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Acts 1:6-11 and various texts 

        As most of you know, for this Christmas season we have been looking at 
the concept of the Messiah as developed and presented in the Old Testament 
and presented as fulfilled in the New Testament. This morning, we complete 
the cycle by looking with that same sense of developing and presenting the 
concept of the second coming of Christ. 

        Once more, through hindsight we know more than many of those who 
wrote the various texts, particularly the Old Testament authors. I am confident 
that they perceived the Messiah to come only once. What we read with a fuller 
understanding, they read with understandable confusion. In fact, I am convinced 
that their messed up understanding of the purpose for the first coming of the 
Messiah led many to not recognize Him when He came. 

The Scriptures paint a clear enough picture, but it is a complex picture 
that could easily confuse. If you heard that the Son of David was coming to 
establish His Kingdom, and reign on His Father David’s throne forever, you 
would have thought as they thought. We, on the other hand, have the benefit of 
hindsight. We know the Messiah came the first time to establish the Kingdom 
of God and die as an atoning sacrifice for sin. We know that He rose again and 
ascended into heaven. We know that as He was ascending, angels were declaring 
that He would return at a future time. We know that this future coming will be 
very different from His first coming. There will be no birth in a stable, no need 
to die for sin, that mission was finished. Instead, He will come to defeat in 
climactic fashion the satan and his forces. 

        We know that He will serve as judge of the living and the dead, resulting 
in two possible outcomes: eternity with Him or eternity apart from Him. There 
is no other alternative. We know He will gather and unite for eternity His 
redeemed people, setting up a kingdom without sin, without pain, with Jesus on 
the throne at the center. 



        It is this second coming that is our focus this morning. Just as many were 
confused by the complex picture painted resulting in not being ready for the 
Messiah’s first coming, it is my goal this morning to distill the complex picture 
of the Messiah’s second coming lest any gathered here be not ready. And in this 
case, the text of Scripture warns us of the consequences of not being ready for 
His return. It will be disastrous. There will be NO grace period for those who 
are not ready. They will be left out. 

        So you know, the problem I see with the texts concerning the second 
coming (as is also true concerning His first coming), there is no one place where 
these concepts are all laid out thematically or sequentially. It leaves us having to 
piece things together from various places. So bear with me as I attempt to do so. 

I would like to begin with the designated text for this morning, Acts 1:6-
11. READ 

  

Main point: Jesus, the Messiah, will someday (soon?) return to fulfill all that has 
been written about Him.   

  

Yes, the Scriptures are clear. The role of the Messiah is not completed. 
He has completely fulfilled the mission for His first coming, but there remains 
more on His agenda. Know with the same certainty that the items remaining will 
be fulfilled without fail, just as has been told. The problem for us is that we are 
living in between the two advents of the Messiah…and the second coming will 
be sudden and defining. We live under an unknown yet sure deadline with work 
on our plate to be completed before He returns. It has always been God’s 
intention that His people live with the knowledge that the Messiah’s second 
coming could be today. This has consequences for the way we ought to live. 

 
 

  



I. The Promise: the Messiah will return. Acts 1:6-11 

        In fact, as we see here, the angels seem puzzled that those gathered that day 
did not have that concept imprinted on their brains. They should have known 
there was to be two advents of the Messiah. It has been clear all along. For those 
of you who are diligent students, some of this is being drawn from our ongoing 
study of Acts. 

  

        v.6- So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

  

After all the teaching they had received from Jesus, their question shows that 
they were still confused about the mission of the Messiah. They thought as did 
so many generations that the coming of the Messiah would instantly mean that 
Israel would regain world prominence and power. They took seriously what we 
studied two weeks ago from 2 Samuel 7. But notice the word, “restore.” In other 
words, that was their comparison, they HOPED to get back to the level of 
prominence experienced under King David. Can you see how far this is from the 
vision that Jesus had for the Kingdom of the Son of David? They were thinking 
in terms of a piece of land in the Middle East, bordered by an enemy to the north, 
an enemy to the southwest, and a wilderness to the east and south. They simply 
wanted protection from the neighbors, and a kicking out of the Roman 
authorities. Oh, if only they could return to that! 

But now, Jesus was leaving. Their hope, their understanding was that this 
would all happen with the coming of the Messiah. The Messiah would rule as 
David once ruled. It didn’t happen when Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
as they anticipated. The King was crucified less than a week later. Above His head 
was a sign that said, “King of the Jews!” But to the disciples gathered that day, it 
must mean that it would happen today, after His resurrection. In other words, 
they just didn’t get it. They still did not understand what had taken place. They 
still did not see the grander scope of God’s vision. They were thinking small 



thoughts, simply a going back to better days. Even though they knew the gospel, 
even though they had been taught well about the nature of the Kingdom of God, 
still they were clueless. They thought the coming of Jesus was meant to bring 
peace with Israel’s neighbors. Notice how Jesus again patiently answers them. 

