	hurting.	Maybe	they’ve	been	hurt	by	words	said	to	them	or	
things	done	to	them.	Maybe	it’s	a	strained	relationship	or,	a	poor	decision	
that	a	loved	one	insists	on	making.	Bring	comfort	and	restoration.	Provide	for	
those	in	financial	need	in	ways	yet	unseen.	Increase	the	love	that	we	have	for	
one	another	and	the	unity	within	our	church.		
	
We	ask	that	you	continue	to	work	in	us	today	as	we	have	an	encounter	with	
your	holy	word.	Help	us	to	be	malleable.		Mold	us.	Shape	us	so	that	we	might	
look	less	like	ourselves	and	more	like	you	Jesus.	In	your	name.	Amen.	

	
If	you	haven’t	done	so	already,	I	encourage	you	to	open	your	Bibles	with	me	to	
Acts	26.	Acts	follows	the	gospel	of	John	toward	the	front	of	the	New	Testament.	If	
you’re	using	one	of	our	pew	Bibles	it’s	on	page	1112.	We	will	also	have	the	text	
available	on	the	screens.	For	the	sake	of	context-	I	thought	it	might	be	good	for	us	to	
begin	at	v.	12	this	morning	and	read	through	the	rest	of	the	chapter	26.	
	
Let’s	read	Acts	26:12-32	together.	This	is	God’s	word	to	us	today.		
	
(Read	Acts	26:12-32).	
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Introduction		
We	will	focus	our	time	this	morning	on	v.	22-32	in	particular.	In	these	later	chapters	
of	Acts,	Luke	has	been	observing	from	a	distance	the	court	trials	that	Paul	has	
undergone.	It’s	almost	as	if	Luke	is	calling	us	forward	to	be	witnesses	ourselves.	We	
have	an	inside	look	into	the	trial.	
	
From	the	beginning	of	the	Book	of	Acts,	one	of	Luke’s	goals	is	to	show	us	how	the	
gospel	spreads	from	where	it	began	in	Jerusalem	to	the	rest	of	the	world.	Jesus	told	
his	disciples	in	Acts	1:8	that	they	would	be	his	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	in	Judea,	in	
Samaria	and	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	It’s	good	for	us	to	continually	revisit	an	
author’s	purpose	in	writing	as	we	study	Scripture,	especially	when	we	get	to	later	
chapters	such	as	these.	We	want	to	read	individual	stories	in	light	of	the	overall	
story.	We	know	for	Paul	where	this	is	all	heading.	He	is	going	to	stand	before	Caesar	
in	Rome	in	order	that	he	might	boldly	proclaim	the	gospel	to	the	highest	earthly	
entity	of	that	day.		
	
But	first,	here	in	Acts	26,	Paul	stands	before	King	Agrippa.	Now,	this	is	Agrippa	the	II	
and	that	is	an	important	distinction.	We	did	encounter	Agrippa	I	in	Acts	if	you	recall.	
He	is	referred	to	as	simply	“Herod”	and	he	mostly	shows	up	in	chapter	12.	He	begins	
persecuting	some	who	belonged	to	the	church	and	even	imprisoned	Peter.	Then,	he	
ultimately	meets	his	maker	at	the	end	of	chapter	12	when	he’s	eaten	by	worms.	
	
So	this	is	a	different	Agrippa-	his	son,	in	fact.	Agrippa	II	asks	to	hear	Paul’s	case	and	
Festus’	makes	that	possible	while	he	is	visiting	Caesarea.		
	
---	
	
Let’s	dig	a	bit	more	into	the	passage.	This	passage	is	not	a	lengthy	one,	but	it	is	
packed	with	depth	and	detail.	Note	the	atmosphere.	Note	the	dialogue	that	occurs.	In	
fact,	this	whole	passage	is	largely	dialogue.	That	being	the	case,	we	need	to	look	at	
the	characters	in	the	story	and	what	role	each	of	them	plays	and	what	Luke	is	trying	
to	show	us.	
	
Paul	is	on	trial	and	gives	his	testimony	to	the	listening	king.	Agrippa	has	given	Paul	
permission	to	speak	for	himself	(26:1).	He	is	not	being	interrogated.	He	is	not	being	
cross-examined.	He	has	freedom	to	speak	as	he	wishes	to	the	king.	Paul	is	actually	
grateful	to	be	presenting	before	Agrippa,	as	he	knows	Agrippa	is	especially	familiar	
with	Jewish	customs.	(2-3)	
	
And	so	Paul	speaks.	And	as	you	know,	he	speaks	about	his	life	prior	to	meeting	
Christ.	He	was	one	of	the	most	devout	Jews	and	zealous	Pharisees.	He	speaks	about	
his	supernatural	conversion	experience	(and	aren’t	all	of	ours	supernatural)	and	his	
divine	calling.	This	calling	is	spelled	out	rather	clearly	in	v.	18	which	says,	“to	open	
the	eyes	of	the	Gentiles,	so	that	they	may	turn	from	darkness	to	light	and	from	the	
power	of	Satan	to	God,	that	they	may	receive	forgiveness	of	sins	and	a	place	among	
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those	who	are	sanctified	by	faith	in	Christ.”	Sounds	a	lot	like	a	mission	statement	
doesn’t	it?	
	

