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Acts 24:22-27 

        As we continue our study of the book of Acts, we catch up with Paul, who 
has been under assault from his Jewish opponents, now sitting in confinement in 
the military housing of Herod in Caesarea, about 50 miles from Jerusalem. He is 
awaiting a trial on the charges laid out by Pastor Zach last week: being the 
leader of an insurrection throughout the Roman empire, leading an illegal 
religious sect of the followers of Jesus of Nazareth, and causing a disturbance in 
the temple complex in Jerusalem. 

        After giving his defense, that he was innocent of all charges as plain as the 
eye could see, Paul was at the mercy of his Roman authorities, in this case, 
Governor Felix. It was clear to Felix (as it was to Claudius Lysias who sent him), 
that this matter was not a crisis in the land, but rather a theological 
disagreement. This was not a case deserving death or imprisonment, but one 
about what it meant to be Jewish, about who authoritatively spoke for the 
Jewish faith, about matters of the Jewish law. 

        So, Felix has under his control, Paul of Tarsus, a Roman citizen who had 
fallen out of favor with his fellow Jewish people. He is keeping him locked up 
as much for his own protection as it was for a supposed crime he had 
committed. What does he do with Paul? That brings us to today’s installment in 
the unfolding drama, Acts 24:22-27. 

        In some ways, the text before us is a lesson in waiting for events to unfold. 
These 6 verses cover a span of over 2 years. But in other ways, this is a lesson in 
speaking truth to power. It gives just the briefest of details of a relationship 
between Paul and Governor Felix. While the details are few, the picture 
presented is clear enough, and has been recorded for us so we can learn from 
them. This is what happens when you speak truth to power: you sit in jail, they 
use their power against you! 



        Follow along as I read Acts 24:22-27. Begin to envision this series of 
conversations between the man of God and the man who held power. READ. 

  

Main point: Speaking truth to power is the right thing to do, but be prepared to 
suffer the consequences. 

In other words, when God puts you in a situation where He wants to use 
you to convey truth in high places, go forward boldly. But you must expect that 
they will not respond with thanks and kindness. They might just let you sit in 
jail, or as in another case eerily familiar, they might just take off your head. 

        As some of you might already be thinking, this reminds us of John the 
Baptist and Herod. John was just this crazy man living in the wilderness…until 
he started speaking truth to Herod. When he started giving his view of the way 
Herod conducted his life, he became expendable. Off with his head! (2 parts)   

I. Power means having people right where you want them. vv. 22-24 

        The picture presented here is that Paul is being treated with respect and 
appropriate dignity. And yet, we see from details in the text that the picture is not 
quite what it seems. Instead of affording dignity and respect, I see this as a power 
move, right from the start. 

        But before we go into detail, I remind you of details that play into this 
situation. I go to the words of Jesus to His disciples, warning them, “But be on 
your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in 
synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, to bear 
witness before them.” (Mark 13:9) I’m sure those words were conveyed to Paul 
and close to his hear. 

        Then, we remember that when Paul had his encounter with Jesus on the road 
to Damascus, something important was declared to him through his Christian 
mentor, Ananias. If you remember, Ananias was quite hesitant to get involved 
with Paul because of Paul’s well-deserved reputation for mistreatment of 
Christians. To reassure Ananias to get involved, God gave him a vision, where 



there is recorded a conversation between Ananias and the Lord. In that 
conversation, Ananias is told, “Go, for he (meaning Paul) is a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” 
(Acts 9:15) So Paul knew from the beginning that it was God’s plan for him to 
preach Jesus before kings. He would be one of those who were delivered over to 
councils, beaten by Jewish authorities, standing before governors and kings with 
the opportunity to testify. 

