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        In some ways, it’s been a rough week for me. If you remember back to last 
week, we were in Acts 20, with Paul reminding the Ephesian elders how painful 
was his ministry among them. It was a painful defense of pastoral ministry. 
Then after church, Joan and I went to Kearney to take part in a retreat for 
pastors and their wives. It was great, but what do you suppose was the topic of 
the retreat? The painful aspect of pastoral ministry. The refrain of the speaker 
was, “Pastors go first.” And then I got back and dealt with whatever came my 
way. Finally, I thought, a reprieve, an opportunity to prepare and preach my 
weekly message. 

        And what do you suppose is the subject matter of today’s message? You 
can tell by the title: Prepped for the Worst. Paul is on his way to Jerusalem, 
where he has already been warned by the Holy Spirit that imprisonment and 
affliction await him. And here we read that seemingly on every stop along the 
way are people warning Paul of the bad things that await him in Jerusalem. 
With one voice they plead with him not to go. Can you see why this brings even 
more weight? Not only is ministry hard, painful, but it might just get worse, 
really, REALLY bad! 

        In fact, as I read this text, I want to see if you will notice what seems to be 
clear to me. There is a parallel to what we read here, and I’m convinced the 
parallel is intentional. Follow along as I read Acts 21:1-16. READ. 

        Can you see what I see? Paul is taking the same path toward Jerusalem that 
Jesus took, with the same prospects awaiting him, with the same counsel to turn 
back. I think there is a lesson here. 

 

Main point: Followers of Jesus must be prepared to receive what He received. 



  

        When you walk in the footsteps of your Savior, you must be prepared to 
suffer as He suffered. This is the life to which He has called you. This is the life 
that Paul lived. Isn’t this good news? Isn’t this just the happiest news you’ve 
heard in a long while? Can you see why I don’t want to preach this? Too often, 
we have the expectation that following after Jesus will IMPROVE our lives, 
bring blessing, keep away evil. And it does all of these things. But it also has the 
potential to lead to hardship, affliction, scorn and the rest. I think this is what 
Peter had in mind when he penned these words in I Peter 4:12-13, “Beloved, do 
not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is 
revealed.” In other words, I am not taking this passage in Acts out of context. 
Jesus told us this is what we ought to expect, “If the world hates you, know that 
it has hated me before it hated you.” (John 15:18) (2 parts)   

 

I. We all share in each other’s heartache.  vv. 1-6 

        What strikes me about this text is at the end, the scene of Paul and his travel 
party, and all the disciples in Tyre, along with their wives and children, kneeling 
and praying as Paul departed for this destination of potential doom in Jerusalem. 
Once more, it is a sobering, somber, yet beautiful scene. The people were sharing 
Paul’s burden. 

  

Ac 21:1 And when we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight 
course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.  2 And 
having found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail.  3 When 
we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed to Syria and 
landed at Tyre, for there the ship was to unload its cargo. 

  



        Again, we turn to our map so we can at least have a picture of where these 
places are with names we do not know. Notice that the language here is in first 
person, meaning Luke must be a part of this travel group. It has the ring of 
someone who was there, writing down for the record the details of their travel. 
By the time we get to v.3, Paul is in Tyre, north of Jerusalem. We are getting 
close. 

  

 4 And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there for seven days. And 
through the Spirit they were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 

  

        The church at Tyre was founded back in early days of the church, 
probably by Greek-speaking Jews who were forced out of Jerusalem at the 
stoning of Stephen. As was his habit on this trip, he makes contact with the 
local believers and encourages them. Here, they stayed about a week. But the 
noteworthy part is that the local disciples were made aware by God that Paul 
was heading into trouble. Now, since this message came through the Holy Spirit 
and Paul continued on his journey, does this mean Paul was disobedient to the 
Spirit? No! I take this to say that the Spirit used these disciples in Tyre to 
remind Paul what awaited him. They in turn, used that information to try to 
persuade Paul not to go. But the resulting scene bound the two together even 
more tightly. 