Paul	Presents	About	the	Resurrection	(v.	22-23)	
And	all	of	that	went	fine	and	well	in	his	presentation,	until	we	come	to	v.	22-23.	
Would	you	look	at	those	verses	with	me?	Paul	proclaims,	“To	this	day	I	have	had	
the	help	that	comes	from	God,	and	so	I	stand	here	testifying	both	to	small	and	great,	
saying	nothing	but	what	the	prophets	and	Moses	said	would	come	to	pass:	‘that	the	
Christ	must	suffer	and	that,	by	being	the	first	to	rise	from	the	dead,	he	would	proclaim	
light	both	to	our	people	and	to	the	Gentiles.’”	
	
Here	Paul	actually	quotes	Jesus	almost	verbatim	from	Luke	chapter	24.	And	that	
makes	sense	since	the	Gospel	of	Luke	was	Luke’s	first	work	that	preceded	his	
second,	the	Book	of	Acts.	In	Luke	24,	Jesus	interprets	the	Law	and	the	Prophets	for	
the	disciples	and	helps	them	to	see	that	this	was	the	plan	all	along.	That	he	was	to	
suffer	as	God’s	Anointed	One,	that	he	was	to	die	at	the	hands	of	sinful	men,	that	he	
was	to	rise	again	from	the	dead	on	the	third	day	and	that	the	gospel	would	go	forth,	
not	just	to	the	Jews,	but	to	all	nations,	including	to	us	gathered	here	today.	These	
truths	are	testified	to	over	and	over	again	in	the	OT,	in	the	Law	of	Moses	and	the	
prophets.	
	
I	thought	it	could	be	beneficial	for	us	this	morning	to	review	just	a	few	key	OT	
passages	that	tell	of	these	things.	Don’t	worry	about	trying	to	keep	up	and	turning	to	
these	passages	with	me.	Feel	free	to	maybe	just	jot	these	down	if	you’re	taking	any	
notes	this	morning.	Here	are	just	few	of	those	passages…	
	

- In	God’s	covenant	to	Abraham	in	Genesis	chapter	12	verse	3	he	says,	“In	you	
all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed”	pointing	us	to	the	gospel	going	to	
all	nations.		

- In	Psalm	16:10	David	writes,	“You	will	not	abandon	my	soul	to	Sheol,	or	let	
your	Holy	One	see	decay.”	Peter	picks	up	on	this	passage	in	Acts	2	and	shows	
us	that	it	refers	to	Jesus	only	staying	in	the	tomb	for	a	short	amount	of	time.	

- Psalm	22	is	rich	with	messianic	prophecy.	David	writes	in	verse	16,	“For	dogs	
encompass	me;	a	company	of	evildoers	encircles	me;	they	have	pierced	my	
hands	and	feet.”	This	is	a	very	clear	depiction	of	Jesus’	suffering	and	death.	

- In	verse	27	he	writes,	“All	the	ends	of	the	earth	shall	remember	and	turn	to	the	
Lord,	and	all	the	families	of	the	nations	shall	worship	before	you”	once	again	
showing	us	that	the	gospel	will	go	to	all	nations.	

- Curt	took	you	through	Job	a	couple	of	years	ago.	You	may	remember	this	
verse,	“I	know	that	my	Redeemer	lives,	and	at	the	last	he	will	stand	upon	the	
earth.”	–Job	19:25	

- The	prophet	Isaiah	writes,	“He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men,	a	man	of	
sorrows	and	acquainted	with	grief.”	–Is.	53:3	

- And	also	“He	was	oppressed	and	afflicted	yet	he	did	not	open	his	mouth.”	–Is.	
53:7	
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- The	last	book	of	the	OT	from	the	prophet	Malachi	he	writes,	“For	from	the	
rising	of	the	sun	to	its	setting	my	name	will	be	great	among	the	nations.”	

	
These	are	just	a	few	of	hundreds	of	messianic	prophecies	that	point	us	to	Jesus,	his	
suffering,	his	death,	his	resurrection	and	the	gospel	going	forth	to	all	nations-	just	as	
Jesus	said	and	Paul	quotes	here,	“that	the	Christ	must	suffer	and	that,	by	being	the	
first	to	rise	from	the	dead,	he	would	proclaim	light	both	to	our	people	and	to	the	
Gentiles.”	
	
It	is	good	for	us	to	be	aware	of	some	of	these	passages	as	we	consider	sharing	our	
faith.	We	want	others	to	know	that	the	Bible	is	unified.	It	tells	one	story	and	that’s	
the	gospel.	It	testifies	to	itself	over	the	course	of	thousands	of	years.	It	is	
trustworthy.	
	