        Then, we remember that while he was in Ephesus, he was given an urging 
through the Spirit that “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” The Spirit 
was leading Paul, prepping him each step of the way for what was to be ahead. 
Then, even while he was in captivity in Jerusalem, Paul had another nighttime 
encounter with the Lord, who said to him, “Take courage, for as you have testified 
to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” (Acts 
23:11) 

        My point is that Paul knew who he was, where he was and where he was 
headed, and what was his role at each stage. The Lord Himself was sending him 
on a mission to testify about Jesus to governors and kings…all the way to the top 
of the Roman empire. In other words, none of this was happenstance, none of it 
was a setback to God and His plans. All of this was so that Paul could fulfill the 
mission that God had for him. This WAS his role. He knew that as he was sitting 
in a guarded jail in Caesarea, waiting for a determination about the charges against 
him by Governor Felix. 

  

22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, 
saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.” 

  

        After hearing both the accusers and Paul as presented last week by Pastor 
Zach, Felix decided to delay ruling on the case. He wanted more input from 
Claudius Lysias, the top authority in Jerusalem, the one who had sent Paul to 
Felix. It says here that Felix was aware of the Christians, most likely the tensions 



between the Christians and the Jews. He knew what was going on. So, why 
delay? Was he afraid of making a decision? No, this was not the type of leader 
Felix was. He was a tyrant, a “respond quickly, hard, decisively, kill anyone who 
opposes you type of leader.” We know this from historians of the day. Felix was 
a vicious leader. 

        So, why the delay? Well, it could be that he was waiting to hear more from 
Claudius about the tensions in Jerusalem. But then there is this clue at the end 
of our passage. He was waiting for a bribe from Paul. Ahhh, so he knew about 
these Christians…and he knew there were enough of them and that Paul was a 
very high leader meant that they would want him back. They would be 
motivated to shall we say, “grease the skids for his release.” The “accurate 
knowledge of the Way” probably  wasn’t so much a learned understanding but 
enough about them that he could use this situation for his own advantage. “I 
have a valuable asset under my control. I’m going to leverage that asset until it 
benefits me.” 

        So, here in v.22, he declares his intention to “delay” the situation until it 
better serves his purposes. 

  

 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in custody but 
have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented from 
attending to his needs. 

  

        So, on one hand, Felix was granting privileges for his Roman citizen 
prisoner. And yet, when you remember that he was waiting for a bribe, this 
makes better sense. If you are waiting for a bribe from a group of people to get 
their leader out of jail, it makes sense that you grant them continual access to 
that leader, you grant him a level of freedom so that the leader can be kept 
before his people. If you isolate him, then your asset keeps decreasing in value. 
You have to have him being missed so the people will cough up the cash. This is 
making better sense! 



  

 24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he 
sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.  

  

        This is where the story of Paul’s time imprisoned in Caesarea takes a turn. 
During this time of incarceration, God was revealing details in His plan. In this 
case, it was setting up meetings between Paul and Felix and Felix’s wife. It is 
highly likely that Felix was a Gentile, a non-Jew. But Drusilla, his third wife, was 
a Jew, the daughter of king Herod Agrippa I. Can you say, “power couple!” 

        Well, they had an opportunity before them. As a Jewish wife of the 
Roman governor, Drusilla had access to the leader of a group of people causing 
great strife to her Jewish people, someone who claimed to be Jewish but was out 
of favor with the Jews. This guy was under her husband’s authority. Let’s bring 
him in and find out what makes him tick. Certainly, Paul could not cause her 
trouble, he was a prisoner of her husband. What an opportunity to leverage your 
power! 
 

II. When you tell power what they do not want to hear, they make you pay for 
it.  vv. 25-27 

        Again, Paul was being obedient to God. He was doing precisely what God 
had called him to do. But this doesn’t mean it would go well for him. It cost 
him to fulfill God’s plan. It could easily have overwhelmed him and caused him 
to despair. But thankfully, he knew going in that God was with him, and here 
even that his story would not end in Herod’s praetorium in Caesarea. He was 
eventually going to make it to Rome! 

  

25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming 
judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an 
opportunity I will summon you.” 



