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Text: Genesis 3  

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You 

shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 

neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 

a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 

she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 

themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 

garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 
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you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you 

that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 

you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with 

me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to 

the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 

serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above 

all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 

the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely 

multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” 

17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 

wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not 

eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all 

the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and 

you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall 

eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you 
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are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20 The man called his wife's name 

Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the Lord God made 

for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22 Then the 

Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 

good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of 

life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from 

the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He 

drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 

cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to 

the tree of life. 

 

Sermon Body: The story of Adam and Eve in the garden with tree and the 

snake is a common one to many of us.  We know that God told Adam and 

Eve to not eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the 

snake tricked Eve into eating of the fruit (more specifically, and actually 

unbiblical, the apple), Eve gave some to Adam, they suddenly knew they 

were naked, and got kicked out of the garden.  Mankind’s first sin, the end, 

right?  Wrong.  It’s not that any of that is untrue, but the story of mankind’s 

fall into sin does not end there!  From the very beginning of our Fall God 

had a plan of redemption, and it was one that would be specifically fulfilled 
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through the person and work of His Son Jesus.  Did you guys see Jesus in 

this passage?  Did you see the specific reference to the suffering Son of 

Man, the One who would right the wrong of all humanity?  Did you see the 

virgin birth?  It’s all here, plain as day.  Now a good many of you know 

where I’m going with this, but I still hope that you will glory in God’s great 

promises with me this morning.   

 I have three points for you this morning, and they follow the three 

main parts of this chapter.    

 So, to the first part, the Fall.  There are three things I want to point out 

to you about the nature of our Fall into sin this morning.   

-The first point: Satan turned humanity on its head through Eve.  Notice 

who the serpent addresses in this passage.  Eve.  Look with me at verses 

1-3, “He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 

tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of 

the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 

fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 

lest you die.’”  Satan crafted a very specifically worded question to get the 

exact answer he wanted.  He played dumb to the innocent Eve, and asked 

a vague question about being forbidden to eat of the trees of the garden.  

He is testing Eve’s knowledge about God’s command that He gave to 
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Adam in Genesis chapter 2.  Let’s compare what God commanded Adam 

in chapter 2 and what Eve related to Satan in Chapter 3.  Genesis 2:15-17 

says, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 

work it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You 

may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

surely die.”  And now Genesis 3:2-3, “And the woman said to the serpent, 

“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall 

not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 

you touch it, lest you die.’”  Do you see the small, seemingly innocent 

addition made here by Eve?  “Neither shall you touch it.”  God didn’t say 

that!  So why did Eve say that to the serpent.  Did she simply have a 

tendency toward embellishment?  No, I don’t think so.  What I believe this 

reveals about Eve is who she got her information from.  When God first 

issued this command, Eve was not around yet; so it would have been up to 

Adam to relay this information to Eve as the first person in all creation.  So 

what Eve is repeating here is Adam’s version of God’s command, and 

Adam made a small addition, “neither shall you touch it.”  He didn’t want 

Eve to even get near, much less eat of it.  So why is this so significant?  

Satan is intentionally exploiting Eve’s weakness, which is her innocent 



6 
 

ignorance on the part of not being present at the institution of these 

commands.  He is also exploiting the chain of command between God, 

Adam, and Eve.  Up to this point Eve had to get all her knowledge from 

Adam, now, through the serpent, she has the opportunity to get inside 

information for herself.  And this is what Satan provides in two succinct 

sentences.  Look with me at what he says in verses 4-5, “But the serpent 

said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you 

eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.”  Satan is saying, no, you don’t understand, not only will you not 

die (just a flat out lie, but Eve is too ignorant and confused at this point to 

refute it), but you will have knowledge that God has and has kept from you.  

As God revealed things to Adam firsthand, now Satan is “revealing” things 

to Eve firsthand.  The key difference between the two is that the Former 

intended it for Adam’s good, while the latter intended for Eve’s destruction, 

but Eve, being at this time innocent and not knowing the difference 

between good and evil, simply buys the lie that this tree will make her wise.  

She no longer has to depend on Adam for knowledge, she can stand on 

her own two feet, being self-sufficient and like God in her own way, just like 

Adam was at the beginning.  Satan challenged her knowledge, and when it 
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was found to be true but secondhand, he provided a way for her to get her 

own firsthand.  And the result of this?  Enmity.  Redemptive enmity.   