And	so	back	to	the	story,	Paul	is	sharing	the	gospel	here	before	Agrippa	and	he	
comes	to	one	of	the	most	essential	doctrines	of	the	Christian	faith,	the	resurrection	
of	Jesus	Christ	from	the	dead.	
	
That	is	where	our	story	takes	a	turn.		

Festus’	Rebuke	(24)	
At	that	point,	even	though	he	isn’t	the	primary	hearer	of	Paul,	Festus	can’t	hold	back.		
The	text	says,	“that	as	Paul	was	saying	these	things…”	as	if	Festus	interrupts	him	in	
the	middle	of	his	presentation.	He	pipes	up,	“You’re	crazy	Paul.	You	are	out	of	your	
mind.	Your	great	learning	is	driving	you	mad.”		
	
The	minute	Paul	begins	talking	about	Jesus	rising	from	the	dead	he	is	rebuked	as	a	
crazy	man.	He	had	gone	too	far	for	the	more	“practical”	and	“level-headed”	Roman	
official.	“I	was	with	you	Paul	until	you	had	to	make	this	about	people	rising	from	the	
dead.”		
	
Now,	Festus	was	not	a	Jew	and	was	likely	unfamiliar	with	Jewish	customs	and	the	
Old	Testament	specifically.	But,	remember	Paul	is	presenting	to	Agrippa	primarily-	a	
Jewish	king.	To	a	Roman,	the	resurrection	of	the	dead	was	utterly	foolish.	They	had	
room	in	their	worldview	for	the	possibility	of	the	soul	living	on…maybe	this	idea	of	a	
spiritual	resurrection.	But,	a	bodily	and	visible	resurrection?	A	body	that	was	dead,	
becoming	alive	again?	A	heart	that	had	stopped,	begin	beating	again?	That	was	too	
much	for	Festus.		
	
I’m	reminded	of	another	place	in	Acts	when	Paul	is	presenting	to	the	Athenians	at	
Mars	Hill	in	chapter	17.	In	17:31	Paul	said,	“[God]	has	fixed	a	day	on	which	he	will	
judge	the	world	in	righteousness	by	a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	of	this	he	has	
given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	from	the	dead.	Now,	when	they	had	heard	of	the	
resurrection	of	the	dead,	some	mocked	while	others	wanted	to	hear	him	again.”	The	
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minute	Paul	mentions	resurrection	at	Mars	Hill,	he	is	immediately	mocked	and	
ridiculed.		
	
Here,	Festus	offers	a	similar	response.	He	doesn’t	deny	that	Paul	is	an	intelligent	and	
learned	man.	Notice	he	does	recognize	Paul’s	great	learning,	although	it	could	be	
sarcastic	as	well.	But,	any	hope	that	Festus	had	for	Paul	went	out	the	window	the	
minute	he	mentioned	Jesus’	resurrection.		
	
How	about	us	today?	Is	our	world	much	different	when	it	comes	to	the	idea	of	
resurrection?	Are	our	times	more	accepting	of	the	supernatural?	Of	one	rising	
from	the	dead?	Of	course	not.	In	fact,	according	to	a	2017	poll	conducted	in	
England	of	all	places,	46%	of	the	General	public	said	that	they	do	believe	in	life	after	
death.	Now,	keep	in	mind	this	can	include	other	belief	systems	such	as	
reincarnation,	etc.	so	the	number	of	those	that	believe	in	a	biblical	resurrection	
would	be	even	less.	Another	46%	said	they	do	not	believe	life	after	death	and	8%	
said	they	do	not	know.	I	know	this	is	a	British	study	and	a	small	case	study	at	that,	
but	the	numbers	are	sobering.1	
	
I	think	we	might	agree	that	while	many	today	would	not	state	it	as	boldly	as	Festus	
here	in	Acts	26,	they	still	think	the	same.	They	still	view	the	resurrection	of	the	dead	
as	preposterous.	And,	quite	honestly,	apart	from	the	Spirit	of	God	working	in	our	
hearts,	apart	from,	as	Curt	put	it	last	week,	us	having	an	encounter	with	the	Risen	
Lord,	it	would	be	just	as	foolish	to	us.	Jesus	said	in	John	3	that,	“unless	one	is	born	
again	he	cannot	see	the	kingdom	of	God.”	He	is	blind	to	the	things	of	God.	Titus	3	tells	
us	that,	“When	the	goodness	and	loving	kindness	of	God	our	Savior	appeared,	he	saved	
us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	
by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	the	Holy	Spirit…”	Apart	from	God	
doing	a	magnificent	work	in	our	lives,	the	things	of	God,	especially	the	resurrection	
of	the	dead,	will	seem	utterly	foolish.		
	
The	possibility	of	resurrection	seems	crazy	to	the	unregenerate	person.		
	