  

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

  

        How and when that small detail of what happens to Israel was not to be of 
their concern. That information was simply a detail on a “need to know” basis. 
Instead, their focus should be on a bigger picture. For them, the next major 
event was the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. That is what they needed to know 
for their immediate future. 

        And then notice the scope. They are going to be sent out as witnesses: in 
Jerusalem (where they were), in all of Judea (the boundaries of their country), 
and Samaria (the “foreign” land within their borders where they usually walk 
around), to the ends of the earth (they have no context). In other words, their 
mission would take them to the whole world. Can you see how this totally 
changes the picture? They were thinking “this” big. God was going to do 
something “Yuge!” Notice it not a wish, or a desire, but a future fact, this 
WILL happen. The size of this mission, the size of this Kingdom was to be 
worldwide. 

        Remember, we are still operating under this mission description. We are 
still under this same Great Commission. We too have a mission to here, nearby, 
the place we avoid and the remotest parts of the earth. To some, it is offensive 
that we think the world needs to know Christ. But the text is clear, the world 
needs to hear our message, embrace our Lord, and God will see that it takes 
place. The only question is whether we will be willing to be a part, or whether 



He will have to turn to others. Can you see how our mission is intertwined with 
the Messiah’s mission? We have some work to do before He returns! 

  

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

  

There it is, He was gone. They saw Him go, straight up, out of sight. Jesus left 
the scene by ascension. There was now a barrier between Him and them. They 
were left staring into space with mouths wide open. 

10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood 
by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  

There it is: the Messiah is returning. There will be a second coming of the 
Messiah. We can be sure of this. We can count on this. We must take this return 
of the Christ into consideration in the way that we live. This next time He will 
come down from the clouds instead being born as a baby. As we will see in a few 
minutes, He will be coming with a host with Him when He appears in the clouds. 
And then there will be others who are caught up with Him in the clouds, joining 
this heavenly host. 

Isn’t it interesting that just as has been true at other times concerning events 
with the Messiah, God sends angels to instruct clueless people on the scene. Just 
as we saw with Mary, with Joseph, with the shepherds, at the scene of the empty 
tomb, God knew these earliest witnesses would need divine help. So God sent two 
witnesses to speak for Him, to clear up confusion. 

    Notice there is an assumption that they ought to know what was happening. 
They were in clueless awe, but to the angels, this was simply another scene from 



the predicted and unfolding drama. They are told, “Stop staring and start the 
work he gave you to do.” That’s the sense I see. The clock is now ticking, the task 
is huge, and the mission is crucial. It is now time to get going. He’s coming back 
in the same way you just saw Him leave. The King will return! 

  

 
 

  

II. The purpose of His return. Various texts. 

        Hang with me as I simply read and offer a few comments on a bunch of 
texts, collected to show the purpose of the return of the King. I’ve got 8 
purposes that have come to my mind. 

  

1)  He is coming to judge. 

        Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.  22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 
me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

        Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found 
for them.  12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to 
what they had done.  13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death 
and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one 
of them, according to what they had done.  14 Then Death and Hades were 



thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if 
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire. 

  

2)  He is coming to rule 

I Corinthians 15:21-26 For as by a man came death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.  23 But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  24 Then 
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power.  25 For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. 

  

Revelation 20:4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to 
whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of 
God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

  

3)  He is coming to gather His people 

        I Thess. 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, 
about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope.  14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  15 For this we 
declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 
the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For 
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 



voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

  

4)  He is coming to wage war and destroy the enemy 

        Revelation 19:19-20:3 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with 
their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and 
against his army.  20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet 
who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.  21 And the rest 
were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on 
the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.  20:1 Then I saw an 
angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless 
pit and a great chain.  2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into 
the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be 
released for a little while. 

 Revelation 20:10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the 
lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will 
be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

  

5)  He is coming to recreate what has been ruined 

        Revelation 21:1-2 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  2 And I 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 



  

6)  He is coming to permanently dwell among His people 

Revelation 21:3-4 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” 

  

7)  He is coming to show His glory 

        Luke 21:25-28 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on 
the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and 
the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming 
on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  27 And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  28 Now 
when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 

        Colossians 3:3-4 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.  4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 
him in glory. 

        I Peter 4:12-13 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 
comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you.  13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

        Revelation 21:22-27 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.  23 And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb.  24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be 



no night there.  26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations.  27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

  

8)  He is coming to receive the honor due Him 

        Philippians 2:5-11 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.  9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

        Revelation 5:6-14 And between the throne and the four living creatures 
and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with 
seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth.  7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him 
who was seated on the throne.  8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and 
you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.”  11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads 
and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing!”  13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who 
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 



forever and ever!”  14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders 
fell down and worshiped. 

  

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  

        1) We will be ready ourselves. 

  

        2) We will help others to be ready. 

  

        3) We will honor now Jesus, the Messiah who sits on His throne, reigning 
as King. 

 