  

        We receive just the barest of details about the content of their discussions. 
Already in v.24, we learned that Paul spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. So, Paul 
gave them the gospel, Paul broke down his message in terms that both Felix and 
his wife could understand. They heard about eternal life through Jesus. But here, 
we learn a bit more. Paul spoke about righteousness and self-control and the 
coming judgment. Are you getting the picture? 

        Righteousness is that stuff you need to be right before God, as I call it the 
effects or residual of being right, doing things that count as right. Then see that 
it included self-control. That’s interesting! Why self-control? And notice that 
these two are given together, righteousness and self-control. What do you 
suppose this was about? It seems to me that Paul was taking them to task for 
their behavior, reminding them that they needed righteousness to be right before 
God, that their lack of self-control was problematic. They could not just live 
any way they pleased! 

        In other words, if I came to you and I said, “I would like to speak with you 
about self-control.” What would that imply? It means I think you have a 
problem in this area. It doesn’t seem logical that Paul would have been praising 
Felix and Drusilla for their self-control. He was a tyrant, she was his third wife 
and she had at least one husband before him. They were accustomed to getting 
what they wanted, a power couple. If you combine that with talk about 
righteousness, it becomes even clearer. Because of your lack of self-control, you 
are in a righteousness bind. There is nothing you can do to get rid of the stain 
caused by your lack of self-control. You have no righteousness and plenty of 
unrighteousness. You are lost, hopelessly lost. You need a Savior! In other 
words, Paul spoke truth to power. 

        Then it becomes even clearer. He spoke to them about “the coming 
judgment.” Again, do you think Paul was praising them for their correct view of 
the end times? Of course not. He was warning them that at the end of the road 
for them was judgment, and because of their lack of self-control, because of 
their lack of righteousness and abundance of unrighteousness, they were going 
to be in trouble. But there was hope for Felix and Drusilla, faith in Jesus Christ. 



He came to solve their problem. Can you see how this conversation likely went? 
If this was a room full of our Lutheran friends, I would say, “Paul preached to 
them Law and gospel!” 

  

 26 At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul. So he 
sent for him often and conversed with him. 

  

        And as we see here, this wasn’t a singular conversation. They had a series 
of conversations, a dialogue about such issues. Paul explaining, warning, 
offering. Felix delaying, seeking bribes, hoping to take personal advantage of the 
situation. Notice this tells us that Felix was not responding positively to the 
conversation. He was not offering to set Paul free, inviting him to enjoy the 
perks of living as a free Roman citizen under the care of someone who has 
benefited from him. No, he let him sit in jail, bringing him in again and again, 
hoping this time Paul would come up with bribe money. In other words, Felix’s 
heart was hard. The good news was not good news for him. He was not 
responding by paying back double for wrongs committed, he was holding out 
his hand for even more. “Give me money and I will set you free.” 

  

 27 When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And 
desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. 

  

        Are you catching this? Two years! We thought it was a long time in the 
last passage when Felix made him wait 5 days for the accusers to show up. Now 
the 5 days has turned into 2 years and still no ruling. In fact, when Felix was 
finally removed from his post by Nero, Paul was still in jail awaiting a ruling. In 
fact, Felix’s concern had shifted from Paul’s safety and rights as a Roman citizen 
to currying favor with the local Jews. As a favor to the Jews, Felix left Paul in 
jail. (It could easily have been primarily a favor to his Jewish wife!) So, we leave 



the situation with Paul having been handed off from the Jews in the temple to 
Claudius the local Roman ruler, then from Claudius to Felix the regional ruling 
Roman governor, and now from Felix to Festus, his replacement. Oh, what will 
we do with the rabblerousing troublemaker with rights! And just so you know, 
we are not done yet by any means! 

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will prepare to be God’s witnesses wherever He sends us. 

  

        2) We will prepare to speak truth in such situations, even to power, things 
like righteousness, self-control, and judgment, even if it puts us at risk. 

  

        3) We will prepare to endure suffering as a result. 

  

        4) We will remember that God has laid out such situations for us and will 
carry us through, joining us in our suffering. 

 