But,	the	truth	is,	the	gospel	is	grossly	inadequate	without	Jesus’	resurrection.	It	was	
not	enough	for	him	to	only	die	at	Calvary.	Yes,	this	had	to	be	so	in	order	that	our	sin	
might	be	atoned	for	and	God’s	wrath	satisfied,	but	Jesus	had	to	rise	from	the	dead	or	
it	was	all	for	nothing.	He	was	sinless	and	he’s	God.	The	grave	had	no	right	to	hold	
Jesus.	Paul	reminds	us	in	1	Corinthians	15,	“If	Christ	has	not	been	raised	[from	the	
dead],	then	our	preaching	is	in	vain	and	your	faith	is	futile.”	We	might	as	well	all	go	
home	because	we	are	celebrating	fairy	tales	and	folklore.	Do	you	believe	you	are	
here	for	nothing	this	morning?	Do	you	believe	your	faith	is	futile?	Or	that	my	
preaching	is	in	vain?	I	sure	don’t.	Otherwise	I	wouldn’t	be	here.	Now,	it	may	not	be	
good	preaching	;),	but	it	is	not	in	vain	because	Christ	has	in	fact	risen.		
	

																																																								
1	https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-39153121 
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Not	just	in	a	spiritual	sense	either.	Yes,	Jesus	could	have	made	the	claim	that	he	was	
only	going	to	rise	in	a	spiritual	sense,	even	if	his	body	remained	in	the	tomb,	lifeless.	
This	would	have	been	easy	for	him	and	irrefutable	by	skeptics.	How	do	you	refute	
that	someone	has	experienced	a	spiritual	resurrection?	Have	you	ventured	
beyond	the	grave	to	see	what	they	experienced?	You	haven’t.	You	can’t.	But	
instead	Jesus	foretold	of	and	delivered	upon	a	bodily	and	a	visible	resurrection.	To	
put	it	plainly,	He	walked	out	of	the	grave.	You	cannot	find	his	remains	because,	as	
the	angels	testified	to	on	that	glorious	morning,	“He	is	not	here,	for	he	has	risen,	just	
as	he	said.	Come	and	see	the	place	where	he	lay.”	(Mt.	26:8)	
	
And	it	wasn’t	as	if	he	immediately	ascended	into	heaven,	so	that	no	one	could	in	fact	
verify	this	truth.	One	passage	that	I	believe	is	essential	for	us	to	know,	and	we	read	it	
together	earlier	this	morning	is	1	Corinthians	15:3-8.	Paul	writes,	“For	I	delivered	to	
you	as	of	first	importance	what	I	also	received:	that	Christ	died	for	our	sins	in	
accordance	with	the	Scriptures,	(there’s	that	idea	of	Scripture	attesting	to	Jesus’	
resurrection),	and	that	he	appeared	to	Cephas	(Peter),	then	to	the	Twelve.	Then	he	
appeared	to	more	than	five	hundred	brothers	at	one	time,	most	of	whom	are	still	alive	
(as	Paul	writes	1	Corinthians),	though	some	have	fallen	asleep.	Then	he	appeared	to	
James,	then	to	all	the	apostles.	Last	of	all	he	appeared	to	me	also	(on	the	Road	to	
Damascus).	What	did	we	hear?	Who	did	Jesus	appear	to	after	his	resurrection?	
How	many	“eye-witnesses”	does	this	include?	
	

- Peter	and	the	twelve	disciples	(including	Matthias	who	replaced	Judas	
Iscariot)	

- More	than	500	hundred	men	at	one	time	(this	number	likely	wouldn’t	even	
include	women	or	children).	There	are	a	few	hundred	of	us	gathered	here	on	
Sunday	mornings.	If	we	all	claimed	that	someone	stood	up	in	services	
and	began	singing	the	Husker	fight	song,	would	anyone	have	any	reason	
to	doubt	all	of	us?	Five	hundred	people.	

- He	also	appeared	to	James,	his	brother,	one	who	was	opposed	to	Jesus	during	
his	life	before	rising	from	the	dead.	

- All	the	apostles	
- Lastly,	to	Paul	as	an	apostle	untimely	born	(meaning	in	a	unique	way	and	

much	later)	
	
The	evidence	of	Jesus’	resurrection	is	not	lacking	in	support.	All	of	these	men	
testified	to	this	truth.	And	for	the	vast	majority	of	them,	they	did	so	even	though	
they	faced	death	for	it.	Would	you	die	for	a	lie?	Would	you	lay	down	your	life	for	
something	you	knew	wasn’t	true?		
	
Now,	I	didn’t	intend	to	go	much	into	apologetics	this	morning,	that	is,	defending	the	
faith,	but	you	need	to	know	that	Jesus’	resurrection	is	verifiable.	It	is	attested	to,	first	
and	foremost	by	Scripture	and	also	by	many	people.		
	