-Second point:  Son of Eve crushes the Snake’s head.  Directly following 

the Fall of mankind, God shows up on the scene and calls all responsible 

forward.  He first calls forth Adam, as the head of creation, and then He 

calls forth Eve.  Once the culprit behind the deception is identified, God 

issues three curses, starting with the snake.  Is everybody following with 

me?  The first curse, is in Genesis 3:14-15, it reads, “The Lord God said to 

the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 

livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and 

dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 

your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  At first glance this two-fold curse 

seems odd.  We all know from Sunday school that the snake is really 

Satan, so why did God start out His curse for Him by talking to him as if he 

really were just a snake?  I don’t know all of God’s reasons for doing this, 

but it does seems apparent that while He can no longer protect humanity 

from the knowledge of evil, He can at least delay their full understanding of 

their enemy dressed in animal clothing.  It is not that God wanted to keep 

them ignorant for their harm, but rather to keep them from the downfall He 
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saw coming in Genesis 6, when the sons of man became so openly corrupt 

that He had to wipe them out in the flood.  The second part of the snake’s 

curse is a bit more straightforward, and yet at the same time it is so 

profound that it can be really easy to miss.  “I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 

bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  Notice how God does not 

say that He will put enmity between the snake and the man.  God will put 

enmity between the snake and the woman.  Between the snake’s offspring, 

literally translated as “seed,” and the woman’s offspring, also “seed.”  

Wouldn’t it make more sense to put enmity between the snake and the 

man, being that family lines and genealogies in the Bible are traced through 

the men?  And besides this fact, how could God do this through just the 

woman’s offspring?  Last I checked it took a man and a woman to 

reproduce (no matter what our culture says about gender).  So what in the 

world is God talking about?  First of all, God is saying that He is going to 

finish this where it started.  Satan attacked humanity through the woman, 

and God will attack Satan through the woman.  God is going to bring the 

Fall full circle with His plan of redemption.  Ok, that’s cool and all, but how 

will He accomplish this.  This is where Christ comes in.  It has always been 

the plan that God would step into the story of mankind through the 
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incarnation of the second person of the Trinity, Jesus.  The virgin birth has 

been God’s plan from the beginning of the Fall (and one can argue long 

before that).  God knew that only He could redeem humanity, and He would 

do this through the seed of the woman.  Jesus Christ, fully God and fully 

man, the God man.  We have answered how God will defeat Satan through 

the seed of the woman, but how will He defeat Satan himself.  The text 

says, “ he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  How do 

you kill a snake?  You crush its head.  So Jesus, the incarnate God man, 

will crush, or bruise Satan’s head, but it does not come without a cost.  The 

text also says that the snake will bruise his heel.  This sounds like there will 

be a mutual wounding between these enemies, and while on the one hand 

that is true, on the other hand it is not.  Satan, in his perverse nature, could 

not have imagined that God would crush him by being wounded.  The text 

ultimately would read, “He shall bruise your head by you bruising his heel,” 

but this is a level of sacrificial love that Satan cannot understand.  Do you 

guys see how radical this is?  From the very beginning of the Bible the 

virgin birth and the suffering of Christ were plan for how God would make 

things right between Himself and mankind.  What a good God we have!!  

He has never left us without hope, He has never abandoned us in our sin.  

He immediately took action after the Fall, He immediately prophesied the 
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way of redemption, and it came directly from His mouth.  Our God is a 

redemptive God.  He is not passive.  He is not aloof.  He is present, He is 

working, and He has defeated the power of Satan through the work of His 

Son’s sacrifice on the cross and His rise from the dead.  The only character 

in this text that is undefeated is God. 

Following God’s two-fold curse on the serpent Satan, God issues 

consequences to the man and woman.  For the woman, firstly, He would 

increase pain in childbirth, and secondly, while God would not cause 

enmity between the man and woman, God makes it clear that there would 

be enmity between them, but the man would rule over the woman.  This 

has been evident throughout history, not as a way of affirming how God 

intended for humanity to operate, but as a way of affirming our fallen 

nature.  Now it is also evident from the text that God set Adam as the 

leader of all creation, both from Genesis 2 and the first part of 3, but enmity 

was never the plan.  The consequence for the man would be that the earth 

itself would be cursed, and not just that, but back to the earth itself Adam 

would be sent. The curse of Adam, to bring forth crops with pain and toil 

and to return back to the dust he was taken from, brings us to the last part 

of the narrative.  God removes mankind from the garden, not just to punish 

them, but to prevent them from eating from the tree of life.  This is really a 
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mercy more than it is a punishment.  If mankind was permitted to eat of the 

tree of life after the Fall, they would be eternally stuck in their sin, in a state 

exactly like that of Satan, that fallen angelic being.  Even though death is 

the ultimate punishment for mankind, it is also the way for us to receive 

God’s ultimate mercy.  Death would be defeated, but it would be through 

death that God defeated death.  It would be through the woman who was 

deceived that God would defeat Satan.  It would be through suffering that 

God would crush His enemy.  God does not go around problems, He goes 

through them.  God does not avoid hard situations, He uses them for His 

glory.  So, in light of these things, in light of our God of redemption, how 

should our lives be different? 

1. We will live our lives aware that Satan is real, that he is crafty, and 

that he knows our weaknesses better than we do. 

2. We will live knowing that even in our darkest of moments God is there 

and is ready to redeem. 

3. We will trust that God even now is working everything together for 

good in the world and in our lives. 

  


