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Various texts 

        This Christmas season, we have been tracing the concept of the Messiah 
from the very beginning, from the Garden of Eden, through all of the Old 
Testament. It has been a whirlwind trip. But along the way, we have seen that 
God has from the beginning planned to send a Savior, a Messiah, a Seed, a King 
of kings, a substitute sacrifice, to save His people.  All of these concepts (and 
many more) have been woven into the fabric of the Old Testament, from 
Genesis through the narratives of Moses, through David and the lineage of the 
kings, through the Psalms, through the prophets. Indeed, as many of you know 
who have studied the Psalms with me, I believe many of the psalms were 
dedicated to the Messiah, “to the Victor,” that strange term at the beginning of 
many psalms usually translated as “choir director” or “director of music.” In 
actuality, the term is cryptic and unknown, but probably is referring to the 
Messiah rather than some unknown director of music. 

        Indeed, it would be a worthwhile study to note the references to the 
Messiah through each and every book of the Old Testament. Believe me, the 
references are there. Here is a book of 39 distinct books, written by perhaps two 
dozen authors, over the course of 1,500 years, yet written from one voice 
concerning the need for and promise of a Messiah who would come to set His 
people free from their bondage. It’s all there, woven throughout the Old 
Testament. 

        Well, tonight we celebrate the fulfillment, the event to which all of this 
points, the precise point in time when God sent His Son, His Seed, His King, 
His Savior, His Sacrifice, His Anointed One, His Branch of Jesse, His son of a 
virgin, His Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace, etc! into the world to provide the way of salvation for sinful man. 
Tonight we celebrate the coming of the Messiah. Truly it was a magnificent, 
celestial event. Truly, it happened in a way that most of the people on earth 
missed, but a few seemingly random characters got to see up close and personal: 



shepherds, magi, angels, animals, and one specific family: that of Joseph of 
Nazareth, son of the son of the son of David. These characters got to 
participate in an event so special it had been predicted thousands of years before, 
an event so special we are celebrating it thousands of years later. Truly, it is not 
a stretch to say that it will be celebrated for all of eternity! 

        I’d love to take the time to examine all of the relative texts which tell of the 
birth of Jesus, but that would take way too long. Instead, I’m going to focus on 
two. The purpose of choosing these two is to show how the New Testament 
writers had all of these Old Testament concepts in their minds when they wrote 
the book. The characters in the story may have had a somewhat limited 
understanding of all that prophecy, but the writers, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, had all of them in their minds, and then assume that we know them 
as well. In other words, they call Jesus the Messiah, or the Christ, they call Him 
the Son of David, they tell us He was born in Bethlehem even though His 
family came from Nazareth, they point to Him and say, “Behold the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world!” The chief priests and scribes all 
knew the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, as they related to Herod. They 
knew the relevant texts. And the writers of the gospel stories just give us the 
facts in story form. Why did they not explain it all? They assumed that we as 
students of Scripture knew and understood all of these relevant texts. 

        Main Point: The story of the birth of Jesus is told to highlight how it 
fulfills the promises of Scripture. 

  

         These are not just stories told because this is the way it happened. They 
are not told just because they make cute stories for kids to remember. No, they 
are told with an emphasis on the fulfillment of prophecy. In fact, they assume 
that we know the prophecy. I trust you will see that as we work our way 
through the text. 

        So tonight, I’d like to focus on two texts from Luke’s gospel. We could, 
and perhaps should do the same thing with Matthew. But I have chosen two 



specific texts from Luke’s account. 
 

I.  Mary was giving birth to the long promised Messianic King. Luke 1:26-38. 

The first text is the angel’s announcement to Mary that she was going to 
have a baby. As we read the text, notice how many details there are, details 
where we know more than she knew. We can see the big picture. We have the 
benefit of hindsight. We’ve been studying the Old Testament prophecies that 
tie into what is written here. READ Luke 1:26-38.   

  

v.26- In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth,  27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.  28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”  29 But 
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be.  30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God.  31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David,  33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34 And Mary said to the angel, 
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  35 And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God.  36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  37 For nothing 
will be impossible with God.”  38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from 
her. 

  



Now let’s simply walk our way through the text again, pausing to notice 
obvious references to the prophecy from the Hebrew Scriptures. 

  

v.26- In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth (Galilee of the Gentiles: Isaiah 9:1),  27 to a virgin 
(Isaiah 7:14, with shades of Genesis 3) betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David (2 Samuel 7). And the virgin’s name was 
Mary.  28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!”  29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be.  30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son (Genesis 3), and you shall call his name 
Jesus (Yahweh saves, Joshua, throughout the Psalms like 106:47).  32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High (Son of God clearly Psalm 
2, but specifically Most High all the way from Melchizedek in Genesis 14, 21 
times in Psalms, bunch of times in Daniel). And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David (2 Samuel 7),  33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever (Genesis 49:10), and of his kingdom there will be no end 
(2 Samuel 7).”  34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin? (Isaiah 7:14)”  35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy (Psalm 16)—the Son of God 
(Psalm 2).  36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son (Isaiah 40), and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren (several godly women throughout the OT).  37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.”  38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

  

        Are you getting the picture? The angel’s message to Mary is filled with 
concepts, references to the Hebrew Scriptures, showing that what was taking 
place with her was no accident, no coincidence, but instead the fulfillment of a 
plan from before time, foretold through many voices throughout history. The 



plan was coming to pass, right now, here, in your midst. This event was the 
center of all human history. And Mary was chosen by God to have a lead role 
and front row seat! She was the virgin of Isaiah 7! 