Chuck	Colson,	a	name	that	will	sound	familiar	to	some	of	you,	served	as	special	
counsel	to	Richard	Nixon	during	his	years	in	office	once	said,	“I	know	the	
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resurrection	is	a	fact,	and	Watergate	proved	it	to	me.	How?	Because	12	men	testified	
they	had	seen	Jesus	raised	from	the	dead,	then	they	proclaimed	that	truth	for	40	years,	
never	once	denying	it.	Every	one	was	beaten,	tortured,	stoned	and	put	in	prison.	They	
would	not	have	endured	that	if	it	weren’t	true.	Watergate	embroiled	12	of	the	most	
powerful	men	in	the	world-and	they	couldn’t	keep	a	lie	for	three	weeks.	You’re	telling	
me	12	apostles	could	keep	a	lie	for	40	years?	Absolutely	impossible.”	
	
Let’s	get	back	to	the	text.	Still,	to	Festus,	Paul	is	talking	crazy.		

Paul’s	Response	
How	does	Paul	respond	though?	Does	he	get	upset	with	Festus	and	use	a	lot	of	
colorful	language	to	describe	him?	Does	he	immediately	get	on	the	message	
boards	and	begin	trolling	Festus?	No,	he	simply,	yet	graciously	tells	Festus	that	he	
is	not	out	of	his	mind	but	that	he	is	speaking	true	and	rational	words.	Notice	here,	
even	in	spite	of	Festus’	hurtful	comments,	Paul	even	refers	to	him	as	“most	excellent	
Festus.”	Yes,	he	remembers	where	he	is	at	and	the	rulers	that	are	present,	but	Paul	
responds	in	a	far	more	level-headed	way	than	Festus.	I	want	to	look	specifically	at	
the	words	Paul	used,	but	I	don’t	want	us	to	miss	Paul’s	tone	and	his	posture	in	his	
response.	What	does	Paul’s	response	have	to	teach	us	today	as	we	engage	in	
the	battle	for	truth?	Paul	exhibits	self-control	and	grace	even	though	Festus	is	
attacking	the	heart	of	the	gospel	and	the	heart	of	Paul’s	own	story.	May	this	be	true	
of	how	we	respond	when	attacked	for	our	faith.	
	

True	and	Rational	(v.	25)	
In	grace,	Paul	reassures	Festus	that	he	is	not	out	of	his	mind	but	is	speaking	true	and	
rational	words.	He	uses	two	words	here:	true	and	rational.		
	
That	word	“true”	is	“aletheia”	in	the	Greek.	This	refers	to	the	quality	of	what	is	being	
said.	It	means	conformity	to	reality	or	actuality.	It	has	the	implication	of	
dependability.	These	words	conform	to	reality.	They	are	dependable.	
	
That	second	word	“rational”	is	“sophrosyne”	in	the	Greek.	And	this	is	actually	the	
only	use	of	that	word	in	the	NT.	It	refers	to	having	good	sense	and	sound	judgment	
as	opposed	to	insanity.		
	
While	many	might	stand	in	a	courtroom	and	intentionally	plead	insanity	for	the	sake	
of	lesser	consequence,	Paul	is	adamant	that	he	is	not	insane.	In	fact,	he	has	never	
seen	so	clearly.	Think	about	who	he	was.	He	was	a	zealous	Pharisee,	honored	
amongst	the	Jews.	He	desired	to	glorify	God,	by	hunting	down	and	killing	Christ-
followers.	And	many	applauded	him	for	it.	But,	he	was	blind	to	the	truth	until	that	
Damascus	Road	conversion.		
	
Now,	he	has	never	been	in	a	clearer	state	of	mind.	He	has	never	spoken	truer	words.	
How	about	for	you?	Is	the	same	true	for	you	after	encountering	Jesus?		
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The	gospel	brings	a	clarity	that	is	unparalleled	by	anything	else	our	world	has	
to	offer.	Friends,	the	gospel	is	not	a	fairy-tale.	It	conforms	to	reality.	In	fact,	it	
dictates	reality.	But,	we	cannot	realize	that	on	our	own.	We	too	need	a	Damascus	
Road	conversion	where	we	have	an	encounter	with	the	Risen	Jesus.	Have	you	met	
him?	Have	you	had	this	encounter?	If	not,	friend	I	would	encourage	you	to	simply	
pray	and	beg	God	to	do	a	work	that	only	he	can.	If	you	have	questions	about	this,	
talk	to	someone;	seek	us	out	as	pastors	and	elders	in	this	church.	We	would	enjoy	
nothing	more	than	talking	to	you	about	these	words	that	are	indeed	true	and	
rational.		
	

Paul	Addresses	Agrippa	(v.	26-27)	
A	good	speaker	never	forgets	his	audience.	Let’s	return	to	the	scene	of	the	trial.	Paul	
has	not	forgotten	his	audience.	He	is	not	primarily	speaking	to	Festus,	but	rather	
King	Agrippa.	Why	does	that	matter?	Look	with	me	at	v.	26.	Agrippa,	being	a	Jew	
in	background,	would	be	familiar	with	all	that	Paul	is	presenting.		
	