In other words, God wanted the locals to share in Paul’s struggles. This 
whole section of the text highlights the unity of the cause. I remind you of what 
Paul was carrying with him: an offering taken from all these Gentile dominated 
churches to give to the Jewish dominated church in Jerusalem to help them in 
their struggles. Can you see the significance of that? He is a free man, going to 
fellow Jewish believers WITH A GIFT! He will end up imprisoned for his 
relationships with Gentiles and his faith in Jesus. He has assembled a team of 
people from many of these churches. They have traveled as a diverse team with 
one purpose, bonded together with all the churches wherever they were, on a 
mission to demonstrate the unity of the cause. And so, along the way, Paul is 



met by local believers who themselves join in the cause, whether in Troas, or 
Ephesus, or here in Tyre. It is as if they were ALL going to Jerusalem in the 
person of Paul. 

In their human flesh, they did not want Paul to go. They wanted him to 
stop, turn around, go back, continue his work. Just as was true with Jesus as He 
announced to His disciples that He was going to Jerusalem where He would 
suffer and die, so it is with Paul. 

Now, we as readers, Luke as the writer all know that Paul does NOT die 
in Jerusalem. Indeed, he will end up imprisoned and sent to Rome for a hoped 
for meeting with Caesar. But as this story was happening, the participants did 
not know what was going to happen. All they knew were the sentiments of his 
opponents and the repeated word of the Holy Spirit that affliction and 
imprisonment awaited him there. 

Let me pause for a moment. Why would the Holy Spirit want to warn 
Paul about what awaited him? That’s a good question. Given Paul’s history, I 
doubt that he was being informed because it was out of the norm. Indeed, it was 
the norm. It could be that this would be worse than normal, but I doubt that as 
well, especially as we consider what Paul wrote about his experiences in 2 
Corinthians 11. It seems to me that these insights from the Spirit are intended 
to draw the parallel with Jesus’ last journey to Jerusalem, and for the people to 
similarly enter into that journey with him. In other words, I think it was 
intentionally done so Paul might make the connection, so we might make the 
connection. 

Then we remember when Peter tried to get Jesus to turn back and Jesus 
called him out on it, “Get behind me, satan!” It’s the same thing. Following 
Jesus into hardship will have well meaning people pleading with you to stop. 
This doesn’t mean that they are bad, or rebellious. It means they are caring, 
loving, they care for their leader. But they do not understand the weight of the 
call. All of these pleadings to stop only steels Paul with more resolve. By the 
time he gets to Jerusalem, he will be ready!   

  



 5 When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and 
they all, with wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. 
And kneeling down on the beach, we prayed  6 and said farewell to one another. 
Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home. 

  

        Can you see the picture here? Isn’t it beautiful? They escorted Paul out of 
town to the ship, wives and children in tow. Then they kneel on the beach to 
pray. I’m sure the same could be said here as at Ephesus, that the most troubling 
aspect was the thought that they would never see his face again. It is the same 
picture. It is the same beautiful picture, people sharing in the sufferings of 
Christ and even more people sharing the sufferings one of Jesus’ servants who is 
sharing in the sufferings of Christ. I don’t know about you, but that is a 
beautiful picture to me.   
 

II. Warnings about dangers ahead will not stop disciples on a mission for 
God.  vv. 7-16 

        I think the repeated picture presented here is clear enough. Paul has been 
duly warned of what awaits him, here in graphic fashion. And yet, how does it 
impact him? Does he shrink back or charge forward? 

  

        7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, 
and we greeted the brothers and stayed with them for one day.  8 On the next 
day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 

  

        They are working their way down the coastline, finally reaching Caesarea, 
the port city closest to Jerusalem, some 60 miles inland. From this point, it will 
be a climb. You always journey UP to Jerusalem. But for now, they are at the 
port, they are close. They reach the home of Philip, one of the 7 we met back in 



chapter 6, as we called them back then “the food distribution committee.” 
Doesn’t that seem like long ago? This is that guy, one who was picked out to 
take care of the physical needs of the widows, but whom God used to reach 
many people far and wide. Here, he is hosting Paul and his band of brothers. 

  

 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied.  10 While we were 
staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea.  11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and 
hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem 
will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles.’ ” 

  

        We are not told exactly how Philip’s 4 daughters fit into this picture. 
History books mention them as sources of material, perhaps they provided 
source material to Luke. Maybe he had a shine on one of them. Who knows? 