  
 

II.  With the birth of Jesus, Yahweh’s long promised salvation could be held in 
your arms. Luke 2:25-32 

        It had been promised, it had been long promised, it had been promised 
since man’s creation. And now it came. The event to which all of Scripture 
pointed took place that night in Bethlehem of Judea: God’s salvation had 
arrived. 

        We pick up the text in Luke 2:25-32. The setting is after Jesus had been 
born, when His parents brought Him to the temple in Jerusalem to fulfill the 
rituals of the Law of Moses. While there, two Spirit-filled characters show up 
on the scene: Simeon and Anna. Tonight we focus on Simeon. And of most 
importance to me for this occasion are the words he spoke which might seem 
just to be words of blessing and joy, but in actuality reflect all that we have been 
trying to show these past weeks: that the coming of Jesus represented the 
fulfillment of the long promised sending of salvation for God’s people. Simeon, 
perhaps more than any other character in the whole story, understood the 
importance of the birth of Jesus. He knew and understood the promises. He was 
waiting for this exact moment. Here he tells us that the high point of his life 
was what he was blessed to do in taking the baby Jesus in his arms. Salvation 
had finally come. 

  

2:25- Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  27 And 
he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 



Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law,  28 he took him up in 
his arms and blessed God and said,  29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, according to your word;  30 for my eyes have seen your 
salvation  31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32 a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  

Isn’t that beautiful! Simeon here affirms through previous prompting of 
the Holy Spirit that these two parents bringing their baby boy into the temple 
to dedicate Him to the Lord was not just another in a long line of such parents 
doing the exact same thing, but was indeed the totally unique event at the 
precise center of all of human history. The Savior had been born, the Messiah 
had been sent, Immanuel (God with us) had come, the Son of the woman, the 
Son of God, the Son of Man, the Son of David, the priest like Melchizedek, the 
prophet like Moses, the King like David had been born. Oh yes, He may have 
looked like any other Jewish baby boy, but this One was different! 

Once more, notice how many references in the text are not just the words 
of Simeon, not just the prompting of the Holy Spirit, but are actually the 
recording of the fulfillment of the promises spread throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Let’s walk our way through this text again. 

  

2:25- Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, (Isaiah 
40- “Comfort, Comfort My people”) and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him.  26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. (Psalm 2)  27 And he came in 
the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him according to the custom of the Law,  28 he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said,  29 “Lord, now (today is finally THE day promised 
in places like Jeremiah 33 and Malachi 4 and all the other prophets who 
foretold “the Day of the Lord”), you are letting your servant depart in peace 
(promise of peace in places such as Psalm 29:11 and 122:6-8, the Messiah 



would bring peace), according to your word ( a specific promise to Simeon, but 
based on all of the hundreds of promises throughout time, from Genesis 3 to 
Malachi 4);  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation (let’s see, there are over 60 
references to salvation in the Psalms and 30 in Isaiah! The Messiah would bring 
salvation. Jesus: Yahweh saves)  31 that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples (Yahweh promised Abraham that all nations would be blessed through 
him in Genesis 12),  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles (Isaiah 42:6 and 
49:6), and for glory to your people Israel (texts like Psalm 29).” 

  

        Are you getting the picture? These words of Simeon are not just good, 
holy sounding words, but the articulation of promises made throughout history, 
coming to pass before him, recorded so we might know that this was all part of 
the plan of God. It didn’t just happen, it happened just as God planned it would 
happen. 

        I often think in terms of the world celebrating Christmas, embracing it, 
imperfectly to be sure, but the world celebrates Christmas. Opposite this is 
Easter, which is highly divisive and offensive to so many. You can celebrate 
Christmas without reproach, but Easter!!!! I’ve always felt the world was 
embracing the easy truth and rejecting the hard truth. I still feel that way. But 
I’ve come to appreciate the fact that the world embracing Christmas is indeed a 
very good thing. The birth of Jesus IS an event worth celebrating in and of 
itself. The angels celebrated the birth of Jesus! 

The fact that the Messiah had come was in and of itself worth celebrating. 
It is still worth celebrating. It is worth making a big deal over. It is fitting to 
celebrate with worship together with other believers to be sure. But it is also 
fitting to celebrate with the giving of gifts, the putting up of decorations 
intended to bring joy, the gathering of families, the eating of lots and lots of 
food, the watching of way too many Christmas specials and Hallmark movies. 
The coming of the Messiah deserves over the top celebration! 

  



And so, on this Christmas eve, let us celebrate with abandon the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to save His people by sending His One and only 
Son, His Christ (Messiah), His King, His High Priest, His prophet like Moses, 
His lamb, His Savior, His son of the woman, His Son of Man, His man of 
sorrows, His Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. He is all of those things and so much more. Truly, His coming is worth 
celebrating! Amen? 

 