What	does	it	mean	that,	“this	has	not	been	done	in	a	corner?”	As	you	might	have	
guessed	on	your	own,	this	was	a	metaphor	for	something	that	was	done	in	secret	or	
in	private-	out	of	the	public	eye.	It	was	an	expression	that	was	sometimes	used	to	
criticize	philosophers	and	sages	that	would	not	help	the	public	with	their	
perspectives	and	thoughts	and	thus	only	shared	ideas	in	a	private	setting.	Paul	is	
saying	that	all	that	he	is	sharing	has	been	very,	very	public.	None	of	it	has	been	done	
in	secret.		
	
I’m	reminded	of	Galatians	in	3:1	where	Paul	wrote,	“it	was	before	your	very	eyes	that	
Jesus	Christ	was	publicly	portrayed	as	crucified.”	Now,	the	region	of	Galatia	was	over	
400	miles	from	Jerusalem.	Paul	doesn’t	mean	that	they	were	at	the	foot	of	the	cross	
witnessing	the	event,	but	rather	that	was	publicly	portrayed,	similar	to	the	idea	of	a	
poster	or	sign	being	hung	up	for	all	to	see.		
	
Paul	knows	Agrippa	is	familiar	with	Jewish	customs	and	beliefs.	He’s	not	insinuating	
that	he	believes	Jesus	is	the	Promised	Messiah,	but	merely	that	he	believed	in	the	OT	
and	the	prophets.	He	knows	that	he	is	familiar	with	the	prophecies	about	the	
Messiah’s	death	and	resurrection.	And	so	he	asks	if	Agrippa	believes	these	things.	
Remember,	this	is	Paul’s	defense	and	so	he	is	acting	as	his	own	lawyer	in	a	sense.	He	
is	trying	to	get	Agrippa	to	admit	that	he	does	in	fact	believe	these	things	and	Agrippa	
is	in	a	hard	spot	we	must	admit.	If	he	confessed	belief	in	these	things,	the	inevitable	
follow	up	will	be,	“then	surely	you	accept	that	Jesus	is	that	Promised	Messiah,	sent	by	
God?”	But	to	deny	belief	in	the	Law	and	Prophets	would	be	unacceptable	for	a	loyal	
Jew,	no	matter	how	well	it	might	go	over	with	Festus	and	the	Romans.	So,	how	does	
Agrippa	respond?		
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Agrippa’s	Response	(v.	28)	
How	does	a	politician	usually	respond	when	asked	hard	questions?	They	
dance!	They	dance	around	the	question.	They	try	diplomatic	Jiu-Jitsu.	
	
We	can’t	miss	Agrippa’s	response	though.	He	says,	“In	a	short	time	you	think	to	make	
me	a	Christian!”	The	response	seems	to	be	somewhat	light-hearted,	maybe	a	bit	
sarcastic.	As	if	he’s	saying,	“That	was	crafty	Paul.	I	see	what	you’re	trying	to	do.	You	
almost	got	me,	but	I’m	not	that	stupid.”	He	refused	to	make	a	decision	about	
Christianity-	about	Jesus.	And	so	he	plays	the	fence.		
	
Friends,	this	is	tragic.	Agrippa	was	so	familiar	with	Jewish	customs,	with	the	Old	
Testament	and	the	prophets-	who	tell	of	Jesus’	coming,	but	he	was	too	afraid	and	too	
prideful	to	admit	that	Jesus	was	Lord	and	Messiah.	He	had	such	a	strong	foundation.	
He	was	around	all	the	right	people.	God	was	bringing	people	into	his	life	like	Paul	
who	presented	the	gospel	clearly,	and	yet	he	would	rather	safeguard	his	reputation,	
his	power,	his	position	and	his	lifestyle.		
	
This	is	far	too	true	for	us	today.	There	are	so	many	that	have	that	strong	foundation	
in	the	faith.	That	have	been	raised	in	believing	homes	or	find	themselves	around	
believers	and	places	where	the	gospel	is	being	presented	and	yet	choose	to	hold	it	at	
arm’s	length	rather	than	embracing	it	and	allowing	it	to	change	everything	about	
who	they	are.	The	sad	reality	is	that	many	will	stiff-arm	the	gospel	until	they’re	
6	feet	under.	And	then	it	will	be	too	late.	
	
The	responses	here	of	Festus	and	Agrippa	are	both	tragic.	They	are	very	different.	
But,	we	must	learn	from	them.	The	gospel	demands	a	decision.	And	if	it’s	not	“yes,”	
then	it’s,	by	default,	“no.”	There	is	no	middle	ground.	There	is	no	playing	the	fence.	
There	is	no	hedging	your	bets.	What	will	you	do	with	Jesus?	Will	you	trust	him	as	
Lord	and	Savior?	Or,	will	you	reject	him?	There	is	no	more	important	question	
we	will	ever	have	to	answer	in	our	entire	lives.		
	