        But while they were there, a prophet came from Judea (the area in which 
was Jerusalem), who himself was a prophet. He took Paul’s belt and used it to 
bind his own feet and hands, declaring that this is what was going to happen to 
the owner of the belt, Paul. Again, why this display? Did Paul not know? Of 
course he did. Was this Agabus legitimate? No doubt. What’s going on here? 
God wants Paul and everyone around him to know what is ahead. Why? So that 
it is clear that they walked in with eyes wide open, knowing it was part of God’s 
plan. They were prepped for what awaited them. They knew and went forward 
regardless. They expected what came. They knew that as followers of Jesus, this 
sort of thing could happen to them. They were ready. 

        Why is that so important? I suspect for just the reason you might imagine. 
If we expect the Christian life to be rosy, how will respond if it is not? We will 
blame God, shrink back, give up the fight. But if we know going in that this is 
what we are to expect, then being reminded of it only steels our resolve. We will 
go forward even more boldly, ready for anything. 



        Again, we compare this to Jesus. Did He know what awaited Him in 
Jerusalem? Of course He knew. Did He downplay the difficulties? Not at all. 
His conversation with His Father in the Garden of Gethsemane reminds us of 
His understanding of the hardship. He was open to His Father changing His 
mind. Did He fall prey to the temptation offered by those who urged Him to 
turn around and go back? Not at all. He called them out. But the truth is that 
He needed to know, those around Him needed to know, WE need to know that 
it was all part of the plan. None of it was happenstance or coincidence. Jesus 
didn’t get caught up in an angry mob no more than Paul got caught up in an 
angry mob. This was all part of the unfolding of God’s plan, including the parts 
where His servants suffer hardship. 

        Notice as well the parallel with who would be the opposition: the Jews of 
Jerusalem. And then what they would do with him: turn him over to the 
Gentiles. The parallels are clear. Do you think these parallels were clear to Paul? 
Of course. 

  

  12 When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. 

  

        Once more, well-meaning friends tried to talk Paul out of it. Note that 
this time it is in 1st person plural, meaning that Luke was among this group. He 
was one of those voices. “If you go up to Jerusalem, there will harm to you. It 
will be very, very bad.” 

  

 13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? 
For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus.”  14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased 
and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 

  



        I love his response. Why are you crying? Why are you causing such 
heartache within me? Why do I have to watch you as you cry? I am prepared for 
what awaits, even if it goes worse than I’ve been told, even if I have to die, I will! 
Can you see that he was prepped? He would die for the name of Jesus. He 
would die for the cause. He didn’t expect a rose garden sort of life. He was a 
disciple of Jesus. Of course the world would hate him, they hated His Lord. Of 
course they will seek to silence him, they sought to silence His Lord. If his Lord 
was willing to die for him, how could he not be willing to die for his Lord? Paul 
got it. Paul understood what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 

        Finally, the friends quit trying. Finally, they put their hope in the 
unfolding will of God. Isn’t it interesting how they worded it? “Let the will of 
the Lord be done.” In other words, we have quit trying to impose our will and 
are willing to allow God’s will to go forward. “We tried, but let the will of God 
be done.” In one sense, that is a statement of faith. On the other hand, it could 
be seen as a surrender of what they perceived as their superior plan. Do you 
really want to be in that position with God? 

  

 15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem.  16 And some of 
the disciples from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of 
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge. 

  

        Finally, they made it to Jerusalem, the scene is set. Notice again that the 
travel party has continued to grow, this time adding disciples from Caesarea. I’m 
curious how big this travel party actually is at this point. It could have been 
quite impressive, almost like Jesus as He entered Jerusalem. Hmmm… 

  

        If we believe this passage is the Word of God, then what should be 
different about our lives? 

  



        1) We will remind ourselves of what the Scriptures tell us we should 
expect as followers of Jesus. 

  

        2) We will be ready for that and more. 

  

        3) We will depend on that which Jesus has called us to do. 

  

        4) We will not listen to voices which tell us to abandon the cause. 

  

        5) We will share in the sufferings of those who suffer for Christ. 

 