Paul’s	Heart	(v.	29)	
V.	29,	unlike	Agrippa,	Paul	doesn’t	beat	around	the	bush.	Paul’s	aim	is	not	to	deceive	
anyone.	He	isn’t	a	salesman	trying	to	sell	the	gospel	because	Christ	is	not	a	
commodity!	The	gospel	is	not	trade	goods.	He’s	clear	though	that	he	wants	all	people	
who	hear	him	to	become	“as	he	is,”	meaning	to	believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ-	to	
enter	into	a	relationship	with	the	Risen	Lord.	This	was	Paul’s	heart,	that	all	would	
come	to	know	Jesus.	We	see	this	heart	in	much	of	his	writing.		
	
For	instance,	in	Romans	9	Paul	laments	that	not	more	of	his	Jewish	brothers	would	
receive	Christ.	Listen	to	what	he	says	in	Romans	9:3.	“I	have	great	sorrow	and	
unceasing	anguish	in	my	heart.	I	could	wish	myself	accursed	and	cut	off	from	Christ	for	
the	sake	of	my	brothers,	my	kinsmen.”	Did	you	catch	that?	Paul	says	the	unthinkable	
here!	He	wishes	that	he	himself	were	cut	off	from	Jesus	if	it	meant	that	others	might	
be	saved.	He	would	trade	his	own	salvation	that	which	is	beyond	compare	for	the	
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salvation	of	others.	Wow,	that’s	a	gut	punch	to	me	when	I	consider	my	own	
thoughts	and	feelings	toward	those	who	have	yet	to	believe.	
	
Another	passage	is	1	Corinthians	9	where	Paul	writes,	“For	though	I	am	free	from	all,	
I	have	made	myself	a	servant	to	all,	that	I	might	win	more	of	them.	(he	means	win	
them	to	Christ).	20	To	the	Jews	I	became	as	a	Jew,	in	order	to	win	Jews.	To	those	under	
the	law	I	became	as	one	under	the	law	that	I	might	win	those	under	the	law.	21	To	
those	outside	the	law	I	became	as	one	outside	the	law	that	I	might	win	those	outside	
the	law.	22	To	the	weak	I	became	weak,	that	I	might	win	the	weak.	I	have	become	all	
things	to	all	people,	that	by	all	means	I	might	save	some.	23	I	do	it	all	for	the	sake	of	
the	gospel,	that	I	may	share	with	them	in	its	blessings.”	Paul	wants	to	remove	all	
barriers	that	might	hinder	someone	from	coming	to	Christ.	Paul	was	willing	to	go	to	
great	lengths	so	that	more	may	trust	in	Christ.	We	see	that	clearly	here.	He	wants	all	
who	are	listening	to	him,	including	Festus	and	Agrippa,	to	receive	the	gospel…to	put	
their	faith	in	Christ.	And	this	didn’t	start	with	Paul.	This	is	of	course	reflective	of	
God’s	heart.	1	Timothy	2	says	that,	“God	wants	everyone	to	be	saved	and	to	come	to	a	
knowledge	of	the	truth.”		
	
As	we	consider	Paul	though,	do	we	reflect	his	heart	for	the	lost?	Can	we	say	
that	we	desire	all	who	hear	us	speak	to	come	to	trust	in	Christ?	Do	we	feel	this	
way	toward	our	neighbor?	Toward	our	client?	Toward	our	boss?	Toward	our	
family?	Toward	those	in	our	community?	Toward	those	across	the	political	
isle	from	us?	Toward	those	of	a	different	socio-economic	class?	Toward	those	
in	unreached	people	groups	around	the	world?	Friends,	you	get	my	point.	What	
are	we	willing	to	become	in	order	to	win	more	people	to	Christ?	What	barriers	
can	we	help	to	remove	in	order	to	reach	more	people?	What	places	are	we	
willing	to	go?	God	has	a	plan	to	reach	the	nations	with	this	glorious	gospel.	What	
part	will	you	play	in	that	and	will	I	play	in	that?	May	God	increase	the	love	in	our	
hearts	toward	those	who	are	not	yet	in	Christ.	
	

Paul’s	Chains	
In	v.	29,	Paul	mentions	his	chains.	He	of	course	doesn’t	wish	that	any	would	have	to	
be	imprisoned	and	chained	up	for	the	sake	of	the	gospel,	but	he	is	willing	to	be	if	it	
means	more	might	come	to	know	Jesus.	Agrippa	even	declares	Paul’s	innocence	at	
the	end	of	the	chapter.	In	fact,	this	is	the	fifth	time	Paul	is	declared	innocent	in	Acts.	
He	is	guilty	of	no	wrongdoing.	He	could	be	set	free	right	now	if	it	weren’t	for	one	
problem…his	appeal	to	Caesar.	Why	would	Paul	appeal	to	Caesar…especially	if	it	
meant	going	free…getting	on	with	his	life?	While	it	could	be	due	to	multiple	
reasons,	one	thing	is	sure.	Paul	knows	he	is	being	sent	to	Rome	by	the	Lord	Jesus	
himself.		
	
In	Acts	23:11	Jesus	came	and	stood	by	Paul	and	said,	“Take	courage,	for	as	you	have	
testified	to	the	facts	about	me	in	Jerusalem,	so	you	must	testify	also	in	Rome.”	Paul	
knew	that	Lord	had	prepared	a	massive	stage	for	him	and	he	was	going	to	present	
the	gospel	there	before	the	highest	ruler	in	the	most	powerful	place	in	the	world.		
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And	nothing	was	going	to	stop	God	from	accomplishing	this	and	from	Paul	seeing	
this	mission	through.	Even	if	it	meant	staying	in	chains	longer.	Even	if	it	meant	
losing	his	freedom.	Even	if	it	meant	losing	his	very	life.	This	gospel	would	continue	
to	spread	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.		
	
	
Application:	
	
I	see	four	truths	for	us	to	consider	and	act	upon	today	in	light	of	this	being	God’s	
word	to	us.	
	

1. Don’t	be	surprised	when	others	ridicule	aspects	of	your	faith,	namely	
the	resurrection.	Respond	in	grace	and	self-control.	

a. The	resurrection	will	seem	foolish	to	the	unregenerate	person.	We	all	
need	God	to	do	a	mighty	work	in	us	so	that	we	can	see	our	need	for	
the	gospel	and	the	glory	of	the	resurrection.	Even	when	others	mock	
your	belief,	remember	that	it	is	not	our	job	to	change	people’s	minds.	
Only	God	can	do	that.	How	we	respond	though,	that’s	up	to	us.			
	

2. Understand	that	Jesus’	resurrection	is	verifiable	and	testified	to	by	
Scripture	as	well	as	eyewitness	accounts.	Be	prepared	to	share.	

a. The	gospel	is	true	and	rational.	It	needs	no	defense	and	yet	we’re	
given	the	opportunity	to	help	others	see	the	evidence	for	our	faith.	1	
Peter	3:15	tells	us	to,	“always	be	prepared	to	give	an	answer	to	anyone	
who	asks	you	to	give	the	reason	for	the	hope	that	you	have.	But	do	this	
with	gentleness	and	respect.”	Friend,	are	you	prepared	for	this?	If	
not,	how	might	you	be	able	to	get	better	prepared	to	share	in	
gentleness	and	respect?	
	

3. Stop	holding	the	gospel	at	arms	length	but	embrace	it	as	the	precious	
gift	that	it	is!	

a. This	isn’t	for	everyone	in	here.	Many	of	you	have	fully	embraced	the	
gospel	for	the	gift	that	is.	As	mentioned	though,	it	is	entirely	possible	
to	have	a	solid	faith	foundation	laid	in	your	life,	to	hang	around	gospel	
believers,	to	hear	all	the	right	things,	to	say	all	the	right	things	or	even	
quote	all	the	right	passages,	but	to	not	actually	believe	the	gospel.		

b. The	gospel	is	not	complicated.	You	and	I	are	sinners.	God	is	holy	and	
perfect.	We	have	fallen	short	of	keeping	his	law	and	we	desperately	
need	forgiveness	and	reconciliation	to	God.	The	only	way	that	comes	
is	through	Jesus	Christ,	his	death	on	our	behalf	at	Calvary	and	his	
incredible	resurrection	on	the	third	day	thus	setting	us	free	from	our	
sin	and	restoring	us	to	right	relationship	with	God	Almighty.	That	is	
not	too	good	to	be	true.	It	is	not	fairy	tale.	And	all	God	asks	is	that	we	
place	our	faith	in	that	truth.	You	can	pray	right	now	and	confess	to	the	
Lord	that	you	do	in	fact	believe.	And	praise	God	if	that	is	the	case!	He	
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says	that	“if	you	confess	with	your	mouth	that	Jesus	is	Lord	and	believe	
in	your	heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead	you	will	be	saved.”	
(Rom.	10:9)	
	

4. Ask	God	to	increase	your	love	for	the	lost.	Then,	prepare	for	the	mission	
he	might	have	for	you.	

a. It	may	be	a	mission	across	the	street,	or	a	mission	at	your	next	family	
gathering,	or	it	may	be	a	mission	to	the	Bedouin	people	of	the	Arab	
desert.	Regardless,	God	wants	to	use	you	to	reach	the	nations	with	the	
gospel.	This	was	his	plan	all	along.	That	people	from	every	tribe,	every	
tongue	and	every	nation	might	be	brought	into	his	royal	family.	The	
family	of	God	is	a	diverse	family.	All	these	people	brought	near	by	the	
blood	of	Christ.	May	our	heart	reflect	Paul’s	heart.	May	our	actions	
reflect	Paul’s	actions.	May	we	seek	to	become	less,	so	that	we	can	
make	more	of	Jesus.	

	
Let’s	Pray.	


